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ia certalin aniount of effort, as; whvat tlîcy
will put forth, and tliink thant whien thcy
have reched that point thcy Mnay rost
contentcd witl wlîat they have donc or are
doiîîg. Let thern releh the hcighit nt which
tlxoy have aimced and cie long circum-
stances wiIl be such as to necessitate a
farther step in advanee. If circurustances
arc otherwisc with any chureli, wc may bc
satisfied îliat there is something wrong witlh
il, callinig for grect searehings of heart.

. Fvcn under ordinary circumstances thon
wo would hold that ini the work of subduing
the world to.Christ, progrcss is the church's
duty, or ns sonie would say, the licz of lier
opernîions. IlSpeak unto the people that
thoy go forward." B3ut we (lo hold that
our churehi in consequence of the Uniop iàl
speeially bound to enlarged efforts for the
advaneement of the Rcdccmer's Jkingdom.
We bave been permitted to heal one of the
breaches of Zion and have celc'brnted a
Union, on whici in its.progress and consum-
mation we helieve that the siniles of henven
have rested, wo have raised over it loud
jubilations, which have resonnded we may
say without.ex aggerntion to, the ends of the
earth, and we have no doubt that our Union
lbas been exereising an itnfluence on behaîf
of that great object in otiier and older
countries. Do these thiugs involve no
obligation to greater efforts than before ?
We have proelaimed that union is strcngth,
aud cau we bo sntisfied with putting forth
rnerely the saine efforts, whiclh the two
bodies did in their separate state. Wcrc
the united body Io do no more for the
cause of Christ thian the~ two bodies did
provieus to the union--could we tioinî to
nothing which we were doing for God's
glory more than wo wcre doing befor-
thonu we would have t0 coîîfess with aliame
tixat owing to our uiifalîhfulness te our
signal privileges, the union lind in se far
and in reference to this great and impor-
tant end of the elîurefh's operations,
proved a l'ailure. When our Saviour
prayed for bis people Ilthat they ail miglit
be one," -il was "lthat; the world inight
bclieve that thîou hast sont me." Just in
the degree then iluivieh, our Saviour's
preyer iu regard te the unity of bis followers

is ans'a'red, the resitt nmust stppear in is
influence upon a world lying in wiecduness.
We lîold thon that lu our peculiar position,
we are constrained î'y gratitude to the grea:
llead of the chureh, by a regard to ourown
cliaracer before the churcli and the worl,
tb show as the resuit of our uibu, andi as
the cvidenee of that union beiîig in part the
answer to our Saviour's prayer, efibirts for
the promotion cf God's glory in the ivorld,
surpassiîîg, we slîould say, fur surpassing
whîlat wo liad put forth 'in our scparate
state.

WVe mnav reznark that wheroother unions
have taken place, the result lias been nu
intrense of missionary effort, and tat
scnietinies irumediatelY, Wlîen lte Asse.
ciate aîîd Associate fleformed Cliurehes in
tLe Uîiîed States, uaited to forra the United
]?resbyterisiu ChureL, at the first i3enctal
Assemhly after, they resolved to adopt two
uew and expeusive missions, vi2. : to North
Afica, and China, and for tue latter thoy
seleecd two missionaries before they separ-
ated. Iu the year of the Union of the
Secession anmd ]Relief Churehes in Scotland,
the iuiitcd body assumed the missions of
the Settish Blssionary Society, and
liesides exteudiug thoir missions wlîich tlicy
werc already uîaintaîuing, they have since
from, time to time eutered upon uew nd
costly missions, and with evcry extenlsion
of thicir efforts, the iiberality of thec lurch
aîîd thie state of their fuuds have kept hiace.

But lu regard te our Foreign Missiouary
operations, as just remarked, we have now
actually not as many labourera as just
previous te the union. Wc do uot however
say thiat; any blanie is t0 be attaclied te the
ehureh ou tbis aceount or that the faet is
any reflection upon our missionary zeal,
becauso it is wcll kuown Iliat the present
state of thîings is owing ospecially wo the
extraordinary events-ivhith befel ourmission
lu the Southi Sens, and May therefore be
regarded as mecely temporairy. Iud
whîeî we consider the very peculiar nature
of God's dispensations towvard that mission
-that five out of eight of our agents were
struck down by death iu about two years,
we umay well feel thinnkful. that iu a period
Mwhichî, cousidcring the lime required for
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