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" ¥rom what I have saig about the eruption
of 1832, you may perhaps feel an interest in
bearing an account of a Journey which 1 took
up to the vory summit of Atna. only fifteen
months prior to this. Afl was then perfectly
still, nor was it until 1 arrived at the top that
any traces of recent fire were visible. It was
in the middle of August that I uadertook this

" adventure.

" 1 started from Riposto, where I took mea-~

. sures, for my jrurney. HBeing the height of

summer, it was rather difficult to believe that,
even ip the regions of Xtna, wecould suffer
from cold, However, as all travellers agreed
that the cold of Bna was the most piercing
they ever endured, b-preferred their report to
3By of my own theoriés ; and it was well for
me that 1 did. A good traveiling roquelaure
cloak, and a suit of winter clothing, which k
put on at Nicolusi, were accordingly what 1
provided myself with. A gentleman of Ri-
posto, at whuse house 1 was kindly entertained
and who had several times before visited the
mountain, accompanied me—which was a
very fortunate circumstance. as 1 do not
kaow auy journey in which the company of
ane conversaut in the roads and mazes of the
path is so advantageous, I might say necessary
as in this—independent of our guide, whos?
sole business it is to ehow us our way.

We chose our timeto a nicaty. ¥irst, !
had coutrived matters so that ¢ might have

. the ‘beuefit of the moon, which wis very near-

Iy full ~and-although accideats seldam happen
{zory thecareful manner in which the muleg
pick their way, in the thickest obscurity, a-
mong the roaghest & vilest roads imaginable,
yet, from what I saws 1 cannot say that }
should prefer to go up &toa in the dark,
while it was possible to go in thelight. -And
yet the day time is inconveaient, as one of the
great objects isfto;reach]the summit at sunrises

Seme manage to get up to the ¢ English
house,’’ as it is called, at sunset, slecp there,
and proceced up the eone at twilight the followa
ing morning. Agaiast this plan 1 have heard
cery stroug objections on the score of health.
The ¢ English house’ is in 3 region of perpe=
tual frost 3 or at least where, if the heat of
the sun in July and August thaw "the snow
during the day, the moment night comes on
it again congeals. So sudden’a tripsition
from the phios to this has been productive
of serious effects. To avoid this, we sct out
from Riposto about mid-day. We gotto Ni-
colosi about sunset. Ilere we took sume re-
freshment and rest.  'The moon rising about
ten o’clock at night, we started, and kept on
our way, halting 2 few minutes in the woad to
give bait to aur ansmals, and fipaly arrising
at the English bouse an hour before suarise.
We put the mules into the stable, procecded
on foot, reserving ourselves for breakfast. on
QUr retura.

Satting off from Riposto, the country over
which we have to travel, to judge from its
productions, would consist of the richest soil
1 cver saw 3 aud thisis the case where it is
not covered by the lava, which has evident-
ly remained many centuries, and upon-which
vegetation has partially returmeds "Phe way
that ground destroyed by lava regenerates has
been accounted for as follows : thereage”fre-
quent flaws in it which attract ths.dist, which
in course of time forms a shallow Jayer oF edvth
producing weeds, which, when rotted, become
the means of attracting moré sail. “Phet dre-
vices and interstices are thus filied up with
soit which is as rich as any uffiery jaod sqme-
times of great service ; for the fidres of vines
and niary other trees, theyoatsof whighishbot
decp irto the carthy will be found. to have en~
tered these cracks. or crannigs, and thefe to
Lave taken such a hold, that theyaannot be
torn up by heasy rainsy-gn.csyxicd,away-by
torrents. The time, however, -refjuired for
this must beat ledst several. centuries.s ! The
whole of the road from Riposto to Nicolosi is




