
THE LAMPI.

of the '<Voice of the Silence," is ad-
dressed to those who neglect their op-
portunities, or who permit thenîselves
to be seduced inito various bye-paths of
illusion. One pteads the '.urchase of a
field. '<'1he field is the world," we
learn elseiwhere, and in this field nmen
lose tlieir Nv'ay. Another lias bought
the five yoke of oxen, the five senses
which hold hin-i dowvn to the wheel of
rebirth. Another lias wedded bimiself
to the psychic nature and in the plea-
sant delights of astral experience, pheno-
mena, and psychological juiggling hie
loses sight of Ilthe things that art- moru
excellenit." lIn the strcets ancd lanes
of the city the poor, the crippled, the
lame, and the blind, are %vaiting for the
message, and Mien they have responded
tu~ere i s stili rocmi for those along the
roads and ditches. Lýet us understand
clearly %what the message is ; a life to Le
lived, not for self, but for the wliole
universe and he Divine Law and Lord
that sustains it a self- forgetting effort
to purify and cultivate that portion of
the cosmos Nvhichi is our own place in
the great s) stemi of 13eing; a realization
of the unity and identity of the interests
of all men in ali stages 6f evolution ;
and a loyalty to the law by which ev'ery
rnan reaps Nvhat lie so%"s, atnd is strength-
ened by the Divine poiwer N'ithin him
to the extent that hie responds to its
promptings; these are the means by
which man passes fromn the death of
physical incarnation Af repeated, to the
life of the Eternai.

BWMIVNBY' 3 ANDI OCCULTISM.

Emmnanuel Swedenborg asserts..
*. that the L.ord is God manifested

in the Universe as a man, and is thus
beheld, interiorly, b)' tie angels (Divine
Love and 1l' sdont, 97, etc.)>

Swceien borg, h owever, identifies the
Lord wvho 13 thus discernied with tbe
historical jesus, maintaining the latter
to be v'ery; D eity, *jehovahi Ii person,
wh'io assunîed a fleshly body, and mianw-
fested himisclf as a nian, in order to
sav'e men froin bell, and comnianded
His disciples to cahl i hlm. Lord (7T-zte
C'Ii îslizPtiea;,-î c4n, 3 7 0; D. L. a n d' .,

282, etc.). Swedenborg lierein fails
into the conimon error of confounding
1'14 oi- 1ord"' with ''the L.ord, "the Christ
iii the inan with Adonai ln the heavens,
of whom the former is the counterpart ;
an error due to bis failure to recognize
the distinction between the nîanifest
and the unmianifest, and between the
microcosmnic and the nia crocos mic
I)eity.

.n his presentation of the Incarnation,
Swedenborg is at variance, îîot only
w'ith the Gnosis, but with hiniseif. For
iii it he sets aside the canon of inter-
pretation formuiated by himsclf, hi%
recovery and generai application of
wiîici-togetlier ivith the doctrine of
correspondlence -constitute bis cliief
mnent. Thus, Io cite li 1s own words

lIn thîe inter ýi1 sense tlîere is 11o r,.-
spect to an)' persou, or anything deter-
niîned to a person. But there are three
tlîings wiiich disappear Iromn the sense
of the Letter of the WVord,. when the
internai sense is unfolded ; tlîat w'hich
15 of tinie, tlîat w'hich ig of spaice, and
tliîatN\which isofp)ersoni." "'he W"ord
is written by mere correspondence, and
lience aIl its contents, to the irîost
minute, signify things heavenly and
spiritua-l," (Ai cana (a'/eslia, 5253 and
T401). He also repeatedly declares
that the literaI sense of the Word is
rarely the truth, but only the appear-
ance of tbe trutb, and that to take the
literai sense for the true oneC is to
destroy the truth itself, siiîce everything
in it relates to the hcavenly and spiritual,
and becomes falsified w~hen transferred
to a lower plane by bing tal<en liter-
ally (sec e. g. 7 T ., 254, 258, etc.).
According, hoth to this ruIe anid the
Gnosis, that w'hich is inîpli-ýd by the
terrn Incarnation is an event purcly
spiritual in its nature, potential iii ail
mcen, and of perpetual occurrence, ln-
asmuch as it takes place iii every re-

gnrt ian, being at once the cause
and effect of bis regeneration.

TIhe authority, twice cited bv Sweden-
b)org (Y' C. l., 102 and 827) in sup-
port of bis doctrine,--nainely, anitap-
parition profcssing to lue thée spiri of'
the Mother of lesus,-is one which a.
duly instructed occultist %vould, at the
least, ha,-ve besitated to regard as ought:
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