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THE CANADIAN WHEELMAN.

Our Racing Men.

a@ith the dlubs.

HERBERT W. CLARKE.

Herbert W. Clarke, onc of the fastest of Cana-

dian racers, was born at \Woodstock on the 19th !

of April, 1867, and is conscquently not yet 18
years old. His father was at that time a farmer
just outside the corporation, afterwards engaged
in mercantile business in the town, and now a
resident of Seaforth.  Clarke is a nephew of the
late Thos. Oliver, M.P. for North Oxford for
sixteen years. He is 5 feet 11 inches high, and
weighs, when in condition, 150 pounds. He is
an athletic-looking boy, erect and well propor-
tionet. His chest measurement is 373 inches.

Mr. Clarke rode a bicycle for the first time
in 1883, but had very little practice during his
first season, e first attracted some local atten-
tion at the weekly ciub races ot the Woodstock
Amatcur Athletic Association early last sumer,
He rede for the first time in fast company at
the Association’s c.vic holiday games on the 25th
August.  He entered the one-mile race with
Lavender and Davies, but dropped out before
the finish. 1le afterwards rode in the five-mile
race, coming in third, with Lavender and Lambe
to the fore. This race satisfied all who saw it
that Cletke was a good man. He rode a com-
mon 471b. machine, and was suflering from a
severe sprain of the ankle. Clarke’s plucky
effort under adverse circumstances won for him
many admirers, who shortly afterwards yresent-
ed him with an Invincible racing machine. This
he used for the first time publicly at holiday
games on Nepiember Sth, when he made one
mile in 3m. 4-35., and five miles in 16m. 3-Ss.,
thus breaking Canadian records. (It must he
remembered, however, that the Woodstock track
lacks seven feet of being a quarter of a wile.)

Ciarke'’s feat so surprised the members of the
Jocal association that he was induced to go ‘o
the races of the Toronto Bicycle Club, at Rose.
dale Park, ke following day. In the evening
he found himself famous in the annals of Cana.
dian wheelmen,  Here, in the language of the
Mail’s seport of the race, ‘“he ran away with
Canadian records in a way that made spectators
rub their «ves.  The races that he ran with
Davies were the finest ever seen in this coun-
try, and created intense excitemen'.”  His rec.
ord in the one-mile race was 2m. 59%s.  In the
five-mile handicap race, he had in the morning
been offcred a start of 200 yards, but declined,
and started from the scratch with Davies, and
after a beawtiful race came in winner in 16m.
634s., the last lap being done in g2m. 5¢s.  This
gave him the fastest Canadian record, and won
rom cnthusiastic admirers the title of ** the Cana-
dian Hanlan on Wheels.”

Mr. Clarke’s Woodstock friends think that he
has never yet shown how fast he can ride, and
that he will next summer prove himseli' the fast-
est man’at all distances in the Dominion.

Personally, Clarke is a modest and unassuming
boy, and is a general favorite among the young
men of his native town.
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W. G. Ross, the five-mile champion, intends
doing some foot racing this spring, and is con.
sidered a very fast man at a quarter of a mile,

BRANTFORD BICYCLE CLUB.

" On Wednesday, March 4th, the members of
{ the Brantford Club held a meecting at the office
of B. F. Fitch, for the purpose of electing offi-
cers for the ensiing year and for the discussion
of matters of interest to the welfare of the cy-
clists of the city.

The following oflicers were duly elected : Mr.
John Harris, hon. president ; Walter Webling,
secretary-treasurer 3 L T, lawds, caping C.
Fitch, 1st licutenant ; S. Slater, 2nd licutenant;
F. Fawkes, bugler.

The membership fee was fixed at $2.00, all
dues to be paid befire the 1st of April, 1885,

Messrs. C. Fiteh and W. J. Knowles were
appointed a commitice to interview the manager
of the roller shating rink, with a view of obrain.
ing the rink for club practice. The mecting
then adjourncd.

It is the intention of the club to go into reg.
ular training as soon as practicable, and keep
steadily at work until the scason opens. If this
be done, some very good records will doubtless
be made by the wheelmen of Brantford.
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THE NAPAMEE BICYCLE CLUB.

At the annual meeting of the Napanee Bicycle
Ciub, the following officers were re-clected for
the following year: Dr. G. C. T. Ward. presi-
dent; W. C. Smith, captain; A. R. Boyes,
1st lieutenant; W. J. Trimble, sccretary-treas.
j urer; and the following were also elected: F.
A. Roe, 2nd licutenant 5 J. T. Loggie, bugler;
¢ Alex. Leslie, standard-bearer,
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THE CW.A. MEET OECLINED BY MONTREAL,

The committee of the Montreal Bicycle Club
have decuded not to invite the Canadian Wheel-
men’ Assaciation to hold their annual meet in
Montreal next July 1st. The Montrerlers had
the option of taking the meet.  The reasons for
their present determination are the uncenamnty
of being able to offer a guod track, and because
the League of American Wheelmen are to hold
their sweacal convention in Buffalo on the two
days (July 2 and 3) fullowing that on which the
Canadian gaihering is to tahe place. The Mon.

trealers name \Woodstock now for the meet.—
Mail.
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Chas. Robinson & Co., of 22 Church sireet,
Toronto, have issued a 20-page catalogue, which
outrivals in neatness of typography and armange-
nent, and ia the extellence of the cuts, the cata-
logue of any American or ‘Canadian firm. The
pact is brought into use, an apt quotation re-
lating to wheels or wheeling being placed at
the head of each page, Shakespeare, Byron
Young, Chandler, Dryden and other authors be-
ing represented. The firm advertise some new
branches—such as *“a news stand,” where THE
CANADIAN WHEELMAN and other cycling jour-
nals are kept on sale; the renting, storage and

selling on consignment, etc., of bicycles, etc.
A catalogue will be sent by them on receipt of
a three-cent stamp. We call the attention of
our recaders to their advertisement on the second
page ~f the cover.

THE L.A.W. ANNUAL MEETING,

THR MRET TO BE HELL IN BUFFALO ON
JULY 2ND AND 3RD.

The annual spring meeting for the election of
a board of ofticers of the League of American
Wheelmen was held at the Grand Union Hotel,
New York, on Monday, Feb, 23rd, President
Beckwith in the chair.  The following members
were present : N. M, Beckwith, president; C.
K. Alley, corresvonding sccretary ; Eugene M.
Aaron, recording sccretary 5 S, Terry, treasurer
Dr, W. P, Tyler, chief consul; J. R. Torrence,
Dr. G. C, Brown, E, T. Peutengell; represent-
atives A. D, Claflin, W, I ilarris, of Boston,
Henry .- Ducker,. Fo.Po Kendall, T. § Rust,
J. G. Burch, J. W. Clute, W. § Bull, Geo. R.
Bidwell, W. G. Coleman, C. D. Williams, R, F.
Hibson, A. E. Farquier, George Dakin, K. L.
Clapp, John C Gulik, Waltcr H. Parsons, F, B.
Graves, 1. S. Kidder, and Frank A. Egan

A very pressing and hospitable invitation was
1ead from the Buffalo Bicycle Club that the sixth
annual meet of the League be held in that city
on the 2nd and 3rd July, After a long debate,
the invitation was accepted with thanks, and the
President was appointed the chief marshal of the
mect.

The treasurer’s report showed the finances to
be in a better condition than ever before. The
receipts during the past year have been $3622.94,
and the expenditures $2133.32.

Chairman Bassett, of the racing board, referred
to many amateur wheehnen competing in pro-
fessional skating contests, and urged that imme-
diate steps be taken in the matter. There was
a long debate, but nothing definite was done.
The racing board were authorized to prepare a
die for striking off championship wedals.

The report of the commitice on reinstatement
of ex-Corresponding Secretary Fred. Jenkins was
unanimously in favor of his reinstatement, ex-
pressing the opinion that an injustice had been
done him. This report was accepted, and reso-
lutions pasced that it was for the benefit of the
League that Mr. Jenkins become a member.,

A draft of the new constuntion and by-laws
was presented by the committee on rules and
regulations.  The report recommended 2 num-
ber of changes, which were accepted.  As two-
thirds of the board were not present, the changes
will have to be adopted by a mail vote.  Among
the most important changes are the charging of
an initiation fee a: fity cenis for membership ;
$300 Londs to be given by the sccretary and
treasurer ; placing the annual salary of the secre-
tary at $1000 ; none but Jeague members to be
allowed to participate in annual parade ; giving
the racing club full power in their own depart-
ment ; persons declared to be professional can
be reinstated only by an unanitous vote of the
bourd. The amateur rule is made more strict,
The officers were authorized to «draw back sala-
ries. It was the desire 0! the mecting that the
League publish its own Gaszelte, and a committee
was appointed to report May 1,
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Tie CANADIAN WHEELMAN comes to us as
bright and crisp as a new dollar, It is a charm-
ing ‘paper, well edited. ~ Spring freld Wheelmer's
Gazetle.




