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Tto Cutlead Wesping Birch,

Longer acquaintance with this heaw’ "l tice has
only served to decpen the impressions Linde on first
recing ity and to establish the convietion thatit is
ane of the mast charming objects which can Le grown
an the lawn,

In habit of growth it is very difiurent from the
most of thase which are designated v« weeping or
pradulons trees. It rises in a slender, and graccfu],
tut erect form, lifting its head higher and higher,
cven above the surtounding trees, and throwing out
its Dranches skyward, not ecarthward. But from
these branches it sends fosth
Tong, sweeping, pensile sprays,
o delicate and full of grace, 5o
airy and lightsome that the
cyc rests on it with indescrib-
able satisfaction.

Not only in the graceful
form and general appcarahce
of the whole tree is it beauti-
ful ; but when examined mi.
nutely, and in detail, every
feature is pleasing, Lach leaf
is most handsomcly cut, each
branch lias some grace special
to itsclf, and the silver-white
hark of the srunk and larger
branches light up with pecu-
Jiar beauty when flecked by
the cver-shifting sunlight
flashing throngh the leaves.

——

The Oak as 2 Lawn Tree.

There is no better or more
certain methad of obtaining
a knowledge of things than
by experience.  Our opinions
change in spite of all pre-
cotteeivad notions, and we aro
surprised at our own weak-
ness in not being able to dis-
curn plants which experience
has brought into view. The
QOaks have long been celebra-
ted for their beauty as well
as uscfulness, and they are
worthy of all the praise be-
stowed; but their fitness for
certain positions in ornament-
ation ol suburban grounds, is
a question that will bear dis-
cussion, In the present ad-
vanced state of Landscape
Gardening, the lawn is really
the foundation, while the
trecs, disposed n groups, belts
or smgle specimens, fill up
and givo varicty, expression,
and tone to the picture. In
grounds of cousiderable ox-
tent, & scmi-wildness is not only admissible but
desirable, aud littering leaves and scattering clumps
of wild grasses amid barren rocks or hillocks are not
out of place, but in small grounds limited to a few
by loty, sar cven an acre or two, the sarface of
which is smooth and without natural obstructions ;
cleanliness angl neatness should be preserved, instead
of making arf§ attempt to produce an appearance of
wild ruggedness. To have Loth combined, or con-
iguons, is cortaialy desirable and us.wally attainable,
if ono sceks a wild, rugged spot, and then tames a
portion artificially ; but there arc objcctions to this
combination, as I have learned by experience in my
own grounds, which are of & mixed nature, for the
leaves, nuts, Howers and other cast-off garments of
the trees become scattered over jawns and ilower-
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beds to the disgust of the owner of & welllkept
reanden.  Of course, it depends somewhat upon the
Linds of trees adjacent to the garden, as some, like
the Chestnwd, which are constantly contributing
something in the way of htter durmng the entne
summer.  Liist, the long catking, like huge yellow
worins, are scattered over walks, out-buildings, and
lawng, followed by moro or less early ripening leaves
in July and August; then September brings down
the prickly husks, which tumble about to the dis.
comfort of feet incased in thin shocs, or the **ute
down” of the lounger in the shade.

A deciduous tree that will drop ita leaves all at one
Gute, is far preferable to one that keeps up a cin-
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THE CUTLEAF WEEPING BIRCH.

tinaal scattering through the scason. There are
several specics of Oaks which belong to the latter
class, and for this reason aro well worthy the atten-
tion of all villa gardencrs.——Country Geitleman, Eny.

Polmacea—Palms.

Theummber of known species of palms are over a
thotisand. Tho most remarkable are the Betclnut
palm {arcta cateeha), the fruit of which, divided into
quarters, rolled in the pepper leaf, and sprinkled
with lime, is in genoral used as a masticatory amongst
the natives of the Last Indies, much the same as
tobacco is cmployed by us.  This mixture gives a
red tinge to the saliva, and scems to have some nar-
cotic power. The Hago palm (Shpuerve Rumphit)
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i groves in the sauth of China, Japan, and all over the

Last Indics.  Thepith of this palmy, from whaeh the
~ezo is obtained, is o chicf means of nourishment
for unllions in warm climates, and is cxported largely
from Smgapore, where it is manufactured. In our
Californin climate it is both nutritive and casy of
digestion. 1t is much used for puddings, and con-
stitutes an excellent articlo of diet forinvalids, The
Ol palm (Llaws Cuincensis) is o native of the western
coast of Afriea. The o1l is obtained from the fruit,
whiclh 13 about the eize of an ohve, and of o yellow
color. The Cocoa-nut palm (Cocos nucifera), which
grows by the eca-side in most tropical countrics, ia
cepecially abuodant throughout the South Sea
Islands., It formsa fine shade,
It makes a good thatch, and
excellent baskets, The young
leaflets make fansand bonnets;
aiso clothing, goblets; like.
wigo firo kindling, fish lines,
and cords, a halsam for wounds
from the juice of tho nut, and
oil for cmbalment of the dead.
Posts can he made from the
trunk, and charcoal to cook
with; paddies for canoes, and
clubs and gpears for hattle.
Yastly, we dircct attention to
the Dowm palm of Upper
Egypt (Typhene Thelaica).
The fruit of this is much
larger than the Date palm
(Phanix dactylifera), and is
equally nutritious, The rind
of the fruit is brown and
mealy, and has both the taste
and color of gingerbread;
hence one of its common namces
is the gingerbread trce. The
spongy, internal portion of the
fruis of this palm forms an
important article of food, and
when this pulp is mixed with
an infusion of dates, it consti-
tutes a cooling drink, much
presetibed by the Arabs in
febrile affections as cooling
and demuleent.—Rural Press.
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A New Lvergreen.

1t is always a pleasuro to
record an edition to our list
of really hardy ncw plants;
and espccially so, when they
are very beautiful and dcsira:
ble in all respects,  We now
urgo the claims of a new cver-
green from Japan, which as
yet, has no common name,
but which is called Ly bolan-
ists, Retinispora oltusa. Tor
the past five years—two of
which have been more trying to our hardy planis
than any within the recollection of our oldest horti-
culturists—this lovely tree has succeeded cqually 23
well as tho Norway spruce. It grows rapicly and
forms a very graceful tree, with drooping, silvery-
green branchlots ; and appears cqually indiffercat to
the extremes of heat and eold. So far s we have
been able to judge, it is not sffocted by any par-
ticular soil or situation, but succeeds well wherever
placed. So many of tho Lewer overgreens have beea
iniared of lato years thaot our horticulturists have
been about ready to give up the whole family in
dcspair, as too fickle for this climato; but we think
a fair test with this charming plant will assure
them that one, at least, will prove desirsble.—X. Y.
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