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How to Grow Turnips.

Que would imagine that so much has been
already written on this subject, and the crop
is one =0 generally grown on Canadian farws,
that it wonld be superifuons to say angthing
wore about it.  But we ure constantly re.!
ceiving letters asking information on the|
best method of the planting and cultivation
of turnips and other  roots, which shows that!
they ave still guining in favour with our far-
mery, notwithsbanding the supposed cost of
the crop. and that there ave stitll many no-
vices in the business of voot growing, There
are two Kinds of roots thut are called by the
name of turnips, namely, the tarnip proper.
having o round and rather flat bulb, either
white or yellow in colour. and vough, tight!
green leaves, and the Swedish turnip,or Ruta
Baga, which has a solid, yellow, and rather
oval or clongated bLulb, and smooth durk
green leaves, The former i3 the kind most
geverally grown in Great Dritain, for win-
ter pulling ov feeding to stock on the ground, |
and it is usually grown as a supplementary
crop after heaus, ov on the stubbles afier
grain harvest, but is not sv well adapted for
storing as the Swedigh turnip, and therefore
not much grown bere in comparison with
Swedes,

In the newer settlements. where o clean,
well-burnt sucface of newly-cleared furest
fand can be obtained, all that i3 necessary to
do is to sow the seed thinly broudeast over
the surface, any time between the 20th June
and 10th or 15th July, covering it in with a
bush harrow made by tying together some
brushwood at one end,and drawing the
thing over the ground among the stumps by
means of a yohe of oxen or a single horse-
Failing that, a hand rake may be uscd; or
should a heavy shower of rain follow the
sowing of the seed, no covur‘mg becomes ne-
cessary, as the rain will wash it into the tight,
rich surface soil of decayed vegetable mould
and ashes.  After the plants ave well up, and
it can be seen how far they are likely to
cover e ground.they shonld get une hoeing,
just to thin themn ont tv the proper distance
apart that will allow of the bulbs having
plenty of room fo form good-sized roots, as
weeds seldom make their appearauce on
newly-cleared land. This i3 about all the
work that will be required nntil the turnips
are to be drawn and stored, which i3 gene,
rally dore by putting them into small ridges
or pits, of about one hundred hushels each,
on the field, just before the ground freezes
up, with twelve or fonrteen inches of carth
thrown upon them, without any straw. We
have grown eight hundred bushels per acre
in this way on a twenty acre field, years ago,
when what are now old settlements were
newly-cleared lands,

In the older selilements, where the 1and
has been deprived by successive grain crops
of nearly all its vegetable hnmus, and the
potash left from the burnt-np timber, and the
s0il has become infested with noxious weeds

that are ready to dispute with the turnip for
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the mastery, it becomes necegsary o adopt
more careful and  expensive modes of prepa-
ration and cultivation.

For those who can offord the necessary
time and labour, the plan suggested by
“Yeetiz,” in another column, as having heen
originated by William Cobbett. many years
ago. may answer welle The part relating to
the preparation of the soit by fall ploughing,
ard the Killing out of the weeds by sucees-
sive harrowings of the surface befove the
plants ave put ont, seems feasible enongb,
but we confess o having donbts of the uti-
lity of the 1ransplanting method in Canada,
where labour i3 scarce, and farmeis are so
fully ocenpicd with other crops till nearly
the first of June, that they may be excused if
they do but partinlly adopt it, more in 1he
way of the trial of a novelty than as a gene-
ral method of staiting this important crop.

The land 1 any case showld be well pre-
pared by repeated plonghings and harrowings
before the drills are to be laid ont. At
this point there are two diverse methods in
favour among farmers, namely, the ridge, and
the flat deills.  The former is usually fol-
lowed where fresh unfermented long ma-
nure is to be applied tothe crop, and con-
sists in throwing the land into ridges twenty
to twenty-six incles apart, with a plough,
filling the furrows with long manure spread
evenly in, at the rate of twelve to fifteen
waggon loads or twenty-five cart loads per
acre, then covering the manure by splitting
the ridges again with the plough, leaving
ridges over the manure. The drills 8o made
are then to be somewhat compressed and
flattened with « roller, and the seed sown
along the centre of cach, cither with a turnip
drill or by hand, as may be most conve-
nient, and covered lightly not over a quarter
inch in depth. About two pounds per acre
will be necessary. Even more may be given
where the fly is likely to take a good part.

Where short well composted manure can be
had, it is Lest to apply it to the soil at as
heavy arate as the grower can afford; plough
or cultivate itin lightly, harrow the land to
a fine tilth, then sow the seed in drills on the
tlat surface, aking care to run them per-
fectly straight and evenly apart.  Cover by
rolling with a very light roller, which will
compress the soil abont the sced, und leave
the surface smooth and free from clods, We
have generally found the tirst week in July
about the right time to sow,say the last
thing before haymaking beging to bicome
general.

Axsoon as the yuing plants show ahove
thesoil, dust fincly slaked lime, superphos.
phate, or a mixture of 2oot and ashes. ulong
the drills in the early morning, while thedew
is on. or immediately after a rain shower.
This will keep off the fly, and stimu-
la*e the plants into a rapid growth, When
they are grown in  flat surface drills,
they can be planted nearer together, say 13
or 20 inches, and if the land is rich, vr the
manure well coutposted and incorporated
with the soil. ought to produce a very heavy
crop of nice medium sized buibs, which are
always to be preferred to those thatare
largerand coaveer.  Above we given et of
what a Ruta Baga root should be like when
well grown and properly cultivated. When
the drills are too closcly grown, it is, how-
ever. diffienls to have them cultivated in any
other way than by repeated hand hoeings, a8
in England, for an ordinary scarifier or
drill hue will not work well in such u crop.
The riige system is therefore the most gene-
rally adopted here, and has one advantage
and not a small one cither, in that the work
of destroying the weeds can be commenced
carly, before hand hocing becomes necessary
to thinout the turnips.

The first hand hoeing is usually done to
the flat drilled crop us soon ns the turnips
are large enongh to e distingunished from
the weeds, and the thinning out a8 soenus
the plants are strong and well established.
After the thinning out is done on either the
flat or ridge system, the cultivation is di-
rected towards destroying weeds, keeping the
soil mellow, and permeable to atmospheric
influence. The more the scarifier or drill
cultivator can be used up to the time the
coolweather and early autumn rains set in
the hetter. After that the crop is to be left
undisturbed for the bulbs to swell and ripen
before hard frosts oome, and the more mois-
ture they getthe larger they will grow. Let
it be borne in mind that neglect or inatten-
tion on the part of the grower is abgolute
ruin to this crop. What is worth doing,is
worth well doing, should be his axiom in this
instance, a8 in every other undertaking he
cngages in.
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Coal ashes and cinders make an excellent

material for walks and roads, and in many

respects arc preferable to gravel,



