1o returh "o his stn.dy with a clear con-

" seience and’ better zest.

So he spent, the week In such’ service go-

_ing from ‘housé to house in trlendly~eocial
o interch:mge with hm people spea.kmg words-
“ret - sympathy a.nd cheer strengthening the
‘bond" which united them, and _when the

busy ‘week came to its close he had the-

,:":Dleasant conscioumess that it had not bean
' ~spent tn” va.in. T .

i

On Saturday evenmg he went to the sta-

tlon to 'meet and we}come his expected gnest :
- In due time the tra.in arrived and pouréd out:
.v. throng ot pa.sseng'ers, -among whom ke .

clbowed his way, eagerly, scanning the faces -
for the object of JBis guest. But he was
not to be seen, and when the crowd had

melted away the young .pastor stood alone,
Slowly a.nd dejectedly he made his way to -

A'the post office, -where. by. the evening mall.

‘ bath Services

was a letter from. his" friend stating that he-

" bad been detained, and would not -be: able
o to tnlﬁl his ..engagement, Bitterly disap-

polnted he turned hig way. homewa.rd Al

. other .sense of regret “Was: swallowed up in- -

t.he thought of ‘his nnprepared state for Sab-

-'_f,._.'of Telief. from the burden -which pressed .

y ,There Was 1o: one: to whom he could apply
: for help o R

upon him s0. hea.vily He .had exhausted all™
t.he written material in his.own: possession
He Kad ava.iled hlms-elt of-all opportumttes

o OF exchange . wlth neighboring mimsters

After supper, which ha.d been delaved'

in consequence ‘of the expected v1sxtor ‘he
went into his study. - The evening. was shorc";.'
and his.time for preparation very limited.
.He had no subject -in " his’ mind,

. ‘But he
forced himself to a selecuon a.nd though

L hopeless of success, in a spirit of dogged re-
- solution he entered upoun-his prepa.ra.txon o
: a.nd applied ‘himself to "his work until iong '
“after the midnight" hour and until bis tircd

brain refused to be spurred to further effort.
He retired ‘to" his bed; but sleep wa.s long
In coming, and when it came was fitful and
adisturbed,

. Wwhen the hour- for serv:ce arrived he went

- . to his church with that same prejudged sense
‘of failure, and, as it seemed to him.~ dis-

) chz.rged his duties in a most unsatisfactory

: ma.nner, and when the service was. over -

went back to his home, his cheeks almost
tingling with. shame at the conscious de-

. xerit of his sermon- and its utter inadequa-

¢y to the requisitions of his audience;
*..Time, of course, wore away the sharpness

. of -the.sting, and abundant subsequent op-

- estimation it was an- abject failure,

‘portunities were given him for retrieving
‘the reputation which in his Judgment that
service had damaged, though his own opinton
of tho service remained unchanged. In his

Several weeks afterwards there -came to
bhim -one day a letter bearing the postmark

‘ of a2 town in the western: part of-the state.

. The - superscription was in"an unfamiliar

handwriting, and:- when he had opened the.

- letter to- ascertain the name of . the writer

he saw that it was from some one entirely

- unknown to him. But it bore a very direct.

. 'messa.ge.’ It ope_ned with- the statement that
* .~the 'writer ‘had passed: that' Sabbath,- which

bad: been a day of such trial to the young
minister, In-his village, He was an avowed
unbeliever and hed pot attended any church

e freed even for one week from the neces---; -
= -ﬂlty of sermon’préparation was' a very grate--'f
o fal reliet to the young mlnister and" ‘80, dis~-
;" encumbered . from, that care, he determined:

.to ntlhze his rest by devoting the week to
o pastora.l work ‘He' could ‘thug redeem the
"—time to" ‘the best adva.ntage _and. éven’ ac-
e cumnlate 8 nttle Tederve tund in that-de:
RS partment of ‘duty which ‘would enmable' Rim

There -was no possible way

“ When ‘the morning came he -
awoke -anrefreshed and heavy-hearted, and

service betore in. _many. yca.rs
}impulse he, could not define led h,im to tha.t
"church that day: .-From the very opening of

'the services to their close he had been deep-.

'ly impressed. The invocation and.Scripture
lesson and hymns-came-to him with speclal
directlon and power. When the text was
-announced, ** What. is truth ?’ . he felt it to
be just what he needed to hear, .and gave
close- a.ttentlon to every wmd and left the

church under such a sense of the reality and.

~But. some;

eight years “old then, and I W'as dreadtm .

;proud of her, for she was a sinari litla
~thing. " One Sunda.y ‘night we were sitting

by the. fire, a.nd Nannje’d been saylag. ler
catechlsm—ﬂ:_md by;and-by she got kind of
quiet and ‘sober, and says she, “Pa,” will we

" have to pay any:rent in heaven 7

:power of gpiritual things as he had never-

had before. Nor did the impression prove

transient,_ Tha.t service and sermon Temain: -
ed in- heart and - consmence untxl a solemn

.resoluticn to' become a -Christian had been

" taken. -And now, at the dictation of his own
changed heart be wrote to acknowledge the

" instrumentality by which' that change had

been ei‘fected
¢ For a-few. moments that pastor sa.t afbet
-reading the letter, in mute surprige. . Dut

-up & song: of praise .to-him- who had seen
fit.thus-to charge his extreme weakness with

the glory of his divine power. 'And his eyes-
were opered to his own error. . He saw how .
much..of pride and self-confidence had en-

soon: tears® of joy ‘and gratitude filled his
.eyes,.and dropping upon his knees he sent.

tered. into his estimate of his service he .

accepted the tender dxscxpline and laid the.

.sweet lesson’to heart... & ‘
A8 Sa.mson 10und honey in the carcass ot

the lion, so out-of our humﬂlations and dis-

appointments the Lord can bring assura.nces:.
.. We. have no.

right.to expect a.blessing. upon indolence or

of .comfort and .acceptance,

negligence;. but under ;pressure. o! pecuhar
- difficulties and circumstances. appa.rently ad-

“versesGod- often co;nma.nds light out of our

‘time what- she did meen.

.“*“What ?” says I, locking down at her,
kind ,of astonished like.
‘¢ Will we have to pay rent in hcm wn 7
says she again,
‘““Why, no,” says I
thirk that 77 -
¢ Well, T couldn’t

“ What. made -you

\ o L
cet out’ of her for a
Nannie didn't
know much zbout rent, anyhow, for we'd
never- had to’ pay. any, lvin' in our own
house.. But. at last I found out that she’d
heard gome men talking about me and one
of them said, “Well, He’s bound to be awful
poor in the mext world,.I reckon. There

ain’t much of his riches laid up in heaven.” -

And as the only real poer folks that Nan-
nie’d ever known were some folks down at
the village that had been - turned out of
doors because they couldn’t pay their rent,
that's what put it into Nannie's head that
ma}be I'd have to pay reat in ‘heaven, ’
‘Well, wife went on and ta.lhed ‘to Nannie
and explained to her about the “many
mansions” jin our “ Father’s house” you

. know, but I didn’t listen much. I was mad

1darkness, and - czmses those who have. sown .

se. iRz tears to rea.p m Ljoy.—~—
senger e T e

What the Deacon Sald

-‘,ch,f said the gdeacon ‘theres many a
‘man that calls himself honest, that’s never

- g0 ‘much 2§ inquxred what nmount of ‘debts
heavens books are golng to ,show against,

him T've learned that. ~ There ‘were ‘years
‘in my life when T hardly- gave a cent to the

if I’'d zone to heaven in those days, for L
couldn’t talk about anything but bargains
and money getting here, and these wouidn't
have been suitable subjects up yonder.
‘Well,

“Lord “without begrudging it,’ ;and I've won-
" dered since what I'd ever have talked about .

in those years I)was telling you-

—~—SAmerican.’ Meﬁ-

-and them. " he said,
think the bank ,ot heavens got anythmg in

to think Seth Brown dared, to tolk about

- me in that way,. right before rNa.nmc 'too.

‘T ﬁxed .up. some pretty sharp thinvs to
say to Seth the. nett time I met, htm and I
wasn't very sorry .to see him the next day
i his cart, 1. began at ﬂum right off.” He
listéned to evexythmg that I sputtered out,
“Well deacon, it you .

it for you, I'm £lad cof. it but I've never

‘ ‘peen’ .you makmg depoate ", and then he
“drove- off. ;

‘Well, I walkcd over to my blackberry.. ;

patch and sat down and thourrht aad the
more I thought the worse I fclt.. I was angry
at ‘first,- but I- got. cooler, and I thought of
Foreign Mission Sunday and -the rheumatiz,

" .and "Home Mission Sunday ‘and the head- .
ache, and Bible Society .day and the neural-
-gy, and Tract day and the corns, till it just -

seemed to me I couldn’t stand it any longer;
and I knelt down there in the blaclgberry-
patch, and sald, *Oh, Lord, I've been a

- stingy man, if ever there was ope, and if

-about, it was dreadful .how I cheated the

Lord. out of his due. Once in a long timne I
paid a little to our church, but I didn't give
a cenl to fanything else. Foreign mission
Sunday was my rheumatiz day, reg'lar, and

I didn’t go to church. Home mission dey .

was headache day with meﬁ‘a.llers, and I
stayed away from meetin’, Bible Soclety

day - I'd genrally a tech. of meuralgy so't L

didn't feel like going out and I stayed at
-home. Tract Society day Fd begin to be

afraid I was going to be-deaf, and oughtn’ .
to bo out inthe wind, so T stayed indoors;

_and on the Sunday for helping the Publi-
cation Society like as not my corns were un-

usually troublesome jand I didn’t feel able

to go out. _
‘Wife wanted me ‘to take a religious

paper. once, -but I wouldn’t hear to't. Toiud
her - that " was nomsense. I didn’t beliege
any of the apostles ever “took religious
papers. - The bible was enough for them,
and. it -ought to be for other folks,

- ‘And yet I never even thought I wasn't

doin’ right. I'd come into it sort of grad-

ual, and. didnt think much aboat givin’
anyhow, except as sort of losing business,
- *Well, my little girl ‘Nannie was about

- Qualker.

‘believe ?

‘ever I do get to bheaven, I deserve to have

to pay rent, sure enough. Help me to give
myself, and whatever I've got, back to thee.”

‘And I believe he’s helped me ever ‘since,
*T'was pretty hard work at first, getting to
giving. - I did feel pretty sore over. the first
dollar I slipped into the collection plate, but

- I've learned better now; and I mean to keep

on giving “as unto the Lord” till I go to.
that heaven wkere Nannie's bcen these
twenty years.'—From a leaflet published by
the American Home Mission Society.
- — e

An infidel named Barker was declaiming
in Philadelphia in the hearing of a Quaker.
The infidel said, in the course of his ad-
dress, that all preachers were hypocrites and
did not believe in the doctrines they preach-
ed. ‘Let me ask thee a question,” said the
‘ Thou wast a preacher some years
didst thou preach what thou didst not
" Wast thou a hypocrite ? The
infidel "evaded arswering, and the Quaker
continued : * ‘If thou wast sincero when
thou wast a preacher, there must have been

ago :

. at least one preacher who was not a hypo-
crite, so thou 'must be lying now.

If thou
wast a hypocrite, then thou mayest be one
new. That is a dilemma, friend Barker.’
The audience agreed, and the infidel was
laughed into sxience. : _ Lo
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