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THE FIRST NEW
YEAR S CALL.

At the first peep of dawn,
Nellie’s bright eyes woke out
€ her quiet sleep, and re-

embering 'a scheme she
ad planned the evening be-
fore, when the custom of

ew Year's visits was the
Lopie of couversation,
roused her little sister,

d said, “It isNew Year's,|

essie, wounldn't it be fun
iopay papa and mamma &
New Year's visit.”

| Bessie opened her: eyes, |’

slosed and rubbed them,

‘vawned, and then went off
50 sleep again. :

4 « It’s New Year's; Bessie.

jWon't: you visif mamma, 88

2.11 the big folks do " said
ITellie, who gave her sister

st twitched her nose.

: %}h tap on the cheek;
ilsd her” ear gontly, and
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covered with" bright smiles.
his sisters also were in the
best of spirits and ripe for
any prank.

“ Who is that in the
hall P'* said mamma to papa.

« I-den’t know; it sounds
as if some one was coming
this way,” aunswered papa.

¢ Dear me, I belipva iv's
the children ' said the
mother. ¢ What prank are
they up tonow?”’ .

The knock at the door
sounded, and the conmpi-
rators entered : Freddy first

bearing & sprig of the
Christmas  mistletoe Bessie
next, and. last of all the
arch conapirator.

« We want some cake and
wine,” wsaid Nellie, ¢ like
vou give to other visitors on
New Year's.”

« Onke and wine,” repeat-
ed Freddie. ;

Mre. and Mrs. Arnold were
L-mot, peopls who Ja'any “way
sympathized with the drink-

Bessie woke :’t this,and, al- usages of gociety, but, once
_bough not entirely a strang- a yesr, in compliance with a

ir to her elder sister’s freaks,
eked what she wanted. The

. _,chemeof a New Year's visit |
was explained, and Bessie |
‘ntered into it heartily. The
.wo children then went to
surly-headed Fred's cot and
4fter admitting him into the
weorat, all started on their
journey through the pas-
age to the .paternal cham-
It would take a volume to
{escribe the adventures and |

serrors of ~that journey. |

Pirst the greatest anxiety
was 'occasioned by the
.‘hought that nurse might
wwake and gpoil their plan ;

that trouble esoaped, they | -

were almost ¢ frightened:

sut of their wits” by the|
~jat running past them—her
“new sounded to them likea | .
jon's roar. After that their | -
set dog, who had been |
leeping on the rug, was
wroused and ocommenced

freddy took it for, is hard

osay ; but he clasped his |

Jister tightly sud said that

pe didn’t want to makes | -

New Year's call on mamms, |
4nd entreated her to g0
- But ghe didn't in-,

iendto do that, and pur-|

jued her course. It was
quite light when they
ch‘theit journey’s end,
the door Freddy's face
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farhion which is rapidly be-
coming unpopular, they of-
fered their guests wine, The
effect that this might have on
their children they did not
consider ; and forgot that by
the careful treasury of the
bottle and its production only
on this day when they would
begin the year with the
kindest feelings and best
wishes to friends, their chil-
dren might grow to consider
it as one of those precious
things most to be desired,
and to be enjoyed when
men and women. Whether
suchis the result of the
practice or moft, thia
thought rurh¢d into the
minds of both pavents at
the same time on Freddie's
request for cake and wine,
and the mother answered
quickly, as if! perceiving at
one glance the ruin caused
many precions children
through the habit of wine-
drinking.

#“ No wine any more,
children.”

“Thank you, Maria,” said
the father. ¢ That is the
proper course ; we should
have taken it long ago.”

And so there was no wine
presented to visitors that day
but a nice cup of tea, coffee
or chocolate was tendered
and ‘accepted with thanks,
and visitors said that they
were glad that Mr. and Mrs.
Arnold’s whole influenco
was to be cast on the side of
those who in no way en-
couraged the use of wine.

The result of rhat little
vigit who cautell 7 Will all
our MessenceR friends nse
their full influencs against
thav whose use causes only
sorrow, woe, habbling,
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