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MONDAY, JANUARY 2,

ON THE VALYE OF TIME.
4 Why stand you hero alt tho day idlo? Matt, 3x. 6.

This is tho question which our Lord in the gospel

| puts to all those who neglect to work in his service

during the short day of their mortal life ; who squander
away their precions time in doing nothing to the purpose;

or in doing every thing but that which it is their indis.

DEDICATED TO WIS LATE ROYAL iIGNRESS THE DUEE| pepsable duty and main interest to do.

oF RENT.
(Contiatied.)

Their yet imperfect bliss to crown complete,
Witk all the rumour’d wealth of gorgeous Ind,
Thou, on 1h’ unsteady piank of brittle bark
To wrath of mingling winds and waves expos’d,
Bad’st vent’rous mortals rush into the deep 5
And wide excursive shape their trackless course :
Their guide thy min’ral kinsmau Magnet found,
Of pow’rful spell, yet dif’reat far from thire,
Attracted, not attracting.  Hint thou sent’st,
Constant and true with fairy hand to point
At fancied realms and regions yet unknown.

Embolden’d thus, what dangers Vasco dar’d,
Vaseo, his Lusitania’s naval boast !
With tempests strange, and seas of monstrous swell,
When long he strove, ere rounded Alrick’s Cape.
As Camoens sings, sweet bard ! and with his own,
“T'ransmits to latest times his hero’s fame.

And thou, Columbus ! ill-requited chief!
What risks did’st run ! what hardships did’st endure !
1n all thy wand’rings oer the boundless breadth
Of occan unexplar’d ! whom harricane
Forth rushing sudden, with tremendous blast,
Rears from his bed, in all his furious might
*foss’d high, 1l with tus foam be lash the stars:
While fast along the mountain billow’s top
The Spirit ol the Storm careering shricks,
And calls ihe thunder forth e {rom tus cloud
Assentient sends the flash 5 aad mutCring rolls,
With slow progressive sweep, his deep’ning glooms ¢
Till full o’er head his awtul voice ke rears,
Loud bellowing to the deep’s subsiding roar,
*T'rembling that shrinks throughout : as from his throne
Th’ clectric demon flings his forked fires
TYerrific, and his gushing torrent pouss.

Thus vent'rous did'st thou strive on puny skiff
Through wild uproar of elemental war;
New latitudes did'st tempt, new heav’ns behold,
Of aspect wond’rous. op’ning on the sight:
Nor,like thy frighted (ollowers,siood’st appaild,
Whase coward murei’rings caus'd thee more alarm,
As ucar they’d made thee miss thy noble aim,
Than Nature’s ev'ry phenomen sublime.
Al this thou bor’st with patience undisnlay'd,
And loyal, ardent, perserering 2eal,
To give a thankless king 1hy took’d for world,
And at his feet her glivring treasuzes pour.

Such prools adduc’d undoubted of thy hoard,
1a regions transatlantic hugely pild,
‘T'ho nations, Moncy, from their slumber rouse,
Tili now lethargic deem’d 3 from every port
Thy votrics spread the sail, the way now shewa,
For rcalms, whore mo-t thou ling’ring lov’st to dwell.

There is nothing so unaccountable as the folly of
mankind in misspending their time. Some pass their

price paid down for it,if the purchaser is too gool o
judge to be overreached in the bargain. DBut here, my
dear Christinns, the purchaser js-God himsoelf|, who can-
not be deceived: and the price paid down.for our time
ismothing less than the sufferings and death of his only
Son made man. For you must recollect that by the sin
of our first parents we had all of us forfeited our time.
The dreadful sentence passed upon our first fnther
Adam, extended to all his postetity, *In what day soever
thou eatest the fruit of the tree, swhereof I have {orbidden
thee to eat, thou shalt dio the death.” {Gen. ii.) Our
fate was inseparably linked with his, Wa were to be
his children, and consequently his heirs. Had he never
swerved from his duty, the kingdom of heaven, the pro-
wmised reward of his obedience, was ours by inheritance.

whole lile in idleness, uscless to themselves, to their
country, and to their fellow creatures. Othes plunge
into the hurry of business, and mingle in the bustie ano
tumult of human affuirs. Some scem born only to
enjoy the flecting pleasures of this world; and by the
variety of' their amusements and pastimes study only
to beguile care, and that tedious irksomeness of life
i which always pursues them close at the heels, how fast
soever they scek to fly before it.  Qthers, while they
strive by their painful endeavours to heap together the
perishable goods of this life,deny themselves the necces-
isary time to lay in proper stores for the life to come.
Thus Time seems a common c¢nemy, whom all men
scetn to have conspired to make away with. Their
whole life seems but one continued stady how to get rid
of it; and those are always deemed the muost happy,
who succeed best in contriving how to make it appear

sensible of its duration. Their {rivolous amusements.
or more serivus occupations, are sweet and agreuable,
only in as far as they seem to abridge their days and
hours; and to make them pass away so inscnsibly as
.scarcely to be perceived till they are gone, and gone for
ever,

Time, that precious depositum with which our God
has entrusted s, ts then become a heavy, an insupport-
able burthen to us ! It is true, we would consider it as
the greatest of misfortunes to be wholly deprived of it;
but then while it is ours, we cannot support the tedious-
incss of its durauon. It is a treasure which we would
{ for ever keep, but which we are ever impatient to waste
and to squander away.

Novertheless it is on the right use of this time, which
we secm to value so litile at present, that our happiness
{or eternity depends.  Time then is of all things the

most precious ; but it is precious only m as far as itis
§wcll employed. We must then employ it well, in order
"to render it precinus. It shall therefore be my endea~

vour at present to show how great the value of nme, if

: well employed, may be; in order to induce you to employ
{itwell. This shall be the whole subject of my discourse
to you on the present oceasion.
3 ‘I'here are four considerations, which if properly ats
, tended to, must convince us of the exceeding great value
Eof time; and these considerations deserve your utmost
tattention. Time is precious, 1°. Because it wus pur-
! chased for us ot au infinito price. 2 °. Because if well

i
!lhnn infinite. 3 °. Because it is very unceriain as 10

11ts duration: and 4°. Becnuse, when lost, it is irre-
parable.
{

short; who feel least of its weight, and wha are least

employed, tne advantages it produces are nothing lessi

But as he fell by sin {rom his happy state, and incurrad
the divine displeasure, it wag ours to share witlr him in
the punishment of his transgression : and this punish.
ment was death. ** By one man,” says St. Paul, @ has
sin entered into the world, and by sin death.”’ (Kom. v.
12.) Al our time was then at an end. Or if ws had
been suffered 1o make our appearance in this world for
a while, it were only to entail deuth, and all its unhappy
consequences on our wretched posterity ; when having
fulfilled the dreadiul purposes of God's justice, we were
doomed to become successively the prey of death, and
to be cost forth for ever from the face of the Lord,

In this dreadful situation, born- as we waore but to.die;
or, if permitted for 2 while to lnger lere, when lile
itsell’ was become a curse, aud but the occasion of aug-
menting our guilt, by adding actual 1o ornginal sin:
when all our endeavours to effect a reconciliation with
our offended God were of no avail ; what would we not
have given, what would we not have done or suffered in
order to obtain the smallest portion of this time of mercy,
of grace and snlvation, which we st present enjoy ?
Almighty Go.l might have treated us as he did the rebel
angels, and denicd us the possibility of being ever
recouciled with him any more. Nay, his justice called
aloud {or satisfuction, and pressed the execution ¢f the
sentence pronounces] against us.

But here his mercy interposes herself in our behalf ;
and thrusts herself between us and his avenging justice.
The Denty is moved with a pity for lost man, which he
had not felt for the rebel angels. He cannot bear to
see his child of predilection, his last born, bui the most
beloved of all his creatures perish ; and perish, not so
much through any malice originating with himself, as
through that of the infernal serpent, by whom he hed
been seduced. He therefore resolves to save him, and,
at whatever cost, to rescuc him from utter destruction.

Great God ! but how then shall thy insenced justice
be appeased ! She demands a full and complete satis-
faction for our sins; and a price adequate to the value
of that time, which was to be restored.  But who shall
be able to make the atonement required ; or to pay vp
the enormous sum slated to obr account T « O, the
depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how incomprehensible are his judgments, and how un-
searchable his ways! For who has knowa the mind of
the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?? (Rom. xii.)
This debt of satisfaction, which all the creatures togo-
ther could never have pmd off, he himself resolves to
cancel. And as man was the one by whom it was due,
and of whom it was required, in order tv render him

1©. The value of any thing i3 best known by they

capable of clearing it, he even deigns to take upon him-



