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Longr before Kate was able to walk, Daddy Will had consti-
tuted Iimself bier keeper, if lie migrlit not, be in ail respects lier
:nurse. Wlîenever, she wvent, out ot bier motber's- care she -%vas
certainly to be seen cradled in bis capacious arms, where she
seemed to bc a mere speck of white and pink resting against, the
blackc outîjues of bis broad chest. H1e would walk thus wvith bier
to and fro for hour after bour, conversing with hier for montbs
before she c6uld lisp a word> and takingy for satisfactory reply the
understanding gaze o f ber great round unwinking eyes. And the
companionsbip of the pair continued, without interruption>
cbatiging only in its character as the babe developed into grirl-
bood and womanbood, to each of which stages the old man ad-
justed bimself with instinctive nicety.

Mrs. Dater bad wisely encourag(,ed Daddy XVill's devotion
to her daughter, aid for a double reason: she bad the higyhest
respect for bis simple but acute wisdom, for his unbending
probity, and for his stauincli family attachrnent and allegriance;
and she knew that Kate's budding frame and intelligence would
be strengtbened by just sucli training and exercise as tlie vigor-
ous old soldier wcould insure to both. And Mrs. Dater's sagacity
xvas not at fault, as was shown on at least one occasion, the inci-
dents of wbicb seern wvorth reciting.

Whien Kate wvas eight years old sbe wvas very lovely in person
and disposition; but withal, as a child in perfect bealth is apt to,
be, as active and mischievous as a monkey. She wvas naturally
loving and docile; but one day, in a moment of vexation or disap-
pointruent caused by sonie direction of bier rnother's wvhi--,h she did
not relish, she rushed ont of the room in a gust of passion, look-
ingy like a little fury. In an instant, however, she wvas arrested
conscious-stricken by tbe sighit of Daddy Wîll standing before
ber, and looking very grave and soirowful. lie bad been an un-
observed spectator of bier ebullition, and when she was -,topped
in bier beadlongy course by bis accusing face, she wvas filled witli
remorse. She felt tbat Daddy Will did not approve of bier, did
not even pity or excuse ber; and as the two stood for a brief
instant in dead silence, sbe seemed, in ber pretty seif-abasenient
-lier bead bowed and lier arins hanging, hites at ber side-
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