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plified in E-ngland even the bittereet
opponOntS Of our Society have been
,00n1ipuiled to admit that we are loyal
to the government under which we
live, and that our professions of faith
are as free from any taint of irreligion
as they are unbiased by any pretence
for this or that particular form, of
polity.

In these crcumstatlces, and with
this knowledge to guide them, people
WUI recognize the sincerity as weil as
the value of last Wednesday's demon-
stration. But there are ulso perýjona1
reasons which, no doubt, contributed
to intensify the feeling displftyed.
The Queen is the patron of the Craft,
aud a liberal supporter of our insti-
tultions. Moreover, she is a member
of a family which during the last 145

lie as takien a more or less con-
spicuous part in upholding, and giv-
ing effeet 1.o, the principles cf the
great. Masonic Brotherhood. In 1737
Fred,,rický, Prince of Wales, son of
George II., auti father of George !ILI,
was initiated at an occasional lodge
at lew, and to bimn the second edition
of Anderson's Constitution, publishied
the year followiug, was dedicated.
He died, however, in 1751, without
taing auy 1rominent part in the do.
inge of the Fraternity. In '1766 two
of bis brothers, the Dukes of York
and Gloucebter, were iniitiated, and
yet a third brother, nvLmely, Henry
Frederick, Dukie of Cumberland, in
1767. The last mentioncd was in-
stalled Graiad M1aster ia 1782, in suc-
cession to tire Duke of Mýanchester,
and held office tili bis death, eight
years later. In i790 George, Prince
of Wa.les, son of George Ill.-who,
with bis brother, Dulie of York, hadl
been initiated in 1788-was elected
Grand Master, and remained sucli
till 1813, when feeling it necessary as
Prince llegent to resign office, his
place was taken by the Duke cf Sus-
sex, whio was annually re-elected tili
ha daeath in 1848. Thus, for sixty
One years consecutively, the Craft had
for its chie ruler a Prince of the
blood royal, while it 3hould be further

mentioned that of the other sons of
George III., the Dukes of York, Clar-
ence (afterwards William IV., anù
Grand Patron in succession to George
IV.), Kent (father of our beloved

tQueen), and Cumnberland (afterwards
Kiing and Grand Master of Han over),
were members of the Craft, the Duke
of Kent, with bis brother of Sussex,
taking a leading part in re-uniting
the two bodies of so-called "Ancients"
and "Moderns," into whici, during
the latter haif of laat century, and
the earlier years of this century, the
Craft was divided. As three of thr.
Queen's sons are Craftsmen, and as
we believe we are correct in stating
that tha late George V. of lianover
was also a Mason, it follows that the
Royal family of Great B-itain has
been actively connected with our Se-
ciety during its last five generations,
or, as we have noted already, for a
period cf 145 years. Here, then, are
reasons enough-if none other exist-
ed, as we bave shown they do exist-
why English Freemasons should take
a direct and enduring interest in al
that. concerng the well-being of the
graclous Sovereign who guides the
destinies of the British Empire. Ma-
sonic principles bid us be loyal to ber
government, while the love and re-
spect we entertain for lier and lier
family go a considerable way towards
ErLrengthening and confirming those
p rinciples. In short, our loyalty
Springs, in the first instance, from a
strict sense of duty, and in the next,
from our love and respect for the
dynasty.

Many of our readers will 'loubtless
feel inclined to, say that, having ai-
ready again and again demonstratedl
our proposition that Englieli Free-
masons are from, necessity and in-
clination a loyal body of British sub-
jects, it is unnecessary to proiong our
remarks. Yet we think it wiil be
considered at Ieast excusable if we
add a few word,, as to the magnitude
of the debt we owe to our Royal
brethren. To go no furtier back

1than the year 1875, when our prosent
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