
TOMATO (±BOWEBS
A M ~ 'NiAr J AiNI11ToN;- AD VAN CL PRICES DEMANDED1.

A MEETZING of toinato grovers of
XVentworth couinty xvas lield at the
Dominion hiotel Saturday for the

purpose of considering w4îat stcps it void
be advisabIe to take to get better prices froi
canners for tornatoes grown tlîis suiimier
than were paid last fali. There wvas an e-x-
ceptionaliy, good attendance, neariy 100, tili-
ers of the soul beingç prcsent. It tookz themn
a long tinec to gyet down to business, there
beincg no person an.xious to acccpt flhe re-
sponsibility of setting' the x%lîcels in motion,
but whien thcy (lid get started they trans-
,acted a large volumne of business ini a re-
miarkzably short space of timie.

'l'ie first quiestion (IisciUý,seci vvas whcther
or îîot it wouild be a,,dvisable to formi a To-
mnato, Growcrs' Association, and recogynisiing
flic fact thiat ini union there Nvas strenigtlî, it
did niot talze long to decide ini the affirmative.
The association starts out witlî about 75
niemibers, and flhc officers expect that this
mnmber xviii be (loubled xvlîcn the farniers
g-enerally tiiîîerstand what the amnis and ob-
jects of thic association arc. As an evidence
of good faithi, those who joincd on Saturday
<leposited 25 cents cadi w'ith flhc secretarv.
Tlie clection of officers -was next procecedd
witî. RZ. E-. Lewis, of Bartonville, xvas flic

unziiiii lîCoice for- president, and E. J
Mfalioncv xvvas elected secreta-rv,.

I-aving conîpllcted thecir orgaîînization thec
tonliato gIro\wcrs starteci ini to discuss othecr
niatters, the first of wxhiclî va the price to
be deînanided for toniatocs îîext fali. Last
fail thie cainiers paid onlv 2o cents a buisiiel
for tonmatocs, and it xvas agrrecd that this
figure xvas far too low. S;olle thougf;lit 30
cents a blishel, shiould be thce iimm
Otliers waicd to split the dlifficnce by set-
ting thc price at 25 cents a bushiel. After

inuchi discussion it Nvas dccided to allow
evcry grow'er to miake the best bargain lie
cotild xvith the canncrs, but every niemiber
of the association afflxed bis signature to an
agreement not to acccpt less tlîan 25 cents
a busiiel. If the canners xviii not contract
for tonîatocs nt tlîis price, thiere wxill bc fcw
of thein g-rown this ia]], as the farmners arc
x'cry iiîuch ini carncst ini their deniands. Tliey
have little fear of outside competition, as the
f rciglit rates are sufficientiy highl to Protect
theni, and ,as tlîev coîîsider that thieir griev-
anice is a just onc thcy intend to flht to i
finishi.

The growers lhave another grievance
agrainst the canners, wliich tlhey intend to
have settle(l before settinçg out thecir plants
this spring. The contracts whîicl thiey have
been askc(l and practicahll compelled to sien
ini former vears contained an objectionable
Clause. It gave the canners the privilege
of saving Mhen the toîîîatocs Nverc to be (le-
livered. Frequently they xvere not prepared
to accept deliverv whien the tomatoes were
ripe, and thic growers liaci no alternative bt
to let thenii rot on the ground. Later thie
camners wivolcl conîpel thecn to cicliver thic
quantitv coîîtractedt for. This clause of the
coîîtract xvili have to 1e striick out or niodi-
fied. Thie gro llr xiii sist on beincg al-
lowcd( ta cicliver thecir goods xvlieî thecy are
rcadv. 
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Sanie of tuie carniers lîad a talk xvitl tuie
officers of tuie Growers' Association after
tuie meeting. and signified thecir xvilliîîgness
to comlpiy withi the deinds of the associa-
tion. Vie officers of the tw.\vo associationis
wxili prabably nîict in the necar future to taliz
the niatter avei. and ta draxv up a new forii,
of contrzict.


