970

FARMING

O1d Country in a finished condition to
be classed as ** Americans.”

The average price per head pad for
“shippers” during 1898 is given at
$55 as against $6o the year previous,
being a decrease of $5a head. The
total value of the Canacian cattle ship-
p. d from the St. Lawrence and Ameri-
can ports thus runs up to $6,438.575.
As compared with 1897, there was a
decrease of 20,139 head shipped from
Montreai.

Buyers had much in their favor last
year. They bought their cattle cheaper,
railway freight rates were low, feed was
cheap, while ocean freight rates were
also down, and insurance also cost
them onlv 3] of one per cent. as
against 314 per cent. paid in former
years.  Gordon X Ironsides, of Mani-
toba, head the hst of exporters with
30,641 head.

HOW OUR CATTLE <SELL IN
BRITAIN.

In the early part of the seacon prices
obtained in the London market for
Canadian cattle ruled about 11c. per
Ib. They fluctuated somewhat till
July when as bigh as 11%4c. was paid.
In October prices broke down to 8lc,,
which was the lowest figute quoted.
They afterwards rose to the same level
as at the commencement of the sea-
son. As a rule the Liverpool market
ruled lower than London. A satisfac-
tory trade for a first season was done
with Manchester via the Manchester
ship canal. From Glasgow the returns
were not very satisfactory.

COMPARATIVE FRICES FOR CATTLE FROM
CANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES.
When we come to compare the

prices paid in the London market for

cattle from Canada, the United States
and Argentina the results are not
favorable to our stock.  In May, Can-
adian cattle brought 11c.,, American,

11}{ and Argenune stack, 9! In

September we find the latter selling

for 44c. alb. more than Canadian cat-

tle, and this advaniage was retained
pretty much vl the end of the season,
while the ¢ ference in favor of the

American cattle rose to as much as

GREAT

135¢c. Here is food for grave reflec-
tion. Are Canadian cattle going back-

ward or are the United States and
Argentine stock improving while ours
are only holding our own?

IWhat are the causes of this difference
in value ?

These are not far 1o seek. During
the depression which prevzailed through-
out Canzda a short time ago, beef
ruled comparatively low in price, and
consequently the general run of farm-
ers neglected their stock, used the
cheapest bulls for service they could get,
oftentimes a scrub one or a reistered
one with notiing 1o recommend him but
Ais pedigree, with the deplorable results
that are secn today. Qur neighbors
to the south of us, while somewhat in-
fluenced in the same manner, yet did
not run to such extremes, and feeders
in the great corn-growing states, who
knew that they could not utilize their
“golden” crop to better advantage
than in feediog steers and hogs for the
Chicago and other markets, kept on
pretty much in the same manner as

' hitherto, so that the general quahty of
their cattle was fairly well maintained.
It 1s the possession of these bounteous
crops of corn, in itself socheap a feed,
and yet so satisfactory for finishing off
cattle, that gives American feeders such
a pull over Canadman. Put both on
the same footing as regards feed and
the quality of their tive stock, and this
advantage would disappear.

As regards the Argentine cattle, the
improvement in the prices receved for
them is the result of the steady im-
provement of their stock, which has
been and is still being carried on with
such persistenceandenergy. Far-<ceing
breeders pay godd prices for tharough-
bred sires and dams, and are surcly
and quickly reaping the benefits of
their witelligent action.  While a short
time ago the cattle found in that coun-
try was of a kind far removed from
the standard of export stock, already
there are thousandsof fine animalsship-
ped to Great Britain, and their number
and quality will be continuaily aug-
mented. Argentine presenis a splen-
did example of what the use of pure-
bred stock can accomplish when
backed by energy and intelligence.

FHE SHEEP 1RADE.

The season of 1898 was a most
upsatisfactory one for the sheep export
trade. The principal reason for this
was found in the large aumbers of
sheep exported to Great Britain from
Ireland, in consequence of which the
markets became demoralized and sheep
had to be sold tor whatever prices they
would bring. The first Canadian
sheep arnved in July and sold for 1oc.
alb.  During the latter part of Angust
prices, which hud previously gone up 1o
10t3c, fell to gc., but recovered later
up to 11ic. In October they again
fell 10 oc., but once more reached
112:c. The average sales dunng the
season were 32s. 2 head at Liverpool,
36s. at London, and 3ss. at Glasgow.
34:991 head, a decrease of 26,263 as
compared with the total shipments of
1897, left Montreal for Great Britain.
In 1896 the number exporied was
45.680. The average value in 1898 at
$5 a head amounted to $174,955.
Most of the sheep exported were
shipped to Londou.

HORSE EXPORTS

The export horse trade fell off near-
ly 50 per cent.in 1898 as compared
with 1897. The reason for this lies
principally in the fact chat exporters
could not find sufficient horses of the
right kind to ship, and sooner than
lose money shipping inferior stock,
which, at hest, meet only a slow, drag-
ging sale at any time, they were con-
tent to take what few ihey could find
to suit their purpose. 5,822 head in
all left Montreal, as against 10,048 in
1897. Daring the season prices ob
tained ranged, as a rule, from 20 a
head to £66 3s.. the latter figure being
readily obtained for heavy draft horses.
Ove superior Capadian-bred draft
horse realized £75 at the Ishngion
cAttle market. For cobs and harness
horses as much as 76 guineas were
given with higher figures in special
cases, as in former years most of the

horses were sent to London.
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GROUND IN BUSINESS ¢
PRINCIPLES aud PRACTICE s

‘The foundation principles of business
are taurht pupils attending this Col-
tege. The whole education is of &
character that enables them to enter
business life knowing bow to take on
its duties.

nter now for a course in

BOOK-KEEPING
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British American Business College

Y.M.C.A. Ruilding, Cor. Yonge and
McGill Streets

Davin Hosxkins, . -...TORONTO
Chartered Accountant, Principal.
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STRATFCRD

Fall Term Opens Sept 5th
Central
Q@W/

STRATFORD, ONT,

Wiite to day for our new ca.alogue. 1t's the finest
business college catalogue in Canada, and represents
tho most progressive and best school.

W. J. ELLIOTT, Principal.

The Cheapest
Machine Made.

1s the Quickest,
Oleanest and
Best \Washer in the
market, and the most
suitable machine for
the {armer.

A piant for work, and will last a lifetime.

Circuluis and price lius free,

TORONTO NOVELTY WORKS
J. A. Gowaws, Proprietor.
184 SPADINA AVE., TORONTO, ONT.

It is to your advantage to men-
tion FARMING when writing to
advertisers.
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