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their remarhable and umiversal success s undouhlcdly !
their own inherent valuable attnbutes possessng, as
they undeniably do, a combinauon of the perfections
of the ovine species, which 1s absolutely unique, and
places them above all other breeds as the sheep of the .
present day.  Remarkable alike for their fecundity,
hardihood, and early matunty, they are light con-
samers, with wonderful powers of assimulation, and |
readily adapt themselves to almast all varieties of
susl or counery, the nch hunnd pastures of Ireland, or
the bleak Highlands of Scotiand.  Their fleeces aver-

age trom an orcinary flock, 7% e, of wonl, com- |
manding the highest price 1n the market of any '
Britsh breeds, while wethers at fourteen months old
will yield a carcase of the finest mutton, weghing
from cighty to one hundred pounds, free of offal,
although show-wethers at eighteen months will fre-
quently attain to 200 pounds and ewes 180 pounds of
carcase.  The greatest spint and determmation s
evinced by the leacding flock-masters to maintamn the
high standard of their sheep. Rams having been
hired for the season at sums varying from 40 to zsoj
guineas, and purchavad at as much as 500 guineas.

Ewes from the most noted flocks have reahzed 37

guincas each ; and when it 1s remembered that these

high prices are gaven by mien who breed for profitand

not for fancy only, and whose selections are backed

by sound judgment and expenence, it is an indisput-

able critenon that no means are being spared to make

the Shropshire the most profitable, popular, and per-

fect of all breeds of sheep.
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How We Breed and Train Our Trotters
Without Professional Aid.

{rir<T rarex.}

This paper is not being written so much for he who -
for years has made a study of how to breed a standard
trotter or road horse as it is for the farmer who has not |
given the matter much thought. Besides it would be |
putting on just a little too much bush for sucha ** small
canoe ” as the wnter were he 1o pose as an educator to
those who have made the study their work for years. |
So to make myself quite clear, I am wniting, as [ say,
to the farmer and non-professional breeder, and if 1°
succeed in giving him a pointer for good on the way,
then I shall be amply paid.

Well, brother farmer, one thing I ha.e¢ to<ay to you ’
is that you must not expect to gather figs from thomns.
When you undertake to breed for a trotter you must
do so, with all conditions in your favor from the start.
Much time is lost and many disappointments occur in
not taking this into consuderation.

You may have a likely looking mure of strong blood
lines, leading to thoroughbred sires and dam close up, |
and you may decde in consequence of this if youmate |
ber with a trotting-bred stallion you are on the right !
track. Such is not the result of experience, as taken !
from the records.  If your mare is of strong trotting |
instinct, and the desire 10 trot on her part is heredi. |
tary, mate her to & stallion charged lh!wgbhuhloodj
hnesmlhthcumedeme.mdthermho(wchl
mating, gauged by the records, will be satisfactory.
Seays Sussex - ¢ That old axiom so famihar to breeders,
and by all intelligent ones accepted as truthful, that
like begets like, or the likeness of some ancestor,
“applies 10 the breeding of the trotter as it does to the
breeding of the Clyd-: or the thoroughbred.  The more
of the propenty you are after in the colt you purpose
breeding that you can find in the breeding of the sire
and the dam the greater will be your chance of get-
ing 8 colt fell of the qualities you are secking. You

‘known as” the American Standard-bhred Trotter,

cannot gnthcr ﬁgs from a haw bush or grapes from a
turmip top.”

Farmer, the work of establishing a famuly of horses,
has
been going on for yéars, and the more advanced of the

ltnl)c have, or nearly so, attamed that pomt when ke

I)egch like, orif the hheness of some ancestor, lh’ll

ancestor s a trotter, and it s welt that all the larmcrsl

hould know this, for the producuon of all domesuc
"ammal kind 1s part of our work :

us in the breeding of the Standard Trotter, it s our
duty as farmers to hknow just where to hitch onan the

i work of breeding them, ~ that we may nat, through -

ynorance, lose any time threshing out beaten straw
when we decide to doat.

In arder, ther, to define just what comsututes a

trotung-bred horse, 1 will herein gne you the rules
adopted by the censors of the Nation! Association of

Trotting Horse Bieeders, to control admission to the

Stud bool :
First—Any stathon that has himself a record of two
minutes and thirty seconds (2.30) or better, provided

that any of his get has a record of 2:35 or better, or

prended his sire or his dam s already a vtandard ani-
i

Second— Any mare or gelding thatthas a record of
130 ar better.

Third—Any horse that 1s the sire of two animals
w:th records of 2:30 or better.

Fourth—Any hotse that 1 the sire of one animal
with a record of 2:30 or better, provided that he has
cither of the following additional quahfications : (1) A
record himself of 2:35 or better.  {2) Is the sire of two
other animals with records of 2:35 or better.
a sire or dam that is already a standard animal.

s

"

Fifth—Any mare that has produced an animal with .

a record of 2:30 or better.

Sixth—The progeny of a standard horse when out of ;
. a standard mare.

Seventh—The female progeny of a standard hor<e
when out of a mare by a standard horse.
Eighth—The female progeny of a standard horsc

. when out of a mare whose dam is a standard mare.

Ninth—-\uy mare that has a record of 2:35 or better.
and whose sire or dam is a standard animal.
It wifl be well, then, for every farmer who purposes

_breeding a trotter to cut out the above rules of admis-
* sion and pin them in his hat, for though they are very

simple, they will be found very necessary as a guide in
the matter of breedingup.  All standard-bred stallions

5that are registered have numbers: mares have not.

! &allions may be registered in the non-standard class,
hul they also are without numbers. I mention this as
a guide when mating your mare with a troiting-hred

i stallion. Unless he has a number he is no aid to you in

breeding up ; so that your colt may be registered in the
standard list if your mare is by a standard-bred sire,
and you have stinted her to a standard-bred stallion,
then the progeny, if a female, is eligible for registra-
tion, and you are ready by the next cross to produce a
colt eligible for registration, by rule 6, the highest
rule in breeding.

The most sought after sires to-day are the Wilkes,
the Almonts, Electioneers, Kentucky Princes, Met-
woods, Ihctator, Harold, Princepts, and Saltan—all,
or nearly 0, descendants of Hambletonian 10 and
Mambrino. Kentucky Prince, a sensitive sire, 13 by
Clarck Chief 89, he by Mambrino Chief 11.  Kentucky
Chief's dam was Kentucky Queen, by Morgan Eagle,
son of hale Green Mountain Morgan. 1 mention the
breeding of Kentucky Prince more particularly to show
that true greatness from all conditions rise, and if the
trotter, like the man, bred as he may be, acts well his

and 1n case any of
“us should think after enquiny that there s a dollar for

(3) Has'

1
part, there all the honor lies. Sl the very large
share of turf celebnties and allustoons sires of winners
are direct descendants of but a very few famihies, and
when you turn to the tabulated pediygree of sonie star of
the trotung turf you will ind Hambletonan 1o, Mam-
brino Chief 11, Amencan Star, Abdallah, and Pilot
e 12, muluphied into greatness by in-and-in breeding
the sensational trotter, whose pedigree you are conning
is the result

107 Sonsof Hambletonian 10 w ere 1n turn sires of sons

and daughters who made themiselves standard through
the performance of theiw get. 41 of his sons trotted in
2.30 ur better, and 44 of his daughters also produced
speed  His chosen son, upon whom he evdently cast
his mantle of greatness, was George Wilkes §19. At
the close of 1888, 59 of his get had recently ranged
between 2:153¢ and 2:30 as trotters, with 6 addiional
| ones with pacing records better than 2:30 29 of his
sons bred mnand were 1n turn the sires of trotters with
records of 2:30 or better. 11 of his daughters have
i also produced trotters with marks mside the charmed
carcle.  George Wilkes §19 was foaled in 1856, He
had a record of 2 22 ¢ he diwd in 1882, and when 26
vears of age ; had but two to his credit in the 30-list
when he died. I mention this toshow that it does not
“follow because a young stallion may not have a num-
- ber of performances to his credit, if his breeding and
“indnvidual excellence are all right, that with opportun-
1ity he may not have later on, and that the farmer who
! purposes breeding for a trotter may after 21l be on the
! nght track as much when paying $1510 $20 for a
{ young well-bred horse as if he pan! $100 to $500 for
"the service of one whose greatness 1s in every one'’s
mouth as a producer of speed or performer, but who,
as I say, 1s really no better bred than the young and
i cheaper statlion who has yet his spurs 1o win.  Breza
to the best, and we are told that is nonc tos yood, 2l of
; which is true, but from a farmer’s standpoint the most
expensive sire is not always the best for him, while
: under peculiar circumstances it may he for the profes-
<ional breeder who finds 1t necessary, when he is aim-
ing to cater to public taste, to do so, if he wishes to
! heep in the swim.
! The farmer who owns a mare of trotting descent,
and has decided to multiply that property by stinting
her to trotting-bred stallions, can find suitably bred
ones in almost any section of the country, and at
figures well within reach ; stallions many of them suf-
ficiently well-bred to warrant the possibility of some
day being quoted as seisational sires.

The great George Wilkes was once thought a failure
ss a sire.  Pilot jr. 12 could hardly get a mare, sill
daughters of the same Pilot 12 1,-day are the veme de
la creme of speed producers: the famous Mand S.
heing out of Miss Russeli, she by Pilot jr. 12, and his
sire again was s Canadian pacing staltion. Truly
greatness from all conditions rise, and is chained to no
particular spot.

It was my intention in this letter to let you know
just how we managed our young trotting-bred colts,
but shall have to let it lay over for my next, this one
already being too long- However, let me say in con-
clusion for this time: 1 am a strong advocate of
reciprocity amongst farmers—a reciprocity of experi-
ence, one with another, such as we have an oppor-
tunity to experience throngh the columns of this
journal. We should make known to each other more
than we do our failures and sccemes. My mimtake,
if ma e known, may suggest success in your case, and
your experience save me from error.

I have always claimed that the farmer does more
work for a dollar than does any other white man, and
[ really do not know why he should. Sometimes I
think that if we knew each other better than we do




