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O motion the dopartment was requested to select as sub-oxaminers lm‘tisans.

high s-h-ol mastors and other teachers of practioal exporienco.

The followmmg oflicors wero oloctod : —Churman, Dr. Puarslow ;-
Secretary, Mr. Merchant; BExscutive Committeo, Messes. Strang,
Embree, MacMurehy, Miller, and R bert Atexandor; Legislativo Com.
mttee, Messrs. Bry:\gt, Seott, and Wetherell.

INSPROTORS® SECTION,

In the Inspoctors’ soction, amendments to the school law were gon- |
sidered. The ssction expressed its opimon that swmmer vacations in
rural districts shonld be six woeks long ; that the nonunation and elec. ,
tion of Public Schiol tiustees an citios wnd incorporated villages should
bo hiel'l on the same day as the nomination and cloction of municipal
councillors, and in tue same place; that the number of trustoes of rural |
schoul sections bo increased by two, and that the same be five mnstead of
three, also t it eacl trustee hold oflice fur five voars ; that it be com-
pulsory in trustoes to pay their teachers yuarterly ; that the expe .ses
of all examinations, excopt entrance oxammations, in connection with
the pablic educational system, be providel for by fees to he paid by
candi lates ; that it shoulil be mewnbent wpon County Councils to provide |
and levy $30 towarids the local teachers® institite ; that section 186 of |
the School Act should be changed so as to remove all doubt in regard to .
its being compnlsory on County Councils to provide for the travelling |
and other official expenses of Public School Inspectors.

The section elected the following officers. —~Chairman, A. Campbell, |
Kincardme; Secretary, F L. Michell.  Dircctors — Messrs. Fother '
ingham, McKiunon, Clapp, and Hunter. Legislative Committee—
Messrs. Maxwell, Smith, and Littlo.

A committee consistmg of Messrs. McMurchy, Alexander, and Me-
Kinnon, was appointed to report next year on the consolidation of the
constitution and by-laws of t‘lis Assembly and the amendment of them ,
so far as they relate to the election of officers.

Col. F W. Parker delivered an aldvess on the ‘Feaching of Reading ;
and Language in Schrols.  He said that the maxun “learn to do by
domg™ had been disrogardel, Reading was not talking. ‘The clild
had learned to talk before he came to school, in fact all great clocu- |
tionists said, **If you will learn elocution, go tu a little cinld.”  The
chilil's pronun-iation an 1 articulation might be imperfect ; its emphasis
never.  The lecturer imitated the dull, monotunous tone in which a
child reads after a fow months’ training at school, and said it was some-
thiny between a whine and a groan. f{cxdmg was not pronuuciation.
If pronunciatir n had to be taugl ¢, it was sumcthing qute scparate fromn
reading, nor did reading consist of articulation or emphasis, buth of
which the child had learned before coming to school. He defined reading
es a means of getting thought by means of written sentences. Reading
was thinking by means of written words. It the child did not think
he did not reaidl The great mistako committed had been to make ex-
pression the end of education, whereas power should be the end and
cxpression the means. ~ As frequently taught, oral reading, instead of
& means to mako the child think, was actually an abstacle between the
child and the thought. A faulty system was the old A, B, C method
of teaching the alphabet. Another was the phonic system, as some-
times taught, and another was clocution, in which children were taught
to make strauge and unnatural noises. He strongly condemned the
system under which children were made to read the same book again
and agam, after they had learued its contents by heart. Take this
question of polluting literature.  Why did children re.d it? Because
they were starved in the school-room on this miserable yubbish. He
would throw away the spelling-books, the grammars, the primary
gco§raphics, and buy a library for every scheol house in America.

Mr. Hughes presenteid a report recommending that induatrial draw-
ing be made compalsory in Public and Righ Schiools, and that marks in
drawing be taken fnto account the same as those in other subjects at
the entrance examination to the High Schools ; also that industrial oc-
cupations be introduced into the Public Schools, especially in the junior
clagses ; and that the Minister of Education be requested to provide
such training in Model and Normal Schools. The report was ad opted.

Dr. Carlyle reald a paper on *Uniformity of Text Books.” He ex
pressed himself m favor of uniformity, and suggested that a series of
readers be used which would contain one complet.: English classic
instead of scraps without beginning or end.

Mr. A. P. Kuight, Kingston, read a paper on ¢ University Con-
solidation and State Aid to Colleges.” He suggested that a certain
amount of aid should be given to all colleges whi
requirements.

In the evening Col. F. W. Parker delivered an address on “ The
confitct of two ideals in education.”  He said that throughout all history
two ideals had governed human action, One was that of fore-ordiuation
—man’s fore-ordain'ng what man should be. Whother for gool of man,
or for gelfish purposes, the vich and powerful had fore-ordained what a
great portion of mankind should be, cither by cluciting them or by
keeping them inignorance. The question to be solvel was, * How to
tnake the best subject.” The usnal way was to keep the people in
ignorance. Some nations had adopted a different mode, name y, to
educate the people. Among these was Prussia, whose sovercigns had
acted on the principlo of making their subjegts good soldiers and ;

ch fultilled certain

As soon as_education was introduco | thon bogan tho conflict

| botween tho.two 1loals—ono that tho subject was mido for the king,

and should be educated accordingly; the other, that a man should
make the bost of lumself that he possibly could, The other idod was
that of freolom—the dovelopment of the minl into truth, The out-
ward battle might give liborty, but only the mward stragelo gave men
froedom.  Tho ideal of freedom was opposad to that of hmitation.
With the Amorican rupublic was foundol the fiest absolute condition
of liborty, but not of froolom. Tho fathors of tho republic in thoir
wisidom founded tho common school. Evon at thjs day there was no
common school system in tho world excopt on this continent. The
schools of Germany were not froo; thore were freo schouly for the poor,
but tho others wero *“stratifiod,” and stratified schools meant a stratie
fiod society. One great end of elducation was to huvo the rich mmglo
with the poor on tho samo benches and fight them on the - mne play-
ground.  Under the idoa of hnntation tho child was for thu course of
sty ; under the ideal of free.dum the courso of study was for the child,
No subject should be includod in tho course of study which did not de-
velop the child’s mind. And in order to know what subjocts to select
they must study the child’s mind —not only the working of the mind
§cnemlly. but the individual mund of cach child. ‘There was no collego
or the training of teachers, properly s{;cakmg. Normal Schot ¥4 wero
doing magnificent work, but they had been to a great extent nothing
but academios. ‘They had been obhged to receive children who were
not yet ready to learn to teach. Make oxpression the means of thought
and the teacher could not go wrong. Shakespeare, and Bacon, and
Locke kuew nothing of grammar. 'The speaker also attacked the sys-
tem of promotion examinations. There should he examinations, Dut
they should be made by the teacher, and made every hour.

Mr. H. L Strang, after referringd to a previous discussion on the re-
spective merits of the system of a Minister of Education and Superin.
tendent of Education, moved that, in view of the change that has taken
place since the question was bLrought bufore the Association and tho
general feeling thronghout the country that the new Ministor should
have a fair trial, it was inexpeldient to discuss the matter further at
present, but that it was desirable that the head of the department,
whether Ministor or Chicf Superintendont, should have a regularly con-
stituted Board of Advisers, representative in charactor, with specifio
du ies defined by statute. '

Mr. MeMurchy introduced the subject of Bible reading in schools,

iand a committee composed of Messrs. Doan, McMuarchy, and Wadsworth

was appomte.d to urge on the Government the view. of the Assuciation
as expressed at the last convention.
The convention then adjourned.

Prisce Epwarp Isaxp.—The annual convention of this Associa-
tion was held in the Upper Prince Street School, Charlottetown, Oct.
8th and 9th, and was the largest ever held. A number of visttors also
atteuded and tovk a warm interest in the proceedings. The Preswdent,
Mr. D. Montgomery, Chief Saperntendent of Education, called tho
meeting to order at 10 a.m., and after the disposal of some routine busi-
ness, Mr. McPhail read a very interesting paper on **The Artiticial in
Teaching.” His idea of tho profession was not 1 accordance with the
views of many of his hearers, as he consudereld the teacher bound by tho
code of instruction to pursue a fixed course instead of act:ng on what
he conscientiously considered the best for his pupils.  On the motion
of J. F. Mecllish, M.A., sceénded by Mr. Larkin, the thanks of the
meeting wus given Mr. McePnhail.  Me. Neil McLeod read a good,
practical paper on the Teaching of History. He recommended a general
outline of the subject, taught topically, mstead of the dry bones usually
given in the shape of dates, geucalogies, and other interesting details.
In the animated discussion that followed some valuablo suggestions
were given by Miss Snaddon, Rev. W. B. King, principal of St. Peter’s
school; Miss M. Lawson, Messts. Mackenzie, McLennan, Stewart,
Larkin, and Mellish.

In the afternoon Mr. N, McLeod read the report prepared by a com-
mittee appointed at kst year's convention on the course of instruction
fur public’ schuols,  After discussing 1t clause by clause it wasamended
romewhat and adopted. In effect it is as follows:—1. No change in
first thie grades. 2. No text-hook ¢n grammar to be used until
pupils enter fifth grade, or intermnediato course; in fourth grade the
tersn “‘musical notation” be substituted for ‘‘theory of music.” 3.
Latin to be commenced in High School course only, in seventh and
cighth grades; aud that the knowledge of Latin now required of the
fitth and sixth grades bs decmed sufficient for the seventh, and that of the
soventh sufficiont for the eighth. 4 Algebra to be taken up mn High
Schoul grades only ; for the seventh to simple cquations, and for the
cighth to quadratics. 5. That the study of Greek in the public schools
be loft optional. Miss Snaddon read a well written and thonghtful
paper on ‘“ What a High School ouzht to be.” Her plans, if applied to
the local schools, would be productive of much benefit. r. J.
Robertson, of ‘Toronto, gave an address on Primary Reading, which was
well received.  He recommended the phonic system combined with the
““word method.” Mr. J. McSwain, head master of the Model School,
read a very practical paper on tho teaching of Grammar, He advo-



