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Western Canailii. He was Ixn'ii in Itrccliin, and educated at Kiiijr's ('ollejie,

Al)er(leeii, wlieiiee hi' j,'i'aduated .M. A. in IS"J4. Alioiit tlie year \H'.V2, lie emi-

grated to Ciinada, and in l.S.S.S estalili.slied and wan lii'.st editor of the S)'lfl<r.

He was sulweijuently editor of tile Monti'eal //'/Yt/f/ in 18,S(i-.'{.S, read law in

Montreal witli Mr. .lames ('liarles (irant, and was called to the har of Li>\ver

Canada in 1S,'{7. 'I'lie celelirated re]>oi't of tin; Karl of Durham, on the state

f)f iJritish Xortli America, was ilrawn up hy Mr. Cliailes Ihiller, witli the

assistance of .Mr. Tliom ; in fact aeeording to the /.(iir Tims of Mareii l.st,

IHOO, .Mr. 'I'liom was considered to Ix' the jliit'f author of tlie leport. Under

tiie (;o»i (Ic jihiini- of " Caniillus," he \4rote the meinoialile " Anti-< Jallie

Letters,'' addresseil to the Karl of (iosford, (iovoriior-in-( 'hief of the

(Janatlas.

Some few years after the estahlisiiment of the ''(iovernor an<l Council

of Assiiiihoia," it heeaine ajjparent to the Hudson l»ay Conijiany, that

judicial procedure should he instituted in llu])ei't"s Lnid, on a more suh-

stantial basis, and in a moi-e elfieient manner, than hid i)eeii the ease in the

past. Aeeordiiigly, the (ieneral (Quarterly ('oiirLfi were formnlly established

in IS.SO, and .Mr. 'I'liom arrived in the spring of that year at lied lliver, and

entered upon his duties as llecordi^rof Rupert's Land, with a salary attaeluMl

to the olhce of t!7<> • ]>er annum. In addition to the Keeordership, he was

the legal adviser to the <<overnor of Assinihoia, who was instructed to he

guided hy Mr. Thom's advice in mattei's of huv. ?Ie was also senior meinher

of tlic (iovei'iior's (/ouneil, and, as such, virtually jiresided at the general

court. The ditliculties of his position were many and of no trifling nature,

'i'he settlers ])ersiste(l, ind perhaps they migiit he excused for doing so, in

looking upon him, as not only the Recorder, hut the [»aid servant of the Hud-

son's Hay Company, and while none ventured to iin])eaeh his uprightness and

integrity, yet they maintained that, be he never .so impartial, his interest

being insei)arable from that of the com])any, lu' could not be completely un-

biased in his holdings. I5e this as it may, there can lie no doul)t that he

oonscicntiously discharged his ihities in a muiner that could scarcely be more

satisfactory uncbsr the existing eirciur.stauces, which renuired no little degree

of tact. Kveiits progressed with as little friction as could l)e expected, till

the famous trial of (iuillaume .Sayer, who in bSHIwas charged with trading

furs with the Indians. The display of armed force by the Freneli lialf-breeds

during the trial, and the demonstration which t:)ok place after it, brouglit

matters to such a crisis that, in order to avoid a collision, Mr. Thom relireil

from the bench till some time in IS.IO. For the space of al>out a year justice

was administered by Major Caldwell, the (iovernor of Assinihoia. A very

complicated ease of great importance— ^'os" '. /V//// having arisen, Mr.

Thom again resuiiu'il liis otKce for the purposes of tlu' trial. The (iovernor,

h(»we\-er, disagreeing with .Mr. Thom on his finding, prol)ai)ly because lie

wiuld not lind as tlu ( l)Veriior wanted, iniuagvid eithtu' to s(!eure his per-

manent removal or to force him to resitiii. He tiien, till liSr)4—al)out four

years- acted as the clerk of the court over which lie had formerly presided,

and with the same .salary. In the beginning of September of that year, he

left Red lliver with his wife and scjii and returned to Scotland, sailing from


