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*and were heartily applanded by the del-

|

™ | ’
ANNUAL .~ VENTION

OF THE !
|

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF |
LABOR, PITTSBURC

OLD CITY HALL.
Pittsburg, Pa.,
November 13, 1905.
Pursuant to the regular meeting of
the twenty-fifth annual convention of
the American Federation of Labor, Presi-
dent Gompers called the convention to
order at 10 o’clock am., in the Old City
Hall, Pittsburg, Pa.
A band composed of members of Lo-
eal Union No. 60 of the American Fed-
eration of Musicians pl ‘‘Poet. and

Peasant’’ overture and ‘* My Maryland,’’

egates and visitors,

{  President Gompers introduced Mr. J.

| rant

-

TOROXTO |
| have Mr. Joseph Weber, of the Ameri-

| pleasant doty.

A. Robinson, of the Hotel and Restau-

Employers’ International ?.-orin-
Robinson said: T should like to

tion.

Mr.

can Federation of Musicians, come for-
ward. Mr. President and Mr. Weber,
I have been selected to perform a duty
this morning which gives me infinite |
pleasure. As the representative in part
of the local business agents and organ-
izers and the members of Local Neo. 60
of the American Federation of Musicians, |
I . bave been selected to perform this
We all recognize the |
fact that ‘on coming into the world the |
song of the baby strikes a chord in the
hearts of the parents that nothing else
ecan do, and that even in our mono-b;

| of intense anger we can be soothed by

| the melodiohs strains of music. There |

| is, therefore, nothing so appropriate to

!

| blem.

aid in bringing into life this twenty-fifth
| annual convention of the American Fed-
eration of Labor as a welcome by musi- |
cians who are members of the American |
Federation of Musicians,
I have been requested to presest to |
r. Joseph Weber, of the American
Pederstion of Musicians, this floral em-
I hope, Mr. Weber, you will re-
ceive it in the way it has been tendered,
as a gift from the trade unionists of
Pittsburg.

Mr. Weber: In & convention of my
| own organization I am never at a loss
’for something to say; but mow I am
so taken by surprise that I can think
of nothing to say except to thank you
| and ask to be allowed to present this
| tokelt ‘of your kindnéss to the Ameri-
| can Federation of Labor Convention.

It is not many years since musicians
were not looked upon generally as wage
earners; now they are, if last not least,

{ in the movement, and whenever the

| musician is called upon to come to the |

| aid of his fellow workers, you will find

him in the front ranks every time.
President Gompers: Mr. C. C. Doug--|
las, president of the Irom City Trades |
Council, the central labor organization
body of Pittsburg, will address you.
Mr. Douglas: Jr. President,
and visitors: In bebalf of the organ- |
ized workers of the Allegheny County
and Pittsburg, it gives me great plea- |
sure to welcome you to this, the twenty- |
fifth annval convention of the American |
Federation of Labor, and to #welcome you |
to our State, our city and our homes. |
Our city is not one beautiful with roses |
or famous for historical points, but it is |
knowa throughout the werld to be the |
v?rbﬂop of the Keystone State. This |
is‘a city of which it can be said that |
tue hammer mark ‘of its mechanies is |
given ference in every city in the

egates |

|

{
|

world. Our chief industry in Pittsburg |
and the places surrounding it is the |
manufacture of iron and steel. We must |

| sot be unmindful of the fact, however, |

| vention in which so many hundreds of

| contained anything
| ganization you represent.

| which Pittsburg is the cemter, give up

| they wi
| nage of Pittsburg is mere

| represent many -thousand of
{ tions, and, as I am a very ardent advo-
| ecate of the labor umion, I am glad to
| bé able to welcome its

|

a good impression of the Smoky City
we 80 dearly love. ’

I again bid you welecome to.our city. |
Stay as long as you can, and may the |
All-Seeing One who has a watchful eye |
over us every day, be with you in your {
deliberations in this comvention in bel
half of the great labor movement of |
the world.

At the close of Mr. Douglas’ address |
the band played ‘‘ Ameriea’’ and ‘‘Ev-
erybody Works But Father,”” and was
heartily applauded by the convention.

President Gompers: I now pave the
honor of presemting to you the hon.
James B. Drew, who will address you
as the representative o6f Mayor Hays,
who is unable .to be with us this mora-

ing.

glr. Drew: Mr. President, ladies and
gentlemen of the convention: His Hon-
or the Mayor, who could mot be present
this morning, has authorized me to ex-
tend to you a hearty weleome and to
give you the freedom of the City of
Pittsburg. You have come: here from
every part of thilﬁ:: republie, and
from many foreign ; .you are here
from the north and the seuth, from the |
east and the west, to deliberate and to |
ennct laws for the government of al- |
most three millions of working men.
I take it that mever before on this con;
tinent was there assembled a labor con-

thousands of workingmen were repre-
sented. I believe the delegates here rep- |
resent more men than there were people |
in the thirteen colomies of the United
States at the nigninf of the Declaration
of Independence. know there never
was marshalled on any field of battle in
this world an army which in number
t & small pereent-'
age of the membership of the or-

exander,
and Hannibal, Caesar, ::l anol;lo:
all conquered their worlds, y di
it without having at their b.ri!30 either
the might or the right of the American
Federation of Labor. (Applause).
And how fitting and proper it is for
the greatest body of orgamized labor in
the world to bring its annual eonvention
to the greatest industrial city on earth!
It matters not what ecan said in
raise of other cities, it cannot be truth-
ully said that Moluggu vy
which is the o of Pit
burg as an i:ﬂrul ouhr.y We have
here more than five  thousand

The great coal fields, of

more than thirty-five million tons of
coal a vear, and it is estimated that
continue to do mo for more
tnan seven hundred years. The ton-

combined tomnage of Chieago and New
York. There is nowhere a city which
as an industrial center, compares with
the city you have honored by bringing
your convention to it. v ’

Gentlemen, we are proud to have the |
convention of the American Federation |

| of Labor with us, and we offer you the |
| freedom of the ecity, and hope . while

you are with us you will have a good |
time. We will do everytliing in our |
power to contribute to that time. You
organiza-

resentatives
here to-day. It was the union
that has struck from the limbs of the
workers the shackles of ignorance and
misery; it was the labor union that took
the young children from the wretched
conditions under which they worked in
factories and mills and workshops and
ve them to the public' schools and to
s out-of-doors; it was the labor
union that demanded and secured the
installation on railroads and in work-
shops of safety appliances, and it is the |
labor union that is now doing away with |
the slums of our cities the awful |
disease-breeding sweat sho The labor |
union is doing much for the men; it i

for crder, for intelligence, for ptoager-
ity and for Christian brotherhood. The
labor umion has lifted the workingman
up to a plane which he never oceapied
before.
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| us.. You men, we believe, are the herves
| of organized labor.

With your umion
cards and union labels, with your an-
nual - conventions year after year, you
go forward from vietory to vietory for
the good of us all and for the upbuild-
ing of the race.
r. President
to the City of Pi
%o you the key of our great gate.
plause).

Mr. Drew presented to Presideat Gom
pers a “large key decorafed with the
Pittsburg. colors.

President Gompers: Mr. Drew, permit
me to express the keemest appreciation
of your kind words of welcome, and
more than all, of your splendid tribute
to the efforts of organized labor. We
are ‘accustomed to have cordial and
hearty greetings and welcomes extend-
ed to ws, but | think I am safe within
the limits of truth when I say that at
mo time in & speech of welcome to a
convention of the American Federation
of Labor, or to any other organized body
of ‘workmen, has there been such an epi-
tome of fruth and
economy combined in so short a speech.
In brief, it summed ) u
the achievements of the labor movement
to which, to the fullest limit of our
humble abilities, we contribute our ef-
forts. In the old past, in the days when
men of labor bore their burdens and their
yokes, it was an awful time, and from
then to now is a wonderful stride in
human p 1 ean do mo better to
illustrate my conception of the old time
than to relate the story of two boys, ome
of whom had an a
gested that he divi it with his play-
mate, After a while he reported to his

you are very welcome
ttsburg, and I present
(Ap

the apple. He said he

father asked him how he bhad
He said: ‘‘I gave him the best part of
the 2 uw‘u"-‘“’“'ﬁ
him?’’ asked his father. ‘‘I gave hi
the seeds.’”” And that, in the was
typical of what the memn of
ceived from the industrial apple—the

re- |

philosophy and sound |
the activities and |
{is a false standard whermh.‘:h to

le, and it was sug- |

father, who alked him if he had divided | in contempt
and his |

ivided it. |

we have a labor problem, surely we have
labor troubles. rm‘ht quote here with

a deal ot propriety the President

people of our country, and the organ- |
u«r workers give it expression. Surely |

great de
of the United States, who a few weeks
said: ““Of course we must expeet |
troubles; of eourse there is a labor
problem ; thery will be, and must neces-

There is no labor trouble or labor
lem where there is no labor to de.

We cannot expect _to emerge from the
dim, dark past into an ealightened
present or into a still more enlightened
future without paying in travail and
work and applieation. - It is the organ- |
ized Iabor movement that is the comser-
vator of the peace of the ecountry, not-
withstanding our great industrial de-
velopment. (Applaunse). We aim to do
our level best in the interests of our |
fellows, and, although we are primarily
interested with those who associate |
themselvis with us in our movement, |
yet there is not one act that we ecan |
perform, there is not . one expression
we can make, not ohe movement we can
i for the improvement of our
mem but must bave an uplifting
effect upom every workman, regardiess |

Prob-

| of whether he is a member or & non- |

member of our unions. And we shall |

| aim to ‘do our best to the fullest limit |

of whatever ability we possess.

In this City of Pittsburg, where the
Federation  of Labor was
founded, there occurred a great, historic

incident, of which I shall speak in my | terests of tht jie are only lo
interests

formal It is a great satisfaction

and gratification to find this altered | joopardized

feeling towards ws; this change from |
indifference to friendliness and frater- |
nity. Pittsburg, smoky! Yes, and po
as you ‘are mt upen ecoal |
for your fuel it will be smoky. Lord |
bless the smoke of Pittsburg! Whilst i
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be, where there is labor t¢ wo. | i gt in.

j We only ny'thn democracy, as
| it, is the best commodity in the
| ket. But

I want to assure you, Mr. Drew; that
yYou have not only presented us with the
key to the city, but it is a key that has
opeped our hearts to you in the
and manifestly sincere address of wel-
‘come you have extended to us. In behalf
of this convention and the American Fed-
eration of Labor, I want to assure
that you bave our gratitude, our appre-
caation and our well wishes,

——
THE POINT OF VIEW.

** Democracy,”’ “ remarked Dr. T 5
of Toronto University, ‘‘is a failure.’’
I have heard other highly educated men
utter almost the same words.. But are
i Is it true that s

ished by early piomeers of popular hb-
erty, the charge is trué em

into the hands of the people should . be
given power. The masses have their short-

comings as well as the
Demos as well as gilded ki But this

the success or failure of
verament,

3 any system
Maybe Dr, "‘

call the evils prev
of government. They are livi
very midst of these evils,
do not view things in the
tive. Perhaps they hold
. anyway.
planation of this charge laid
of demoecracy, the charge itself is
defensible. If demoeracy is a
what order of society has
cess? What order of
of
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We do not deny that demoeracies
their weaknesses and unlovely

il

:

as we know it is

!E;Eifil! rfil

the comtrol of all industries
people, - our boasted politieal
an illusion. The class that
great money interests of &
trols its ‘government. Ts not
in every country of the world
What power have the in
liment of Canada or

United States? Do these bodies
represent the peopk! No; they are
politieal machinery of plutocraey,

every session bet the
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tion demands
Society is not
not
think they ha:




