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~* THE VICTORIA NOMINATIONS

A megeting. of the Victoria Liberal-
Conservative Association is - called. for
~ Monday, January Tth, in the Imstitute
Hall. © Particulars of the announcement
svill be found in the advertising -¢olnmns
of this morning’s Colonist.:

RAILWAY TAXES

- It is surprising what difference there
sometimes is between the statement of
a fact and the. fact. itself. Mr. J. A.
.Macdonald, to - whom we wish a very
‘. ‘Happy New 'Year, and a good sound
thrashing at the ‘elections, ‘which will
Jbe much better for him than leading
a dorporal’s, guard of followers in the
House; makes the following assertion in
regard to the government, namely, that
it has refused to make a railway cor-
poration pay’ its taxes. ; 4 T
That is the statement of the alleged
fact. The fact itself is: :
Every railway company  in . British

Columbia, that is legally entitled to he |

taxed, has "been "taxed at -the full
ameount provided by law and has paid
its taxes,

Thus one of Mr. Macdonald’s phrases
is. shown to be absolutely hollow, and
the others are not any hetter.

PASSING COMMENT

This is what a man said to the Col-
onist vesterday: ‘“Give it to the growl-
ers. It would not make so much differ-
cnce, if they only were knoekers; but
people, who don’t know them vfepeat
what they say.” Then he went on to
ask: “Where will you find a town of
the size of Victoria where you will See
S0 many fine stores, such a fine display
of goods, and such a lot of well-dressed
women in the street?” Not being good
at conundrums the Colonist gave it up
promptly. - Since then it has been ask-
ing others, and the general verdict
seems to be that the answer to .the
guestion is that there is no such place
anywhere.

But good as Victoria now is/ it will
be very much better in the future, not
the future which will come around atj
some indefinite period in the sweef by-
and-byve, but the future that is just
getting here. There was another
thing, which the man asked: “Whére”
he said, “will you find in a city no big-
‘ger than Victoria such excélient news-
papers?”’ This made the Colonist
blush until it was almost as red as a
Times political manifesto, We. plead
guilty. Though we say it ourselves “as
shonldn’t” the two Victoria daily ‘pa-
pers  are not equalled ‘in any - city -of
80,000 population on the American Con-
tinent. . _ ey

Now is the time to subscribe.

BETTER TERMS

Sessional Paper No, 29a just received
from the office of the King’s Prinfer at
Ottawa ‘would be-a useful doeument in
the hands of every voter in British Co-
Jumbia. ‘Tt contains 39 pages, of Which
19 gre devoted to the special claims of
PBritish Columbia,  We have already
printed the report of the aetual pro-
ceedings at the. Conference, the addi-
tional matter in the return being con-
fined to a detailed statement of Brit-
ish Columbia’s case. For the benefit
of those, who did not read the. report
already printed in this paper or to
awhom the return referred to may not
‘be available, we summarize the pro-
ceedings of the :Conference.
."The first session was held on October
¥0th. TFour resolutions were passed
unanimously, Mr. McBride being pres-
ent, namely: That * the Tresolutons
adopted by the Quebec Conference in
1902 be pressed upon the consideration
of the Dominion government for im-
mediate action; that in case the gov-
ernment accepted this ‘proposal that
Jegislation should be enacted during the
present sesslon of parliament to give
effect to the recommendations of that
Conference, pending any necessary
amendment by the Imperial Parliament
of the B. N. A. Act; that in apportion-
‘ing the per capita allowances there
should be a readjustment every five
years as far as the four western prov-

. dnces are concerned, and that a com-
mittee ‘should be appointed to present
the resolutions to the Dominion.gov-
erament. Mr. Whitney then submitted
& memorandum giving the views of the
government of Ontario upon the finan-
cial relations between: the Dominion
and the provinees. As the Conference
was not asked to take any action there-
on, it is unnecessary to go intp details
respecting it. Then Mr. McBride sub-.
‘miitted ‘'a memorandum “embodying the
claims of British Columbia to special
and distinctive treatment.” This mem-
orandum asked that the claims referred
1o in it should be submitted to the in-
vestigation of “a competent tribunal”
$ir Wilfrid Laurier ‘then announced
that the government would take the
resolutions of the Conference into con-
sideration, and “thereupon. the session
closed for the day.

On the following day, “the question
of the claim of the province, of Brit-
4sh Columbia for special consideration
svas discussed,” to quote the official re-
fuyrn, and the Conference adjourned un-
til the following day..

. On the Conference reassembling, Mr.
Gouin submitted a resolution respecting
certain claims by the Dominion against
some of the provinces, which was at
the - request of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
withdrawn., SirWilfrid then addressed
the Conference in regard-to the claims
of ‘British Columbia. He admitted the
force of Mr. Mc¢Bride's contention, say-
ing “that the conditions in British Co-
lumbia, owing to the vastness of her
territory, to its mountainous character |
and the sparseness of her population,
create exceptional difficulties, which
should be taken inte consideration in
the adjustment of the distribution. of
grants in aid of provincial. govern-
ments.” He said also that he thought
the matter came properly within the
scope of the objects of the Confer-
ence, but if that body recommended its
submission to another tribunal, the rec-
Ommendation would have great weight
with the government. He closed by
“strongly” advising - Mr. MeBride “to
avail himself of the good  disposition
which is manifested,in the Conference.”
There was some discussion which oc-
cupied less than an hour, after which
the Conference closed for the day.

. When the conference reassembled on
the next day all the members were
present except Messrs. Lemieuwx and
 McBride, and a resolution was adopted
Iby those present declaftrg it to-be in-
;advisable to submit the claim of any
i;ymvince to arbitration. Then a resolu-
tion was passed declaring . that in the
apinion of the €pnference, British Co-
Jumbia is entitled to yeasonable allow-

/| Conterence.”
in, and shortly after -the Conference

Confererice that Mr. McBride “declined
to assent to the terms of this resolu-
tion and declared that he would take no
further part in the proceedings of the
Mr. McBride then came
took recess. ‘Later in the day the Con-
ference reassembled, when Sir Wilfrid
Laurier stated the views of the Domin-

36 | jon government on the-increase of sub-

sidies as applicable to all the provinces.
Brief reference was made to diserim-
ination by provinces against compan-
ies incorporated: under Dominion laws,
the tax on commercial travelérs and the
fisheries, after which the proceedings
closed. o
. The aforegoing is a simple statement
of the facts. Iis correctness can be
determined by reference to the Victor-
ia Times of the 15th inst., or the Col~
onist of the 19th inst. Friends: of the
government need not fear the closest
investigation of the scourse followed by,
Mr. McBride, and the people. of: the
province generally, while they may feel
disappointed at the failure of the Do-
minion government to recognize that
the case is not one, which should have
been left to ghe decision of the other
provinces, cannot help being gratified
at the able maner in ‘Which Mr. Mc-
Bride presented it and the recognition
by 'the Dominion' government and all
the provineial governments of the fun-
damental. principle involvediin it - x

MORE PHRASE-MAKING.

With all the emphasis that red ink,
big type and a photograph can bestow,
our evening contemporary prints a
number of phrases, which Mr. J. A.
Macdonald has .telegraphed from Ross-
land in regard to provincial politics:
Eleven of the phrases relate to the
government; seven of them to the
opposition. Mr. Macdonald  says that
later he will enlarge upon .thém, and
the Colonist . will follow his example:
In the meantime a few observations
may be made. Mr. Macdonald objects
to the -levying of sufficient taxes 'to
meet the running expenses of the
government; to the refusal of the
government to expend more than the
province can afford upon roads and
bridges; . and to the new. school law.
About these things we shall have more
to say as the. campaign goes on. His
fourth ground of complaint is that the
government has neglected to protect
the forests. This does not happen to
be true, because the government has
in point of fact inaugurated-a system
of forest protection. Number Five-of his
charges - is that the government. has
neglected to compils information” in
regard to. public lands. Mr. Macdon-
ald either has a short memory or.he
does not keep himself  well informed
as to what is transpiring. We were
under the. impression that if there was
any claim that could be ‘miade on
behalf of the Government, which the
Opposition would not 'dispute,” it was
that during the past three years con-
spicuous and successful efforts hdve
been made. to make known abroad the
fitness of the:province for settlement.
No' one has. pretended or will: prétend
that there is not a great ‘deal moré to he
done, but this iy a large province, and
no reasonable mnan would expect any
government to be able in.a few years
to place before the public accurate in-
formation regarding more than a eom-
paratively .small portlon, of”it.” The
Bureau - of “Information ¥ - very
wisely, we #hink; ‘confined: its- efforts
to ‘those parts 'Wﬂlt‘h are easily acoces-
sible, -and* wherée there ig’ roonj for
thousands. of settlérs, and if Mr, ‘Mac--
donald or, anyone :else..says that this
has not been done, we have- anly to
answer that he is wholly and inex-
cusably .nistaken,. Number Six of the
complaints’ is’ a’ phrase and noth-
ing. more; _it. refates to _railways.
Number . Seven .is anofher phrase;
jt relates to the  public. Jdands.
Mr. Macdonald seems fo have:come to
the conclusion that his previous phrase
has been overworked, and so he "has
evolved a new one, which "he calls
“back-door methods,” but does :not
think it h  while to. explain.
Number:. t is a -charge .that
Mr. McBrid® has made ‘better terms,
a political issue, “The :‘chief objection
to this is that it is not frue.’ Num-
ber Nine alleges that the Govern-
ment has been subservient to a rail-
way corporation. We shall examine
the evidence on this point at another
time. Number Teh is an indefinite charge
in regard to taxes on railways, about
which we shall defer any remarks for
the present, as it is a matter of ad-
ministrative detail upon which we do
not care to say anything without" giv-
ing the actual and indisputable. facts.
Number Eleven is a phrase, the con-
verse of which is set forth in Number
Seven of the Opposition phrases,

On the other side of the:ledger Mr.
Macdonald opensg with a declaration
that he is going to create a new de-
partment, which is to deal with labor
and information. Both these subjects
have been ably handled by the present
government without a minister speci-
ally charged with looking after them.
We do not know that it might not be
advisable, in view of the greatly in-
creased duties devolving. upon  the.
Minister  of Finance and Agriculture
and the - Chief <Commissioner = of
Lands and Works, ' to create a
new departinent, the head® of which
could relieve his colleagues of a large
amount of Heavy work. The need of
such & step has:been felt.for some
time, even before Mr. Macdonald en-
tered public life, but thosein power
have always hesitated about adding the
additional charge to the public expen-
diture. The delay is certainly not rep-
rehensible, in view of the fact that the
ministers have discharged the 'duties,
which would be imposed upon a new
department, and have saved the prov-
ince the expense. Number Two is a
promise of a‘full inquiry into water
records. and. irrigation. As the Col-
onist has already at considerable: de-
tail argued for such .a -line of action,
it can only compliment Mr. Macdonald
upon_ his-appreciation of its value and
assure him that the government is
quite as alive as he is as to the neces-
sity of adopting, such a course. Num-
ber. Three is a declaration in favor of
forest protection. As we have already
pointed:-out, the.  government has al-
ready entered upon ‘such & policy. Thus
the first three planks of the Opposition
platform are simply a statement of
what is the policy of~the government.
not indeed as laid down in any formal
document, -but as expressed in legisla-
tion and in the ordinary administration
of affairs. Number Four is a :declar-
ation in favor of the survey of avail-
able crown lands for settlement. This
has been the policy rof every govern-
ment in British Columbia for the, last
twenty years, and has ‘been carried
out by the present government quite
as rapidly as necessity demanded.
Number Five is a declaration in.favor
of a return to “a system of State edu-
cation,” ‘whatever that may mean.
Number Six proposes a revision uof the
laws relating to .placer and hydraulic
mining. In.the opinion of the whole
world we have the best extant mining
laws. They may need some-changes,
but surely not so many or so radical
that it is necessary to oust a govern-

ment in order to secure them. It
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SOME TIMELY. ADVICE

There are yet e people in Vietori
who cannot get tlie moss out of the?;‘
eyes, and who are beginning to. talk
again about the insubstantiality of every
prospect, which Victoria has.. Some iof
them occupy -positions, which. ought' to
lead phem to keep silent if they-can find
nothing good to say. We are inclined to
think that what is the matter with
them is that they have not got quite
over the effect of their “Christmas din-
ners. . When the liver is working over-
time, the outlook is always blue.. This
is the way they talk: “Ol\ yes. There
have been a good many sales of real és-
tate at very good priees, but’what does
that-amount to. Show: me buyildings in
course of erection, ard then I will admit
that thereis. something doing.” It isin
vain that you show. them what is heing
dome in ‘the building line; in vain that
you tell them that all the architects
have their offices full of work. In vain
you point out that the demand ‘for good
houses is_far and away-beyond the sup-
ply. In vain you say to them that if
there was a decernt apartment house in
the city it would be filled with tenants
in forty-eight hours after it was ready.
They grunt and teH you .that all’ this
would have happened anyway, and they
go on to relate things that occurred here
in pre-historic times. ' It is the same old
story. . We all remember how e uséd
to say thaft, if-we could in some w#¥ in-
duce the Canadian Pacific to build a
tourist hotel here, the future of the city
wonld be assured. ~The company under-
took the hotel, and immediately we be-
gan to meet people on the. street, who
would tell us that: the-hotel was of no
particular benefit and that business had
not improved in the least in consequence
of it. True the*site had not even beén
selected, but that was immaterial. The
next thing that was going to make this
an exceedingly prosperous place was the
establishment of fish traps.” We 1sed. to
talk about it at the Board of Trade un-
til. we got tired:eof hearing. each other's
voices. - We got the fish traps, and then
we' dropped “back into the old song. We
then. became very certain’ ‘that if the
Canadian Pacific would take hold of the
B. & N. and open up the land belonging
to the <company, everything would be
lovely. 'T'his happened, at least, it'is
happening as fast as such a ‘great enter-
prise can . be  carried out.  We were
buoyed up for fully forty-eight hours by
this goed news; thenr down ave went in-
#0 thes dumps again. We pase by such kide
issues as the advantage that direct con-
nection with the Great Northern was to
be to us; the expansion of the tourist-
business and a few things-of that kind.
Meanwhile the ' Navy left: us,and: we
managed . to get on an -extra cloak of
zloom over that. In pointaf fact. things
got to be dbout ¢as bad, inthe
opinion .of ,these gentry, as they could

‘oss its front

.well . get, notwithstanding the fact. that

there was not am-idle.man in the ®ity
and the merchants: reported business
Befter fhan ever, hew peéople wereicom-
ing.in.and new dwellings gding up ‘every-
where, Then came the movement in
real estate. . Quite.a_Jot  of money
changed :handg . as »the. resulty and. for
fully three days the croakers went into
hiding.: Now::they are.all out, again, It
i§ to these-people that e ventyre  to
proffer a little 'advice and this is what
it is: i el
Make a solemn resowution that on and
after January 1st you-will-under no con:
sideration whatever, for  the space “of
twelve months, say ahything that will
have a tendency to distourage those peo-
ple, who have faith in. the futnre of .the
city. It .is perhaps toe -:much: to ask
you to say something hopeful, but just
kindly keep the hose’ turned some other
way. We will -want all”the available
cold water in Elk. Lake next summer,
The truth of the master is that never
in the course of its -history hus -¥ie-
toria seen anything like the prospects
that are before it~ today. = All othér
movements have been . as :nothing com-

pared to what we are now about to Wit-

ness. There isa sound business reason
for this belief. The movement which
took place shortly after the completion
of the Canadian.Pacific was engineered.
There was nothing spontaneous-about
it: there was no  justification, for it.
There was a townsite traze in the air.
Between Victoria and  the Columbia
river enough townsites.were laid out.to
afford room for half the population of
North America. Two transcontinental
railwavs had just ‘been finished, the
. P. R. and the Northern Pacific.’ The
eastern press was worked to the best
advantage. Some of the ablest and best
known literary men in the country were
employed to write articles setting forth
the marvelous things that were: going to
happen in the Far West, Small wonder
that a craze set in. People all over the
TUnited States and Canada almost tum-
bled over eachcother to be first on the
ground to buy Jots in one or the ofhér
of the future New Yorks of the Pacific
coast. The smmall movement which Vie-
toria witnessed, that is small compara-
tively, was simp "Ephase of ‘this craze.
But oven what movement we had wonld
pot have collapsed if it had not been for
the smailpox scare. The purely paper.
towns naturally went by the board. bit
Vietoria did not lose much ground, al-
though it suffered from one of the most
severe visitations ever experienced by a
Western city. i

The present movement has not been
engineered. It is the natural result of
causes that are operating - throughout
Canada. Tt is what the more énthusias-
tic among us have been working for dur-
ing the last few years.
organized the Tourist Association to pro-
mote. It is what Nature fitted us to
enjoy.- - And it is only just beginning.

THE FRUIT-GROWING AREA.

For the opinion of Mr. J. R. Ander-
son of the Department of Agriculture,
we -have the greatest respeet, In an in-
terview, published in- the - Colonist on
Thursday last, he expressed doubt as to
the likelihood of the Bulkeley and other
yalleys in that part of.the province be-
coming notable for fruit-growing. -It is
true ‘that he qualified his observation by
saying that too little is known about
them to warrant any decided expression
of opinion, and we do not forget that
Mr. Anderson was speaking .of these
as they are now, and had in mind es-
pecially those parts of:‘the 'province to
which he, as’' & government officer,
would feel warranted in‘advising people
to go with the view of engaging in fruit
culture. -To this extent he ‘was quite
right, for no one would be justified in
classing the lands along the route of the

| is & regio

r.-had scarlét! Anderson. now 'says of the Bulkeley
Valley; but events haye demonstrated

the‘inc;§.e ness of ‘the view. Very fine

réeached a decision ‘upon

It is what we |

5 of ® frosts. There
gion on the Atlantic coast which
extends across the northern part.of the.
state of Maine and into-the province of
New: Brunswick. Half a century ago.
the same things were ‘said of it as Mr.

apples -apd “most excéllent plums are
now: produced in great-quantities where
it was at one time thought fruit culture
could not be carried on- successfully.

+ Something has been due to'the effect up-

on the elimate of cléaring and draining
tl;e Jandy and something to .the produe-
tion of varieties which are adapted to

|-the country. We venture the suggestion

that it ‘will not be many years before
the Jands in the locality- -mentioned,
where the elevation is not too great,
will produce early appleg in great abund-
ance, apples that will Tipen quickly un-
der the influence of the long sunny days
of summer. Of the small fruits’ we think
it will be found to be a source of a very
large supply. At the game time we do
not wish to e understood as claiming
that the region in questioh ‘ought now
to, be considered: in: conmection. with fruit
growing... There are, as Mr. Anderson
pointed out, ether lines of husbandry for
which it is admirsbly adapted.  These
will be followed-at'.fipst, and fruit eul:
ture may come. later. Sa<iits i

THE ANTI-STRIKE BILL

The bill introduced” in the Dominion
Parliament -to prevent strikes and lock~
outs. will provide that it shall be unlaw-
ful to declare a strike or lockout on any
railway, street railway, ‘telegraph, tele-
phone “of other public utility until the
parties to the. dispute -have -submitted
their causes of complaint to a board of
inguiry and until the board may have
n them. The
board  will consist of : three . persons,
one chosen by each of the parties to the
dispute, amd the third, if necessary, to
be named by ‘the Minister of Labor. The
award will not be binding upon the par-
ties, the expectation being - that the
moral effect of the decision. will be suf-
ficient in most cases to secure its ac-
ceptance. ‘Experience I'as demonstrated
that strikes and lockouts:usia‘iy fail un-
less they are backed up by publicopinion,
and .the hope is entertained that the de-
cision of such a hoard will be sure to
meet with general approval. It is also
hoped that its influence upon the parties
to. disputes will be favorable, . It is of
course possible that reliance upon the
niere moral influence of a decision of a
tribunal may prove disappointing; and
in ‘that event Parliament :will have to
discovér some way of enforcing the find-
ings. The measure is a step in the
right direction, and members of Parlia-
ment, irréspective “of ‘political alliances,
will doubtless unite in-perfecting its de-
tails as much as possible.. o

; ) SR
“A SATISFACTO’_R’Y SETTLEMENT.”

Yesterday moruing. the Colonist asked
its. evening contemporary to inform - the
public as to Mr. Templeman’s attitude
in regard to the ¢ase of the province
for better terms, as’ presented to 'the

‘Interprovincial Conference by Mr. Mec-

Bride. Last. night 4it ;told. us that Mr.
McBride  had - ‘‘precipitately retreated
from the conferende “When- he foresaw
the possibility of a satisfactory: 'solus
tion.” . . As. this is %\q only. reply that
has been vouchsafed, We sassume ‘that
we -do. . Mr. Templénian bo ' injustice
when we say that: he'regarded the offer
of $100,000- a year for ten years as @
“satisfaétory solution” of claims based
upon “‘conditions ‘of a permanent ma-
ture,” ‘to ‘quofé the * resolution -unani-
mously passed by thé-legislature in '
a resolution drawn by the Leader of the
Opposition. The  official story of the
Conference, which both the Victoria pa-
pers lrave printed, shows that Mr. Me-
Bride did mnot withdraw from the con-
ference. until after- that body had re-
fused to accept the proposal for the
appointment of a commission, and until
dfter the resolution:offering the provinge
the pittance above menﬁpneg had beent
moved. . The only t%"in ight, when"
he withdrew, was $100,000 a year for
ten . yenrs. “This ‘we are to ~understand
would have been; in-the opinion of the
Minister of Inland. Revenue, the repre-
sentative of British Columbia in the
Dominion ;Cabinet, “d_satisfactory “solu-
tion.” now know - where Mr. Tem-
pleman -and the J.iberal Party. stand.
This. small' sum, not._equal to the gain
in révenue from single departments of
the local government, is in their opin-
fon “a satisfactory selution” of eldims
arising out of conditions, which 8ir Wil-
frid Laurier in addressing the Confer-
ence said ‘created exceptional diffcul-
ties,” which ought ‘to Bé taken into con-
gideration.”” This attitude, which  we
must assume Mr. Templeman takes, for
it is the attitude of the mewspaper
which he owns and for whose utter-
ances he is responsibie, “is all“the more
important to be generally understood,
in view of the fact that Mr, Mclnnes is
fo be sent into the political arena. The
demands of the province, -Teasonable
though they ‘are; -will*not be conceded,
because, if they are, Quebec will insist
upon & further addition, to her revenue
from Dominion sources. Therefore &
party must he put in power in British
iColumbia, which will be more tractable
than the McBride ministry, and in or-
der to accomplish this result every ef-
fort of swhich the Ottawa machine is
capable ‘willba made.” " Quebec will ‘not
consent ' to' justice  heing done British
Columbia, and as Quebec must be kept
in line, if the Laurier ministry is to re-
main in power, it is necessary fo get
the British Columbia rase settled upon
some - basis to which Quebee. ¢cannot in
any conscience take exception, The Ot-
tawa government knows perfectly well
that no Conservative "government in
British' Columbia will ever accept the
sum  offered by .the Conference, but,
Alessrs. Templeman, Macdonald, McIn-
nes and the others, for whom the Times
speaks, regard it as a “satisfactory solu-
tion,” and therefore no means will be
Jeft untried that will place them in eon-
trol of the local legislature.

MUNICIPAL POLITICS.

In the interest attaching to -the pro-
vincial elections the importance of the
local municipal campaign’ ought not to
be lost sight of. We observe that Mr.
Paterson intends addressing the voters
on municipal questions. We are glad
of this. Hitherto thére has been very
little active interest taken in these elee-
tions. . Usually they have been largely
personal matters, and. there wounld be a
speech or two just before. voting day,
and at a time when nearly. every one
had already decjded how to vote. Mr.
Paterson propgses to go upon the public
platform early in the campaign,-and in
that way place his views before the
citizens. Mr. - Morley was . nncertain
yesterday as to whether or-not he would
take this course, ” He ought to do. se.
He ought .to let. the voters know
whether or not.he has anything fo-say
on municipal. questions, which will en-
fitle. him to their support. We are
simply .. telling the bald truth when we

suppose that we will be any further ad
Mr. Movley .is again elected.

cipal campaign are as important in their
way- as those involved. in the provincisl
contest, and they. should be discussed
with the same freedom as characterizes
| the ‘discussion: ‘of ~provincial matters:
Fherefore iwe repeat that we are glad
that Mr. Paterson intends to meet:the
yoters in at least one public. meeting.
Eveéry one will be the better for en-
lightenmient ypon civie matters and for
a full expression: of -views from -such%a
practical . business man.as he is,

TIMBER LICENCES.

Our. friend, the News of ‘New  West-
minster, objects -to the policy . which
makes the issuing of timber licenses a
matter of routine. Our contemporary
does not say exsctly what it womld. like, |

would be a fair and just rental and roy-
alty on one tract;of timber would be a
low>raté ‘on another, and an exorbitant
rate upon still. another?’ - From this it
may be assumed that-the News would
have the government fix rentals and roy-
altles ‘at its own sweet will from time
to. time, as applications for 'timber
licenses -are. made. :Our contemporary
can hardly have given the matier. mugch
consideration, or it would never have
taken ' such an extradrdinary position.
Such an arrangemeént would, in the first

lace, - call for a - complete: departure
rom the principle, happily common to
all British countries, of having one law
dpplicable to all: people. Suppose for a
moment: that the McBride government
had introduced a .Bill into the Hoase
authorizing . the Chief Commissioner: to
fix rentals and royalties at such figures
43 might ‘seem to him_just, would the
News not have said, and have said very
properly, that such a measure would put
ifito the hands of the government pow-
ers that ought not to be entrusted to
any one? We think-it would have sald
0. . We think it, would have. protested
in its very forcible way .against such
a violation of the true principles of
legislation.  The News is very well-ac-
quainted with a gentleman,- who -once
held a seat in the legislature, Will it
oblige us by saying if that gentleman
ever advocated, or if he now advocates,
the conferring of such powers upon any
mipister? .

In the second place, the expense at-
tending such an arrangement would
make it impracticable, even if it were
justifiable. ‘The News must know that
the Land:Department has no means of
ascertaining what a particular piece of
timber land is worth. ¢ would have fo
send ouf its cruisers. to examine. if,
which would keep. scores of high-priced
men in: the field all the time. A good
timber cruiser expects to get $10 a
day and his’ expenses, Probably there
are several hundred - applications for
licensés running -at the same time all
the ' year round, and therefore it would
cost, the, government several tpousnnd
dollaxs per day to get the material upon
which to form-an- estimafe of how much
royalty: one tract should. pay .more or
less . than ‘another. In the meantime
there would be delay, dissatisfaction and
confusion. ‘The News ought to know
thdt »"tlix’e‘ ptl;pie' ofin thet provmcechw;;gnd

% & it; for - ¥,to apy such nons
:grfse;’ ti’:% yet :t ‘irges the absence-of
Sucl an’ Arrangeiwent as:one of the rea-
gons ~~why= 1 the sMcBride goyernment
should. be defeated. The only just ‘way
in which, to administer the public _do-
main is to pass a geneial law, which
all men can understand, and allow it to
be- administered: as-a matter of roufine,
exeept. when some exceptional circum-
stances _arise, s

e

WHY MAKE ‘A CHANGE ?

-1t is for the members of the provin-
cial Opposition to show reasons why
the. people should withdraw thelr con-
fidenes from the administration.  They
nave not yet attempted to. do so. The
Likeral papers have contented them-
selves with .the ‘reiteration of a phrase,

hich seems to be Mr. J. A: Macdon-
;‘:1'5 sole .contribution to the politics of
British Columbia. It is a phrase tpr
which there is absolutely’ no warrant
in fact, but it is being worked to
death just the;same.- The Colonist does
not. propose to leaye the Kaien island
matter undiscussed,’ because it feels
confident that the conduct of the gov-
ernment . in the premises will' be ap-
proved of by the great majority of the
people of the province. It has paid no
attention to ‘what the Opposition  pa-
pers have said during the last six]
months, for the reason that it does not,
think it desirable to defend the gov-
ernment from the chatter of a lot of
journalistic  gossips. But the bargain
made by the overnment-: with the
Grand Trunk Pacific is one of the most
prominent acts of the administration
and being =2 proper subject of criti-
cism: this paper will, during the cam-
paign. take occasion to gtate fully why
it believes the course pursued by the
government was in the best interests of
the province. - Friends of the adminis-
tration and aill others, who believe that
it is for the welfare of the province

Bride should be given the support of
the electorate at the forthcoming elec-
tion, need have no fear as to what the
opinion of-the public will be when this
casé is presented upon its ‘merits, and
the retailers of idle gossip are brought
face to face on public platforms with
all the facts. Yet this is the only
thing upon which the Opposition lay
any stress whatever. . Upon-this they
harp daily. - Because Mr, Macdonald
was able to devise a form of expres-
sion which tickled the fancy of his po-
litical friends. theyv think the people
of British Columbia will come to the
conclusion that he is the one man ‘in
the province, who is fit to be entrusted
with the adminidtration of affairs. But
they are not so certain about:this that
they are willing to rest their case upon
Mr. Macdonald’s facility of phrase-
making.” They must have other assist-
ance, and for this reason Mr. McInnes
is being brought into the field. We
have been told that the latter gentle-
man ‘has' been-a great success in the
Yukon. We. have been told . that he
hardly reached Skagway before the:
beneficent light of his pleasant coun-
tenance began to shed prosperity all
over the North Land. For once 'the
right man had been. discovered for the
right place. ' A somewhat critical pub-
lic might have wondered how he had
managed to conceal about his. person
all these vears, the wonderful admin-
istrative ability, which he was alleged
to have disclosed all of a sudden; but
as things seemed to be getting along
preity well in the Yukon, no one on
the outside took the trouble to look
into the matter and discriminate be-
tween what the Commissioner was en-
titled to credit for, and what would
have come about any way. But let us
admit, for the sake of the argument,
esverything that his wam‘est friends
can claim for Mr. McInnes'as an ad-
ministrator: this makes his re-entry
into the political life of British Colum-
bia only the more inexplicable. Surely
if-the Ottawa government needed a

yanced in -tiwelye months. from -now,. if {-
~Plig questions involved in the muni-|
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+ NOTICE is hereb en - tha © da;
after date, we int?ﬁ Pl i iy

to apply to the Hom.
tthe Chief Commissioner ef{- Lands  and
Works for special timber licenses to cut
and carry away timber from the following
described - tracts of land, situate in Coast
District, Cracroft Island, described as{
follows: e L b A
. 1. Commencing at a post planted at the
northeast corner of lot 599, thence running
south 40 chalns, :thence east 100 chal
thence north 08 chains,. thence west
chains thence south 58 chains, thence west
to point of commencement.

. Commencing at a post situate at tue
northeast corner of lot . 506, thence run-
ning south 55 chains, ‘thence east 117
chains, more or less, thence . north - 55
(‘hni;ls, thence west to point of commence-
ment.

Each containing 640 acres -more or less.

CRACROFT, LUMBER COMPANY,
- By Geo. W. Stryker, agent.
Dated December 17th, 1908 3

NOTICE Is hereby given that 30 days
after date I intend to apply to the Hon.
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works for a licénse to cut and carry away
timber from the following described .land,
gituated on Saturna Island, Section 16,
and such portion of Séction 17 not includ-
ed in Crown Grants Nos..2, 141, 70 and

4, 252, 3. i
v ROBT. CONN:
December 10th, 1906. ‘e

NOTICE is -hereby given that thifty. (0
days after date I intend to apply to the
Honorable Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works for ‘a special licence to
and carry awaly timber from the follow-
ing described lands, situate at the jume-
tion of Bitter Creek and Bear River,
Portland Canaj, and described as follows:
Commencing at a post planted about &
chains east of 'Bitter Creék Bridge. and
marked W. ,P.’s . 8. E. Corner, thence
north 80 chains; thence west 80 chains;
thénce south 80 chalns;  thence east s
¢haine to point of commencement.

Stewart, B. C., November 12th, 1906.

. WM.  PIGOTT.
k s Per A. LUND, Agent.

NOTICE is hereby given that thirty (30)
days after date“we intend to apply to the
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works
for a special llcense’ to cut and ‘carry
away timber from the- fellowing describ-
ed lands, situated on _ Georgina Point,
Pipestem Idlet: Commencing at a post
planted on Georgina -Point, Pipestem
Inlet, thence sou eighty chains,
thence east eighty chains, thence-north to
beach .and thence westerly aleng beach
to point of commencement; containing 640
aeres more or less.’ £ 2

Commencipg. at a post planted- west of
Cataract Creek, Pipstem 1Iulet, thence
soith. elfhty’ chains,” thence ‘east -eighty
chains, thence north elghty. chains, thence
to beach, thence westerly alo beach 'td
point -of - comimencement;, - ¢on aining. 640
acres more or less, .. & R
-"Commencing &t a post pldntéd ‘on the
north shore - one-half ‘mile from. head of
Pipestem Inlet thence north forty chains,
thence east one hundred ' and “twenty
chains, thence south eighty chains, themce
westerly to Dbeach and along beach. to
point of ‘commencement, containing 640
acres more or less. 3 A “
Dated at Ucluelet, B. C., Novembai

20th, 1906.
J.. HOL) ER .

'. HERBER LI
WILLIAM L. THOMPSON,

~NOTICE Is hereby givén that thirty days
after date I intend:to apply to the Hon.
the Chlef Commissioner = o nds and
Works for special license to cut and carry
away timber from the following described
land situated in Renfrew dis g

Commencing at 'a' post' marked  C. T.
Moore’s N. B corner, planted on the E.
& N. houndary line 40 chains south-east
from where the Jordan riyer crosses the
E. & N. -boundary 1line, thence soyth 80
chains, thence  west 80 'chains, hence
north 80 chains, thence east 80 chains (o
point of beginning.”

No. 2. Beginning at 8. W. corner of
No. 1 thence north 80 chains, thence west
80 chains, thence south 80 chaipe, thence
east 80 chains to point of begim_:luso

: «C. T. MOORBE.

NOTICE.18 hereby given that thirty days
after date 1 intend to apply to the Hou.
the Chief Commissiomer —of Lands and
Works for a s'gzclal license to cut and
carry away timber from the following de-
scribed land situated in Queen Charlotte
Islands district.

No. 1. Commencing at a post marked C.
T. Moore's ;5. W. corner, planted at edge
of timber foout 600 feet from beach on
south side 'of Louise Island, opposite to
Thurston bay. and about one mile west
of T. L. No. 7059, thence north 80 chains,
thence east 80 chains, thence south 80
chains, tlience west 80 chains, to point of
beginning.

No. 2. Commencing at S. E. corner of
No. 1, thence north 80 chains, thence east
80 chaine, thence south 80 chains, thence
west 80 chains to point of beginning.

C. T. MQORE

.him in Dawson. Yet Mr. Mcinnes is
taken from the field, where he is al-
'leged to have been supremely useful,
and thrust into provincial politics. The
‘case of the party, which calls for such
a remedy, must be a-desperate one;
and the action of .the Dominion gov-
‘ernmest in placing Mr. McInnes in the
fielll .can only be understood as a dis-
tinct “expression of want of confidence
in Mr, Macdonald. :

Under these circumstances, Wwhy
should the voters of British Columbia
wish to have a change of administra-
tion? Why should 'they extend their
confidence to a gentleman in whom his
own party has so little faith as a lead-
ir that it drags a Dominion official
rom a high office and sends him into
the golitical arena? We think that the
vast majority of the voters will take
Mr, Macdonald at the value that the
teaders of the Liberal Party of Can-
ada have put upon him. They have
conclyded that he is unequal to’the
task of conducting a campaign. Why
should the people of British Columbia
think him equal to the task of conduect-
ing -a government? R

——0

It is semi-officially announced  that
there' will be very few, changes in the
tariff schedule, as originally intgoduced
by. Mr. Fielding, and those that are
made will be chiefly of a clerical charac-
ter. It is said that of the 700 separate
items in the schedule, almost every one
has-been the subject of protest ¥rom
some particular interest. Lucky thing
that the tariff is out of politics. Fancy
a political party having to draw the
line between conflicting claims .as to
seven hundred items. That would be
worse than trying to understand a Mac-
donald manifesto.

Lever's Y-Z(Wise Head) Disinfectant Soap
Powder is & boon to any home. It disin.’

S
40 chains, W. 80 chains, |

3. Cotiménelnig at. - post}

ment. i B o G Vi
VANCOUVER CLEAR CEDAR MILL CO.}

ot and cleans at the same time, »

gay that he has kept the city in a tur-

¢apable man anywhere, they needed

-

We hé,ve, in P“‘; Prescription
] Dgy‘artment all of the drug:s and
7 éhemic;h’ being ‘prescribed by
- the physiciams for colds, la grippe
o j.nd»a:ll;othe‘r ‘prevalent ailments.

These drugs dre fresh and of the
best quality, thoroughly tested.
f_We‘éte prepared to fill any pre-
scription  correctly, . no matter
 -whose blank - it  is w}ltten on,

Bring ‘it right to us; we 'wil']

" take ecare of it for you.

CYRUS H.BOWES
Chemist,
98 GOVERNMENT ST.,

Near Yates Street.

d

The Sprott:Shaw
BUSINESS

VANCOUVER, B. C.
¢ 836 HASTINGS 8T, W.

Offersa Cholce of 2 to 4 Positions.

To every graduate. .Stoudents slways In
Great Demedd.

Commercial, Pitmgy and Gregg Short.
hand, Telegraphy, Typewriting (on the six
standard makes of machines), and Lan-
guages, taught by ocompstent speclalists.
H. J. SPROTT, B. A, Principat.

H. A. SCRIVEN, B. A.; Vice-President.
L. M. ROBERTS, Gregg Shdrthand.
H. G. SKINNER. Pltman Shorthand.

VGIORAPOULTY SHON

C BuBan

Enlries Close 12th January

* Largest and Best List
of Prizes Ever Offered.

Catalogues Now Ready
W, A JANESON,See, 71 Fort St

 NOTICE

RAYMOND & SONS
7 PANDORA STREET

;:m; tom‘ltl!ar: hm numerouns
tulml o y bave in stock a
Satin Finish English Enamel
and American Onyx Tiles
- The Latest Old and New Styles in
Mantels. Full Sets of Antique
Fire Irons and Fenders
Copled from designs that were in
use during the 17th century.

We also carry Lime Cement Plas-
ter of Paris Bullding and Fire
Brick, Fire Clay. Please call and

. \nspect our stock before decliding.

TAEKE NOTICE that 0 days after date
1 intend to apply to the Chief Commission-
er of Lande and Works for permission to
urchase the following described lands in
an 1V., Coast District: Commencing
at the N..W. corner of 4. Blayney’s S. A.
War Scrip Lot 330, thence N. 40 chains,
tifence E. 40 chains, thence 8. 40 chains,
thence west to point of commencement,
containing 160 acres.
A. BORENSON.

* By his Agent, E. P. Colley.
Bella Coolay B. C.. Nov. ist, 1906.

;POUL‘TRY AND LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE Lot of nice Jemey Heifers.
es, Gofdon Head. n23

FOR SALE-—Shetland: poay, -cart, harness
and side saddle. Apply Menzies St.

FOR SALE—-Fresh cow' aund calf; good
milker.. Apply 145 Superior Street. o12

SHROPSHIRE. RAMS_A limited number
of good range rams on hand, also some
well . grown ram lambs. G. H. Hadwen,
Duncan. §

FOR SALE--Pirst class helfer, just fresh,
very gentle; also family cow, good milk-
er, gentle, 'Cavn be seen after 3 p. m.
Beesemyer, Fraser street (take Esqul-
malt car). s18

FOR SALE--Span farm horses,
harness, few good roadsters, buggles,
carts and wagons; house and acre land;
five room honse to let, centrally located.
Apply I.-J. J. Fisher, Carriage Shof‘
Store street. ol?

WANTED—Horse, buggy and harness;
parties having same to dispose of please
communicate. Inquire Box 431 Colonist.
State full particulars and lowest price.

WANTED-—Young hoar fit to sérve. Glve
age, weight, hreed and lowest price. Ad-
dress J. D., Cobble Hill, E. & N.:Ry. n20
Ask for Amherst: sofid leather foot-

wear. .
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