
I

INTECH (1984) associates
1025 Hargrieve Rd., Unit 3, 
London, Ontario N6E 1P7

Phone: (519) 686-1970 
After Hours: 657-0390

THIS ORIGINAL DOCUMENT IS IN VERY POOR CONDITION

: 1

TOL. 1. SO. 2. GUELPH, ON., CANADA, MONDAY EVENING, JULY 22, 1867.
J" , . r",

said he had a holy horror of co 
(Cheers.) But it seems he had lived, 
change his views, and some day he 
Stirton) was going to South Waterloo 
see how easy Mr. Cowan could g 
them dovynfxLaughter.) Dr. HOwitt 
referred in his Fergus speech to 
tion of Mr Dorion and Mr Howdft 
oration, and spoke of the dangef < 
ing sUch men to lie in power. ® j 
not JohnS. Macdonald,one of the 
enemies of Confederation, been cal 
form the Local Government, am 
made a precious mess of it. [H<
It was said if the present governi 
defeated, you could not form 
without. Dorion and How e. This 
not believe. When Mr Tilley and f Mr 
Archibald were in Toronto, they said that 
in the peculiar position in which they 
were placed from the opposition to Con-, 
federation manifested by 01 
the people in their provim 
not avoid accepting office in 
But if an opportunity present 
fonning a Reform governmt 
sured the Reformers that they 
heartily with them. [Cheers.] 
joined the Coalition with the greatest 
luctance, but in the position in which they 
were placed they could not do otherwise. 
Mr Howe opposed Confederation because \ 
the government of Nova Sco$a would., 
allow no appeal to the people. But now 
that it was accomplished, he had stated 
that he was willing to give it a fair trial. 
Mr Stirton then adverted to Mr Blair's 
course. He regretted that a life-long Re
former had seen fit to-take such a course. 
He considered it moreover most injudici
ous, for the appointment of two Senators 
to seats in Parliament greatly lessened 
the responsibility of the government to 
the people, and was an infraction of a 
fundamental principle in the Constitu
tion. It was proper to have one member 
of the government in? the Upper House, 
but it was wrong to put in two. There, 
was some doubt or hesitation with regard 
to a paragraph in his speech respect' 
the Coalition. He would try and state 
views in a clear and plain manner. Hi 
had no wish to hide himself under tl 
cloak of ambiguity. He stated in that 
dress that he was opposed to Cqq
but was also opposed to purstdnj|__
tious course in Parliament. For nis part 
he would not countenance a factious 
si tion. He would hear the policy of 
ters before he would seek to turn tl 
out. But there might be some 
dent person who would move a v< 
want of confidence to the Address. * I 
would advise any^one not to do so; but 
such a vote was moved he would feel! 
to be his duty to vote for it. [Cheers/j II 
doing this he considered he woi * 
justified, as he held that the principle d 
which the government was based vm 
wrong and unsound. After thanking thfle 
for the patient hearing they had accorded 
him, he retired amid cheers.

Mr. P. Gow then came forward awj 
was received with great applause.Jg 
referred to the calling of the preflent-»e| 
ing and the design of the parties whÇgg| 
it up. When two very respectable Ji 
tlemen of the town came^to him with ._ 
requisition it was already endorsed oy 
the Reeve of Guelph Township and Reevé 
of Puslinch, the day and hour fixed, and 
everything cut and dried. When asked 
to sign it as head of the Corporation jo 
Guelph, he said he was always in favdà 
of fair open discussion ; that he was ntf 
opposed to the proposed meeting. Btl 
he said ho considered it was a very iffi 
proper time to call it, in the very midj 
of hay harvest, when farmers could j 
get tiriie to attend. The gentlemen 
plied they did not care whether < 
farmers came or not, and to tell theti 
they would rather not have seen so ma 
there to-day. [Hear and cheers.] 1 
told them at the same time that he h 
no right to call such a meet! 
was the duty of the Sheriff or Waj 
do so. But as he was Mayor of the 
and moreover a candidate, he would 
especially as the requisition was 
tably signed, put any objection in 
way of holding the meeting, as thr 
they might say that he wished to 
public opinion, and was afraid of'opposi
tion. He alsd" pointed out to these two 
gentlemen the absurdity of the Reeves of 
Guelph Township and Puslinch calling 
their constituents into another muUid- 
pality to attend a meeting. They had Ij 
clearly no right to do so. But from the 
first he was not opposed to, or afraid of, 
the meeting. No man was more for pub
lic discussion—free, fair and open—and 
that secured he was willing to leave the 
result to the intelligence of the electors 
of the Riding. [Hear, hear and cheers.]i 
He had always been an earnest advocate 
of Confederation, and no one rejoi(z*'1 
morç than he did now that it was sèci 
He hàd great hopes that it would teqd 
the good of the country.. He hoped tl 
an end would be put to tie contim 
wrangling which had too oftra diej_ 
our political struggles in the past, an< 
we only remained true to ourselves tl 
country might be made one of the 
piest and most prosperous on the e 
[Cheers.] We were much indebted toj 
Gracious Queen and the British Pa*' 
ment for the great boon conferred ori 
and if properly worked out-k he had) 
fear for our future. He had^no jaitl 
the miserable cry got up by 
the press of union and disunion, 
lieved all classes, and all shades of 
tics, were truly loyal, and anxiouâ. 
preserve British connection.
One of the most imporfMti 
will derive from Confederation 
the management of our own lod 
W.yvan all call to mind the 
by when Upper Canada was systemati
cally and persistently ruled by Lower | 
Canada. These days have gone by, be 
hoped, for ever. Other questions of a diad 
agreeable character were also, he hopei| 
for ever settled. He was glad to saytj* 
the oft vexed Schqol question, 
raised antagonism between partit 
creeds, had been settled1 to the satj 
of all parties, and that now 
was remedied, they were r> 
question now was, , which 
for working out tfae new 
plied, party ' *
tisfied that the Consei 
Reformers, would say 
litions were immoral 
corrupt in practice, 
evidence Of this b4h 

i. Let us lutve 
iment, and we1

ifew Advertisements.

20 BOYS WANTED.

WANTED immediately at the Evening Mer
cury office, twenty boys to sell luqiers. 

Liberal wages and steady employment given. Ap 
ply^t once.

Guelph, 20th July, 1607.

Mourning Stationery
A FULL ASSÔRTMEMT!

C H EAP Z

AT DAY’S BOOKSTORE,
OPPOSITE THE MARKET.

Guelph, 20th July, 1SG7.

TO PRINTER BOYS.

WANTED immediately at this office, a young 
lad who has it knowledge of type setting.

Guelph, 20th July, 1S07;
McLAGAN & INNES.

"THE BEST OF STATIONERY!
AT THE LOWEST PRICE,

AT DAY’S BOOKSTORE,

OPPOSITE THE MARKET.

'Guelph, 20th July, 1SG7.

THE EVENING MERCURY

CHEAP BOOK AND JOB

PRINTING HOUSE !
FIRST HOUS&EAST OF TH3 GOLDEN Lio:

Jtacdonnell Street, ■ • GUELPH.

McLAGAN AND INNES,

HAVEInmch pleasure in intimating to their 
numerous patrons and the pubHb in general 

that they have

REMOVED

Their Printing Establishment to more extensive 
mil" erinimodimis premises, specially erected for 
the requirements of their extensive business.

JOB PRINTING
In connection with the Evening and Weekly 

Mercury Newspapers we have the Largest and 
most complete JOB DEPARTMENT west of the 
ijjfcv of Toronto. We have within the past few days 
/ul'led an immense assortment of

Imported direct from Millar & Richards, Edin
burgh. We have also in constant <-pi-ration

THREE POWER AND
TWO HAND PRESSES,

Tlius enabling us to turn nutwurk <•» the short
est possible notice. Having sffch facilities at our 
command, employing none but "the leest of work
men, ami using good stock, we enjoy great advan
tages in thexxwution of all kinds of

PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL

BOOK and JOB PRINTING.

Our changes in the future, as in the past, will be 
moderate, at least

20 per Cent, under any other 
Office in the County,

t

While the style and quality of the work will lie 
fully up to that wf the large cities.

THE BUSINESS MAN

WiH find it special)- to his advantage to l".v6 ns 
i call and examine specimens and learn prices.

éticning JjfUmtijg,
MONDAY EVENING, JULY 22.

PROSPECTUS
OF THE

GDELPH EVENING MBÇIIBÏ
HAVING removed to their new office in The 

Mercury Building, MacdonncH Street*on- 
liosite the Great Western Hotel Stables, the pub

lishers have determined, in view of the elections, 
to issue nil

Evening Edition of “ The Mercury.”
It will appear every afternoon (Sundays except

ed) at ô o'clock, and will be furnished to subscrib
ers in,town niul country at 84 a year, paid strictly 
in advance. SuUmHptUms will be taken by the 
quarter. Subscribed in town will lie supplied by 
our own carrier boys, by leaving their names anil 
residence at the office. Single copies Id, and may 
lie had of the lmvs oil tlie street, or at M.Shewon’s 
and T. J. Day's Bookstores.

Tiie Mercury will contain the latest .telegraph
ic news of every thing that transpires of import
ance from all pin ts of the country, including the 
daily deqiatelles by the Atlantic cable, the New 
York, Montreal, Guelph and other Markets.

buutiial attention will be paid to Local News.— 
Full and impartial reports of all public meetings 
will be given, due notice will be taken of all pub
lic improvements, and everything of an interesting 
diameter transpiring m the town or county will 
lie fully recorded insits pages.

General and Miscellaneous news, And reading ad
apted for the family, carefully selected with a view 
to their moral hearing on the community, will find 
their due place, in Tire Evening Mfrcurv. The 
aim of the publishers is to make It a welcome ami 
profitable visitor, to every family in town.

Ever)- care and attention will be given to its edi
torial columns. Besides the ordinary staff, ar
rangements have been made for occasional supply 
of editorial and other contributions, and corre.s- 
IMindence from the most inportnht points. Our 
prospects under the newly inaugurated Dominion, 
the agitation of political parties in working out 
Confederation, and the results that such agitation 
will lend to, will be discussed in a tenqierato and 
impartial spirit. The great principles of Reform, 
by the exercise of which alone we believe the pros
perity of this country will lie secured, shall he on 
all occasions faithfully anil earnestly, inculcated. 
At the same time no abuse, no unseemly language, 
nothing of a persona! character, shall mark our 
diseusion of pMtflii- questions. Wc shall in short 
spare no iialns or cxiM»nse to make Tiie Evening 
Mercury an interesting and reliable uewspaiier,in 
ever)- respect worthy of publicjmtrcwage.

TO ADVERTISERS.
As we have already secured a large subscription 

list, the advertiser will find it a valuable medium 
for communicating with the public. Advertise- 

lents will Is; inserted at reasonable rates, and a 
considerable reduction will lie made for contracts 
fur a lengthened period.

THE WEEKLY MERCURY.
The Weekly Mercury has now been enlarged 

to 40 columns—ten columns on each page—thus 
making it by far the largest weekly newspaper puli- 
lishett in Canada, out of Toronto. It contains a 

irdmorc reading matter than any weekly jiapcr 
published hi the Comity. It contains a complete 
weekly summary of all the Important news by 
sjiecinl and other telegrams, the local and other 
markets, besides a large quantity of excellent and 
carefully selected miscellaneous -family reading, 
and weekly instalments of a First-class Story, it 
is published every Friday morning, uiul mailed to. 
subscribers, or delivered In town at 81.50 a year, 
strictly In advance, otherwise 82 st the end of the 
year. . jun deviation from this rule. The Weekly 
lias now a far huger circulation than any other 
pàper published In Guelph, and It Is extensively 
read in all the surrounding Counties, it is the 
best advertising medium west of Toronto, ns is 
shown by the very extensive advertising patron
age it has enjoyed for more than five years. Ad
vertisements insetted at the usual rates, and a 
lilierai discount made to those wlm advertise by 
the year.

Copies of the Weekly Mercury arc also for 
sale at the Bookstore s of M. tihewnn antlT. J. Day.

McLACAN & INNES.
Publishers.

Mercury Building, Maedonnell-st.,
Guelph, July 20, 1 HIT.

gyWeekly Exchanges inserting the above a few 
times will be entitled to the Daily.

TOWN AND COUNTRY.
JTew .Idverttoements To-day.

English Magazines—T. J. Day. ,
Educational - Miss Fethevstonhaugh.
Sardines and Lobsters—John A. Wood, 
Diarrhoea Remedy—Alex. B. Petrie. 
Book-keeping—Wm. Wad land.
Hay in Trusses—,John West.,

Police Court.
Before James Hough, Esq., J. P.

Disorderly—The Police Court in 
Guelph could riot flourish, were it not 
for Susannah Hiil and a few others 
like her. This lady was brought up 
this morning for “ disorderly conduct 
in a publie jjace,” and notwithstand
ing many protestations of innocence 
on the p:trt of this virtuous female,she 

l was tineef $2 and costs. She paid' the 
Beautiful New Scotch Type, \ smart and returned home, satisfied

that she was a much-persecuted indi-

Lnrauy— Charles Smith was again 
brought up, charged with stealing 
three fowls, the property of M. Kelly 
Chanticleer, with two companions of 
the opposite, sex, were produced in 
Court, and for appropriating these 
and stopping their crowing and cack
ling, Mr. ChaS. Smith was committed 
to stand his trial at thé Quarter Ses
sions. _________

Get a bottle of Petrie’s Diarrhoea 
remedy for Summer Complaints, 
ït should be in every house.

The County of Perth Herald, one 
of the dirtiest sheets that ever upheld 
John A. ifcCo has been discontinued. 
Cause ; financial difficulties. It is the 
intention of the proprietor to recom
mence the publicail .1 of the paper 
again if possible. ,

Red River Settlement.—The 
RA. John Black, a returned mission- 
arm will deliver an address in Knox’s 
Clarch Guelph this evening at 7$ o’- 
cfofk. In addition to hid account of 
histnissionaV labours he will dwell on 
thegeogrnphical position of the country 
and its importance to Canada. The 
public are cordially invited to attend.

A CASE FOR Proof.—The Fergus 
Xenvs Record of yesterday says the 
Mercury'8 story, about the number of 
Reformers present at the Fergus meet
ing on Monday last is utter bosh,sheer 
nonsense. All we have to say to this 
is that we challenge the iHews Record 
to name more than twenty Reformers 
who attended the meeting, i 

.Mb./Geo. Brown in the'Field.— 
It was anribunced yestopdav that Mr. 
Geo.XBrown has accented the nomina
tion and is a candidate for South On
tario. He opposes Mr Gibbs who has... Coaiv

All Orders by Post Promptly 
attended to.

X JtrcL.M*âJjr # IJTJTE8,
"EVENING MERCURY OFFICE, 

Maedounell 6t., <

Great Reform Triumph 
in Guelph.

THE COALITIONISTS DEFEATED
AT THEIR OWN MEETING.

South Wellington True to Re
form Principles.

VOTES OF CONFIDENCE IN THE
TWO REFORM CANDI DATES. '

The great Coalition meeting—got up 
at the instance of the Conservatives, with 
the aid of a few Reformers who now de
light to call themselves Coalitionists— 
came off on Saturday afternoon. It was 
initiated by a number of Conservatives in 
town, who, under the pretext of having 
an opportunity of hearing the Reform 

j candidates in the iield, but who thought 
they might, by calling it at a season most 
inconvenient to farmers, secure an attend
ance of such only as would vote confi
dence in the present Government, and 
thereby proclaim a victory for the (Coali
tion in South Wellington. The requisi
tion being addressed to the Mayor of 
Guelph and the Reeves of Guelph Town
ship and Puslinch, these gentlemen joint
ly called the meeting.

At three o’clock exactly the Town Hall 
1 was filled with a large audience composed 
of many electors in town, and also a large 
number of farmers from the country, who 
for one day threw aside their pressing 
home work to come to the meeting and 
record their vote against the principle on 
which the present government is formed. 
On the motion of Col. Higinbotliam, 
seconded by Win. Whitelaw, Esq., Robt. 

j Melvin, Esq., Reeve of Guelph, was called 
to the chair. The Hall being too small to 

! accommodate those who kept coming in 
in a continuous stream an adjournment 
was made to the Drill Shed. There could 
not have been less than 700 present, which 
considering the season of the year was 
a very large turn out, making it the 
largest political assemblage ever con
vened in Guelph.

After adjourning to the Drill Shed, 
Alex. Thomson, Esq., was appointed Sec
retary. The chairman then said it would 
conduce to the comfort of all if order was 
kept, and every speaker allowed full jus
tice. He then read the requisition, and 
asked if there was any one present who- 
xVished to state the object of the meeting 
at greater length.

A pause occurred, and no one seemed 
to be inclined to speak. Mr. JohnHams, 
jr., was asked to say something but he 
declined. Mr. John McCrea then came 
forward and said it was unnecessary for 
him to detain the meeting as the object 
for which it was held was sufficiently set 
forth in the requisition.

Mr Hugh Reid, of Puslmch, moved 
that all speakers except the candidates be 
restricted to fifteen minutes. The motion 
was seconded by Mr McCurry, and carried. 
It was then arrahged that the candidates 
should speak first.

Mr Stirton, on coming forward, was re
ceived with hearty cheers. Jle said, as an 
old servant of the Riding, he had great 
pleasure in having an opportunity of 
meeting the leading electors. He felt 
that this was an occasion which all ought 
to make the most of. When he first heard 
of this meeting and the way in which it 
was called, he felt that it would not be 
possible at this time to get a fair repre
sentation of the electors. It was a gross 
act of injustice to drag men to such a 
meeting at this untimely season of the 
year. Had they called this meeting at 
any other time—even a week later would 
have answered them—there would have 
been such a turn-out as the Conservatives 
would not have cared to see. [Cheers.] 
The object really was that there should 
be a small meeting. Two Johns one day 
started down the Brock road, got a few 
signatures on [lie way, and when they 
got to the -Reeve of Puslinch there were 
twenty-five names on the requisition.-— 
And what was the proposal of the requi- 
sitionists, that the Reeve of Puslinch 
should call his constituents into Guelph 
to a meeting. [Hear, hear and laughter.] 
They were called to attend the meeting, 
but neither the. getters-up of it nor the 
Reeve wanted them to attend. But the 
Reformers knew what their real object 
was.. Although there has been no con
test in the Riding for ten years, they had 
not forgotten the past nor lost track of the 
Conservative*. [Cheers.] Having been 
called here today so that candidates 
might have an opportunity of stâting 
their views on tlio great questions now 
engaging attention, he would have much 
pleasure iu staling frankly and*freely his 
opinions. They were not ignorant of his 
views in relation to these matters, for liis 
address had been issued, but they would 
now hear more fully and more directly 
from him what was there embodied. Ho 
had there stated in an honest and straight
forward manner wliat his views were, 
and he was here today to endorse all 
therein contained. [Cheers.] The position 
in which our country is now placed is 
altogether new to us. We have emerged 
out of one state of political existence and 
entered on another. We have assumed 
a higher position—we have opened up to 
us a more glorious future. In view of 
this it was exceedingly desirable that we 
should make a proper start , and be guided 
in the right direction. The future oi' the 
young man, ambitious for distinction and 
eager to make himself an honorable place 
among his fellows, was mainly dependant 
on his start in life. So with, this new 
Dominion. If at the outstart in our polit
ical history our leaders gave a wrong 
direction to affairs, we will assuredly 
suffer in the future to an extent no one 
now can dream of. (Cheers.) The gov
ernment, he was sorry to say, had taken 
several wrong steps already, and yet they 
were told not to condemn them before 
being tried. Tito, short trial we have 
already had has shown to Vgjtot lengths 
they will lead us if we onl;
The speaker^ then alludi 
when he was first h 11 
many imagined that 
the sea of politics he wi 
swallowed up. After\ 
was proud to say hfr 8 

............. lit

low them 
the time 

ait, when 
inched on 

completely 
irs' trial he 

before them
with his feet still out of the miry clay.

A voice.—What do you mean by the 
miry clay 7 %

Mr. Stirton—Perhaps my friend Dr. 
Clarke can tell you. (Laughter.)

Dr. Clarke—I think it is impertinent 
to make any such allusion, and no gen
tleman would do it.

Mr. Stirton said there were some very 
thin-ekined people who, like the Doctor, 
got oflfended at everything which was 
unpleasant to hear. He went on to say 
that they all knew hie viewsin regard to

the first; and when the Coalition was 
formed for carrying it out, he had taken 
advantage of a little spare time to hold 
meetings in the Riding, when he did not 
hesitate to tell them ne would support 
it. And now that Confederation was 
granted, it was their duty to put it in oper
ation, and devise the best means for carry
ing it into effect. He had carefully read 
Dr. Howitt’s address in regard to the fu
ture of the country. He fully sympa
thized with all the Doctor said. He believ 
ed the Anglo-Saxons were the best judges 
of what constituted civil liberty, and that 
the British system was far in advance of 
the American. (Hear, hear.) How deeira-' 
ble it is for this new Dominion to start on 
an economical basis. Yet we find that at 
the outset economy is utterly lost sight 
of. Our chief ruler—for whom he enter
tained a high respect—gets a salary of 
$50,000, double that of the chief magis
trate of the neighboring republic*, who 
rules over thirty-four millions, while we 
have only four millions. This was the 
first indication of economy on the part of 
the government. Then we have now 
thirteen ministers appointed, when across 
the lines, with a population of six times 
ours, there was less than half that num
ber. He did not mean to preach up the 
Yankee system, he merely drew t]ie com
parison to show whaverrors were being 
made while laying the very foundation of 
our new system. [Hear.] And when once 
ministers begin this way, they cannot re
trace their steps. Attached to each de
partment would be an expensive array*of 
clerks, which would swell the expenses 
to an enormous amount. He referred to 
all this to show that it was the natural 
result of the present coalition. Had a 
pure party government been formed, half 
the number of ministers would have suf, 
ficed, but in the coalition departments 
had to be found for all the thirteen. They 
were therefore cut up and divided. One 
was placed over the excise,another over the 
customs,and these again set to watch Galt, 
who wanted it badly enough. (Cheers 
and laughter.) Was not this a pretty 
state of things 7 What would his friend 
Mr. Elliott for instance say if he had a 
book-keeper who had swindled him, but 
was asked to'take him back, and told at 
the same time jhat he would require to 
hire a man or two to watch him, (laugh
ter) and yet this was the way they had 
done with Galt and his precious Board. 
There were two Secretaries whose work 
was 6f a mere formal character. There 
was also the Bureau of Agriculture, 
which he pronounced a complete humbug, 
and not worth one cent to the country. 
All this arises because of coalition. Then 
with regard to the personnel of the coa
lition. They all knew in past times 
what each had said of the other—how 
McDougall would point to John A. Mac
donald in Parliament as a perjured,man 
—how John A. would retort on McDou
gall that he was looking to Washington 
—how Galt had been charged with falsi
fying the books of the country and many 
other sins laid at their door. But now they 
were all sailing along smoothly together, 
totally oblivious of the past. He had to 
day a forcible illustration of the results 
of Coalition as shown in the neighboring 
county of W'aterloo. In driving into 
town he saw Wm. Robinson and James 
Cowan cheek by jowl in tl^p same car
riage. [Cheers and laughter.] He spoke 
of these things with regret. It was most 
unfortunate to see public men pursue such 
a course, but when they witnessed it in 
the highest places and among their lead
ing men, they could not expect anything 
else. This Coalition was a farce and a 
humbug. [Cheers.] Instead of such a 
government he would have preferred one 
formed on purely Conservative principles 
—and he would have been the last man 
to have offered it a factious opposition. 
But when ho saw the Conservative lead
ers trying to prostitute men and buy them 
oft* with Parliamentary and other honors, 
it was the duty of every true Reformer— 
of every true friend of "his country—to 
meet them with stem opposition. Altho' 
commonly called by that name, it was 
not in reality a Coalition. There had 
been no caucus of both parties. Macdou- 
gall and liis colleagues never asked the 
consent of their friends. They accepted 
office and then came ând told the Reform
ers wliat they had done, and asked them 
to consent to it. Parties were all the time 
quite distinct and had remained so. In 
contrast to this unadvised step on the part 
of the Reformers, he narrated the circum
stances attending the Coalition of À864, 
when both parties agreed that their lead
ers should coalesce. But as Mr llmvland 
acknowledge^ at the Convention, that 
Coalition ceased on the 1st of July. No 
one had had the hardihood to say that a 
party government could hot do all that 
a Coalition government could do, and be
cause Reformers have no faith in this 
patched-up concern, we are told that we 
are going to try the old game of factious 
opposition. Well, he admitted there had 
been factious opposition. But in the pe
culiar position in which Reformers were 
often placed, faction was the only means 
left them to adopt. Mr Beattie, in his 
address to the electors of North Welling
ton, honestly admits that we are indebted 
to this more than to anything else for 
Confederation. On the other hand, Mr 
White, of Hamilton, at the Fergus meet
ing, who, unlike Mr Beattie, is mainly de
pending on public pap, took the ground 
that the Conservatives were strong advo
cates for constitutional changes. He 
gave the Hon. Mr Galt credit for_ ad 
vocating • Confederation in 1858,—
but he forgot to state that all that time 
Mr. (ialt was not a Conservative, but sat 
on the cross benches. It was all very 
fine to take such credit for John A. and 
Galt, but when men are in earnest they 
show by their acts that they are so. Did 
any of these men ever put on record a 
resolution favoring such changes? Can 
they point to a time when they ever in
troduced a proposition for the solution of 
our difficulties, or appeared anxious to 
meet the Reformers half way ? Never. 
(Cheers.) When the late coalition was 
formed a large majority^!' Mr. Brown's 
friends urged him to joinU. When Mc
Dougall, Blair and Howlimd joined the 
Conservatives did they call a meeting of 
Reform members, and ask their opinion 7, 
No. But they decided to join John A. 
and Galt, and Xhen they called a few of 
their friends and said they would be glad 
if they supported them, and if they did 
not they would try and defeat them ! Hr 
had said that the Coalition was alr“J' 
beginning to show fruit. The 
a letter from Mr. Campbell, of 
Lands, .to a gentlemaMP A1 
him to support a 
ing future favors.
Ministers of the 
the meeting 
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