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dictatorship, and covet their neigh­
bors’ goods, It not their territories. 
Dominions are Just enlarged school­
boys. The smallest trifle will some­
times brifig about a misunderstand­
ing between rival adjoining or nearby 
dominions, as long as It Is undecided 
which of them is in the right Indeed, 
we have at this moment our “vexed 
Labrador Boundary question,** which 
It taxing alt the diplomatic skill and 
political ingenuity of the Prime Min­
ister, the Minister of Justice, and the 
Government's Minister Extraordinary, 
Sir P. T. McGrath, to effect a satis­
factory settlement. It has always been 
thus and SO, from the Greek democ­
racies to the Italian Republics, or tha 
Mulish States in modern South Am-

their e‘wn country and wqre made to 
be proud ot it; that they must be in­
sular and parochial It they were net 
taught to connect the history .and pro­
gress of their continental nations. He 
knew, aà We here in Newfoundland 
kndw, no country could efltiet by bread 
alone; but he knew, too, that no 
country could exist unless It discov­
ered the art of providing bread for it­
self, end of softening the arduous 
work ot gaining a liflhg by something 
that was spiritual and stimulating. 
In the first place, he1 believed that no 
man was, too poor or too lowly to 
grasp the glory of patriotism, or to 
understand the difference between 
right and wrong.
A GREAT EDUCATIONIST THE SON 

OF A SHOEMAKER.
. It is doubtful, however, whether 
Grundtrig’s policy ot founding the 
high schools could have succeeded It 
Jt had not been for the force And 
character of Kristen Kold. The latter 
Was the eon of a shoemaker, and not 
a, very prosperous shoemaker. He 
early learned to detest the tradition­
al system of education, and the direc­
tors of this formal system made a 
cabal against him, and he was forced 
to give up hie intellectual ambitions 
and to be content with .the avocation 
of book-binding. His book-binding, 
however, was very thorough, and he 
respected, as most Dense do, the art 
of the handicraftsman. He became, by 
accident, acquainted with the writings 
of Bishop Grundtvig, and, thus inspir­
ed, he took courage and founded at 
Redding, In 1844, the first people's 
high school. It was impossible that 
such an Institution at that time could 
expect State aid. In the first place It 
was not to be merely an academic 
or bookish school. It was Intended tor 
all who would listen and understand. 
Its whole power depended on the pet­

ite appeal
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GLAW THEIR DREAMS OF A MILLEN­
NIUM.

Then, again, they will have their 
war of classes, such as we have now, 
their Internal revolutions, their 
dreams of a millennium to be brought 
about by political convulsions. These 
are Nature's methods of disciplining 
human character and bringing us to 
know that life is not all a holiday. Out 
ot such struggles great men have 
arisen and great countries, and, so far 
as i know, greatness oannot be pur­
chased tat any lower price.
THE PRESENT POLITICAL CON­

DITION.
The political condition here, at pre­

sent, is not, I think, entirely satisfac­
tory. In our Island home there are no 
privileged classes—or, at least, there 
ought not to be—no inherited institu­
tions which require to be modified to 
suit the change of times. Where all 
are, or may be, with proper manage­
ment of public affairs, comfortably off, 
there is no dissatisfaction with the 
distribution of property, and, there­
fore, there is really no natural division 
of parties, which constitutes the prin­
ciple of parliamentary government. 
Parties here are artificial, and there-
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L,0Bgh man a thinkingïbetng Is de-
| ined.U use the grand prerogative of
i mind.i0w few think justly or the thinking
L/*many never think, ’ who think
[ they do!” -
! «CHAT” WITH AN OLD-TIME 

POLITICIAN.
I The other day I met one of our few 
Laining politicians of “the good old 
Loi." Although an octogenarian 
U more, he continues hale and 
Lrty, and I felt pleased to find him 
[ill a most interesting conversation­
ist. He entertained me with stories, 
j the political adventures of the col- :
U since the establishment of respon- j 
[ye government, in some of which j

it has been the orderly tranaition from 
one state of civilization to «mother ; 
and now that the transition has been 
accomplished, and party lines no long­
er correspond tonnaturil lines, it has 
become doubtful whether, even among 
ourselves, It works with perfect suc­
cess.
OUR “VEXED LABRADOR HOUND- 

ART QUESTION.”
Thrown wholly upon our own re­

sources to work out our own destiny, 
ye Newfoundlanders may, some day, 
have to fight for our liberties against 
invaders from outside—when I say 
“fight” I mean, of coursq, to contend, 
politically and comrherdially! Ambiti­
ous men there may'force their way to 

* the front, aspire to a certain kind of

tore unnatural and demoralising. It 
would be tar better It the heads of the 
departments could be selected with 
reference to ability and character, 
and were relieved, as they sore In the 
United States, from responsibility to 
tiie Legislature. Politics’ In democ­
racies tend always to Intrigue of tac­
tion, but the peril Is intensified where 
there Is unreality in the very form of 
the constitution. The good sense of 
our people has prevented- so far any 
serious harm
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presentbut, at
juncture," the outlook tor the future Is 
not reassuring. - "

GOVERNMENT BY PARTIES.
Every wise British politician is both 

Radical and Conservative. He has two 
eyes to see with and two hands to 
work with, and to condemn him to be 
one or the other Is to put one eye out 
and and tie one hand behind the back.
To colonies where it has no natural 
appropriateness at all, where party 
Is purely artificial, and party polities 
.therefore are- not a contest of prin­
ciples, but a contest of Intrigues, only 
a British conviction that what Is good 
for ourselves must be good for all 
mankind, could have Induced us to 
think of applying it. General good 
sense happily neutralized in a great 
degree the anomalies of the system.
When the moral health is sound, the 
political heitlth 'cannot be seriously 
disordered. ^
HOW DEMOCRACY WORKS WITH 

US.
On the whole, democracy works 

like galvanism in disintegrating the 
existing conditions of human society; 
but human society occasionally falls 
Into a state when disintegration can­
not be helped. Constitutional govern­
ment in the overseas dominions Is full 
of anomalies. It might have been bet­
ter if, instead of leaving some of the 
smaller colonies to govern them­
selves, the Imperial authorities had 
been careful to send out efficient gov­
ernors, who would have attended to 
colonial opinion, and ruled firmly, with 
no consideration of anything but each 
dominion’s good. A monarchy, when 
there Is security that the monarch 
himself is a wise man. Is the best of 
all forms of government But ae things 
stand at present, this is out of the", 
question. As long as the dominions 
are under the authority of Downing;
Street, and Downing Street is under, 
the authority of the British Parlia­
ment, it Is Impossible that the affairs 
of the colonies will receive anything" 
like fair and impartial consideration, 
or -that the persons selected to con­
duct their affairs will always be the 
wisest that can be found. The policy 
adopted Is measured, not with a view 
to the good of the colony, but to party 
advantage at home.
OUR INADEQUATE EDUCATIONAL 

SYSTEM.
In one of my previous articles I 

gpokè of our present Imperfect and in­
adequate educational system and men­
tioned the unfortunate fact that some 
fifty thousand of our people, young 
and old, out of a poulation of two 
hundred and sixty thousand, could 
neither read nor writs. This I regard 
ed as a disgrace to the colony and a 
sinister reflection on the manner in 
which the large amount of money vot­
ed annually by the Legislature for 
educational purposes, is manipulated.
In no other British colony in the 
world, similarly circumstanced, does 
such a deplorable condition exist 
Even outside the Empire altogether 
we might learn valuable and Instruc­
tive lessons. Take Denmark, tor ex­
ample. There is practically no Illiter­
acy in that little kingdom—the birth­
place of our good Queen-Mother, Alex­
andra. To the establishment qf the 
people’s high schools there and a most 
efficient System ot education general­
ly, Aider the influence of Bishop 
Grundtvig, the spread of culture 
among the Danish people Is largely 
due.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A GREAT 

SYSTEM. ''

It seems that, before 1884. the Dsn- 
ish system of education„ was formal,1 choose these schools themselves, they 
dully classical, and intended only for would look on it as a degradation if 
the well-to-do. Bishop Grundtvig, a an arbitrary examination or standard 
seer and a prophet, saw that the Dan- were imposed on them.
Ish people must not only be Instruct- j We here In St. John’s have churches

sonaltty of the teacher, 
must be solely through the spoken 
word. It was a courageous experi­
ment, for its success would depend 
entirely on the support of the people. 
In a short time a hundred men, old 
and young, applied for admission. But 
the women did not care to be left out. 
Co-education was looked on, not only 
in Denmark, but all through the 
Western World, as a horrible and 
dangerous Innovation. The pupils of 
Kristen Hold’s first school were al­
most entirely farmers, and these 
farmers could not attend hie lectures 
in the summer season, when they were 
needed in the work ot the «oil; but la 
the early spring time and summer it 
was possible that some of th« women 
might be tree, and so he began by op­
ening spring and summer classes tor 
the women.
FOUNDATION of A GREAT SYS.

... • - , ' teal,, v- y, **r
Thus we find that from this beglng- 

tng grew the great system of Danish 
high schools, which, It is said, were 
the models oh which the United States 
Chautauqae were founded; and also 
the syeteni ot university extension in 
English-speaking countries. But 
neither the Chautauqua# nor the uni­
versity courses have been as tsr- 
reacbing in their effects as the Dan­
ish high schools. It Is understood, of 
course, that these schools are not, 
like otar high schools, ' introductions 
to college dr the finishing"off of the 
education of those who do not Intend 
to go to college. Unless some very re­
cent change has taken place in the 
Danish system, no requirement is 
necessary tor the student except the 
desire to learn. There are mo degrees 
given in these schools, no examina-
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Mixed Blooms—Caesar, Kathleen Parlow «j* 
Mikada and Pallas .., .... .. ..The Doz. *vw
Albo pleno Adorato, Campernelle, Plenus «« 

and Golden Phoenix .. ..The Doz. GDC.

DC Rainbow, Artus, Crimson brilliant Moore 
I j La Reine, Darwin# Parrot .. .The Doz.OIC.
Superb Colour/Mixtiô* «*• 40C.

Dutch Roman— renownéd for their on, 
beauty,'., -... The Doe. vUC.

Orange Phoenix, Sulphur Phoenix, CA_ 
Selected—a very fine line. The Doz. 0*tC.

Golden Spur, Emperor, Vo^Sion, Bi Victoria,
Herr ConsDicmsirfPpeta-Shira, Old Pheas- CA_y.. . .TheDoz. wICo

s of the Dutch Nureer- 
legant assort- cn„ 

..The Doe. ^
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Stylish Caps of high 
gradé materials; assort­
ed patterns.
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DOUBLE HYACINTHS
cried. Was this the language of a true peroue nor «ntented. Our stepmother 
seer? or the complaint of a sour Nature grudges to individuals, and 
dyspeptic, who grudged to others the colonies, too, unbroken prosperity, 
enjoyment denied to himself? It is She has a whip,for the backs of.most 
hard to quarrel with men who only of us, and insists on our .learning 
wish to he Innocently happy. And out lessons whlqh nothing but suffering 
of this wish there is growing a taste will teach. But, .fa spite of it all, the 
tor amusement and the artistic side spirit ot "grinning and bearing It” j 
ot life whidh has already come to end spending one’s last dollar In j

amusement Is rampant everywhere, -j 
nor doee-lt seem at All likely that ww i 
sh^ll have any appreciable improve- j 

neither proa- J inent in things tot eome ttino-ilAwi j

and schools more than equal to 
our requirements, and some of ns 
aiming at a university; we talk i 
think much of education even, 
seem to lack ability to make the n 
of the means available, we eta 
sanitary questions and work in 
round-about start of way to imp# 
the health of our city. But it is a 
to conquer the enemies of math 
comfort, that oar own lives may 
bright and pleasant “Wee to th 
that are at ease In Zloni* the pro*
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