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N ewfoundland’
I sland of Iron.

The‘-Story of Bell Island, That
Picturesque “Rock” i
Conception Bay.

By J. R, SMALLWOOD, ‘Evening Telegram Staff.

PART ONE. The drive from the Front t9 the Back
“A little world by itself” was what |.of the Island will prove interesting.
I mentally characterized Bell Island, } The road is covered with cinders, on
‘when, last week, I landed on it/Tor]account of the soft nature of the sofl.
the first time and spent half a week | The cinders, becoming crushed, make
there for the purpose of gathering |good roading. Practically every road
material for:this article. The- very |on Bell Island is treated:in this way.
first impression received was the Almost across the Island is the
undreamed of extent of what the peo- | thriving township of Wabana, where
ple living thereon seem to love to call ; are situated the mines and companies’
“The Rock.” Having often viewed it| headquarters. Shops, stores, busi-
from the bottom of Conception Bay, | nesses, etc., and a moving picture
which was some distance away, the | house, public buildings, ete., are to be
Island appeared to be no more than a | found in proximity. The name “Wa-
mere rock in the water.  Yet it 18 six bana,” an Indian word meaning “The
miles long, by an average widith of] place where daylight first appears,”
two miles, giving a total superficial | was given the location in 1895 by
area of twelve square miles. ' The | Thomas Cantley, whose name ig
shores of the Island are for the most | closely identified with the iron mines
part very abrupt, pruenting mural ot'Bgll Island,
cliffs all round, except at two points One of the first things to 'perplex
on the Southern side of the ‘Island; the visitor is the way, ‘apparently, the
The Beach and Lance Cove. These  two companies are mixed.and overlap
cliffs range from 8 hundred to three | each other. There are the Dominion
hundred feet in height, and the high- | Iron and Steel Co., and the Nova Sco-
est elevation of the Island, inland, is | tia.Iron and Steel Co. - It is days be-
495 feet. The comtour of.the surface ;Tore you can succeed in knowing, the
is compg,ritively_ level, or rolling. different claims. When you _ think
On the Front, or: that side facing-the | that you are on the Dominion claim
shore of the Bayi'is ‘found the  agri-| you may.really be an. the “Scotia.”
grian-like portion, ‘while the Bank, or | This difficulty does not present itself
thet portion facing roughly éut ‘the!td the'residents of the Island, and
Bay, is the industrial or mining sec- | gradually bécomes less and less dif-
tion. Intérveming are marshes and|fleult even to the casual visitor.
growths of young fir. Of the geological nature of Bell
There is a small landing wharf on | Island, and the section of Coneception
the Beach, facing Partugal Cove, and, | Bay in'which it is found, T will say
baek a little, a “slip.” The land rises ! but little—~first because the reader
at . a grade somewhat approaching| would not be interested in reading it,
that of Springdale Street, and two|and second because I knov little
sets of rails, side by side, have been | about-it. A Bell Island, with Little Bell
placed thereon. The pr<sengers from | Island and Kelly's Island, are the re-
thie ferry-boat just step in from the maining portions above water of a
wharf to the. bottom  of the steep great trough of Cambrian rocks,
grade and enter the car, This re-|which extended from shore to shore,
sembles an enclosed railway freight filling the area now occupied by the
of box car, with a narrow compart-: watérs of the Bay. Although the
mgnt at either end for-the ladies. On { mines which are to-day being worked
the ceiling there is a ra.ﬂ runnlng‘ existed there for thousands of years,
along for the passengers: to hold onto . their. presenée—or - perhaps I should
while’ the car is mounting- the slip.|=ay that their extent—was not popu-
As ftegoes up the second car comes  larly known, although Anspach, in
down, both meeting about haltww-lhh history, published away- back in

e fareg on the-slip are five'and ten | 1819, mentions the fact of “an iren | red.
cents and the novelty of the thlnl mine occurring at Back Cove, Boll ;face and hands, everything are red
makes it worth the fare, At the top | Island.” It was kmown around the. 'and practically everything on the

of the grade, back a little, there is a| Bay, however, that the rocks lying
".htion," where everybody disem- about the surface of Bell Island were
barks, the line extending no further extraordinarily heavy, and schooners
inland. However, you are spared the used to come to it for ballast. Anchors
wglk across the Island by the pre-:were frequently made by enclosing
sepce of a number of carriages which the heavy “red rock” in_frames of
hgve been waiting - there since the 'young fir trees, such as are often
t.pry puf out from Portugal Cove. found in various plices over the coun-

' the ground for, about four thousand

the property the Company paid $120,-
.000. Four years  later .the Scotia .

| Company sold out part of their claim

to a (then) recently-formed company,

then both companies have been . vig-
orously progsguting the work of min-
ing, and in twenty years, between
them, they have exported about 18-
000,000 tons—of which 13,000,000 of
an average of six huncred thousand
tons a year,—came. from the Domin-
ion, and about six millions from the
Scotia. For the first five years all
'mining was surface work, but for the
last fifteen years it has been under-
ground work, and seven slopes have
been opened. Although such an
enormous quantity of ore has been
glready exported from the Island, the
vast deposits there have been barely
touched, for,
said, the ore bands. both on Bell Ig-
land and under water, contain  the
stupendous total of 3,635,543,360 toms.
There is ore enough there to supply

_}simply a tunnel. It is square, or al-

mining for generation after genera-
tion, “now and foreverfore.” The iron
is red hematite, is of & very excellent
quality, almost free from rock and very
essily mined. It is claimed to be the
best ore bed in North America. The
ore is all in one great, wide bed,
about ten to twelve feet in thickness,
and beginning at about the centre of
the Island and running out upder the
water, roughly toward Hr. Grace and
Carbonear. The mines, of which the
Dominion has six and the Scotia one
—one that runs out under the water
for three miles—are all on that one
wide bed, and-lie parallel
other, running out under the sea.
The Dominion mines range from East
to West, and the Scotin is situated
between them.

the Dominion, for-$1,000,000. Sinee -

as Professor Howlaw .}

to each

As one mine is identical to another, |

and the system of mining is the same
in all of them, I will tell aboyt Slope
No. 2, D.IS. Co., down into which I
went on Monday morning, of this
week. Mr. J. MacNell, the Assistant
‘Manager, acoompanied me and was
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° Our Store is Full of the*Nﬁcm'aSFalNG MODELS in Foot.
" wear for Men, Women,: Bays, Mlsses and Children.

WOMEN'S
BLACK KID HIGH LACED,

Spopl and Cuban Heels, at
$7.00, $8.00, $9.00, $10.00 to

, MAHOGANY TAN BLUCHER,
Round toe, full fitting, at
$8.50, $9.00, $11.00, $12.00 to $13.50
MEN’S MAHOGANY BUTTONED,

.. $6.00, $7.00, $8.50, $9.50 to $11.00.
MEN’S CALF BLUCHER LACED,

“§5.20, ssoo $9.00,
$10.00 to $13.00.

MEN'S MAHOGANY

TAN CALF LACED,
Brogue Perforations,

at $20.00.

INFANTS’ BOOTS

kind enough to stay below with me .

for the whole morning, explaining
everything in detail. To him I am
indebted for this article, as without
his ready information it could not
have been cttempted. |

It would be the height of _fooligh-,
ness to go down the mines without
first donning suitable clothes, so I
rigged myself out in overalls, overall- '
coat, long gum boots and the regue
lar miners’ carbide lamp. Below |
everything is red, and when you
touch against anything that portion |
of you is certain to be colored by the !
dust of the hematite. A fact which'
will illustrate this is that the Jomg
rubbers which I wore, a perféctly
new pair, were quite red when I
came up out of the mine, and al-
though I was out several times while
it wad raining heavily, the color did
not wash off, becoming, rather, even
redder and more brilliant. Every-
thing in connection with the mines is
The miners’ clothing, boots,

Back of the Island is also red. It is
the prevailing color.

8o, our clothes on, and our carbide
lamps lighted, we set out down the
mine. Slope No. 2, which we enter-
ed, is the property of the D.IS. Co.
It is 5,200 -feet long—nearly one mile.
That would-be as long as about from
tion. A slope, I should explain;  is
most s0, being ten feet high—the
thlckneu of the orebed—and eighteen |’

feet wide. This slope, opening into

feet back from the water, on the
Back, runs out toward Hr. Grace, go-
ing under the water, at a grade of 15
degrees or a drop of fifteen fget in
every hundred feet, or a total drop, in
the fifty-two hundred feet, of about

ug—well. it reminded me of  walking
up Blackhead Road. This llopo is
perfectly straight. Two sets of rails

the Telegram Office up past the Sta-|

350 feet. You do mot notice this|
| grade much going down—but coming |
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Lace and Button style; in shades of Tan, Black
a d White; Patent and Cham
Red Top Patent and White
Top; High and Low Cut.

From $2.00 to $3.20.

MEN’S BLACK VICI BLUCHER,

MEN’S

$9.00.

at

agne Top, Patent and
op, Patent and Brown

.

$15.00.

WOMEN’S ALL GREY KID
LACED, Spool Heels, only $7.0",

+ WOMEN'S PATENT LACED GREY TOP,

Spool Heel,
WOMEN’S BLACK KID

Spool Heel,

WOMEN’S PAT. VAMP

only $6.

GIRLS’ BOOTS.

Lace and Button Style.
Black High Cut Laced
from $4.75 to $5.30
Tan High Cut Laced
from $5.00 to $6.70

Black High Cut Button ’

from $4.75 to $5.30 s;i :

$6.50,
LACED GREY TOP,
$6.50.

KID TOP BUTTON,
00.

S

Isc\"r’ﬂ .

(According to size.) i

BOYS” BLU. LACED BOOTS

in Viei, Box

Calf and Gun Metal;

Black and Tan.

-y Prices from $3.90 to $7.65.

INFANTS’ PATENT BUTTON,
Brown Vamp and Soft Soles,

at 75¢.
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PARKER & MONROE, THE SHOE MEX

aceidénts. If, by any chance, the
cable should break or something else
happen whilé the seven carfuls’ of ore
are going up the slope, the cars would
not dash down the track, in spite of
the 15-degree pitch. On the-last car
there is a heavy bar of iron always
dangling behind.. The bottom end of
it is pointed, and the instant the cars
would start backward the bar would
stick into :the  ground (because it
reaches down to it) and overturn the
s,
(Continued next issue.)

HOW YOU CAN TELL
GENUINE ASPIRIN

Only Tablets. with '.'Blyer Cross”
are Aspirin—No others!

The Founder of
German Aggression,

a———

Helmuth Karl Bernhard von Moltke,
who died on April 24, 1891, was one
of the three men—the others being
Bismarck, the statesman, and Roon,
the organiser—to whom the German
Empire owed its late. predominance.
Born in Mecklenburg on October 26,
1800, Moltke wacquired in boyhood,
during the Napoleonic wars, a lasting
hatred of France; but he was far ad-
anced in years before circumstances
enabled him to gratify it. At first, in-
deed, nothing seemed less likely, as
he began his career in the Danish
army, but seeing small prospect of ad-~
vancement, he exchanged {into the
Prusgian service in 1822, Thirteery
years later he travelled in Asia, and

acted temporarily as confidential ad-|

viser to the Turkish commander-in-
chief; but, with this.exception, practi=
cally all his sctive life was spent on
the Prussian General Staff, In 1866
the Austro-Prussian war. gave him his
change, and ‘the victory of Konig-gratz
(Sadpwa) established his fame as a
strategist. Then, in 1870, came the
| French war, and the suffender

From All Quarters.

The blanket was first made and
used by Thomas Blanket, a poor
Flemish merchant, in 1340.

In a ton of water from the Atlantic
there are 31lb. of salt as against
1871b. in the same quantity from the
Dead Sea.

The largest stage im the world is
that of the Grand Opera House in
Paris. It is 100ft. wide, nearly 200ft.
in depth, and 80ft. high.

The average battleship requires a
crew of lorty officers and 800 men, !
whose salaries, ftogether with coal
and provisions . for one year, cost
£108,000,

The Jewish population of the worll

M at  15,430,000. Poland
Mhp Ukraine each have 3,300,000,
while there are 8,100,000 in the United

‘Statgs, 900,000 in Russie, and 300,000
in the British Isles.

{ rupees.

A-pu the uclent _trade secrets
which the world pmbably never will i
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The position of Vicercy
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Fads and Fas};ms.

Aannel

2 e

20,900

Very smart is a black coat

piped with white flannel and Wor?
with a plaid skirt.

One of the prettiest
droops at the side and

new
turned

is

straight off the face in front and W ‘

at the back—a bicorne effect.
—
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