
•elutions which effected the salariée of Coon, 
ty Court judges. Owing to'the cost of "-- 
rag being greater now than formerly, the 
vemraent felt that it was only right to 
these increases, and for his Hart h 
see why an inequalit 
the salarie* received 
the puisne judges of — —

iîÆiSriJ sJfssM
the introduction of the National Ftücy 
i% was only just to make up the consequent
lw!SîheJu!tee- .h« iwtofod ,
regard to the other rosreaee the hon. gectl? 
N^aêdtri18 pro,P*ati>'* W Jwice of 

The resolutions were passed thrnnuh -
fot^da1aWi *m ***** **

PETROLEUM INSPECTION ACT.

*•£
spection Agt, 1830. He explained thit after 
making due enquiry and research, the Got. 
ernment had arrired at the conclusion to
pnWic asfofay. S^sfcîhtosî^teSd^r’hf 
same position.. Zfe excess of paraffin in the 
oil operated very mjnnousfoaa at n pertain 

of temperature it STystsiliasd, prt- 
o, and generated asplosions. The 

-mrot began to regdate this trade in 
and last year the fair teat waa placed

,ira,eta
test at 115 on ‘

oi pi ta ted, and *gei
1868, and Urtt££
on Canadian eu at 116 ___
ISO, and the gravity test « 8. 

et the dashproposed to pet the i 
Canadian and ir*" 
objection, if the------- ! “ ™* utsuvu it, to place
the gravity test at 6.03. In the States oil

oils, and had 
desired

it
place

was allowed
was

to be exported 
fo both the

----- ———-—-, -— the gravity test
wss there hxed st 8.02. They also proposed 
to introduce an amendment to prevent 
smuggling, «acting that packages frtm 
which th<y»arks, etc... were not obliterated 
would be Seized and forfeited to the Crown, 
the 81 for each offence.

Mr. COLBY Observed that it was obvions 
that the paramount Object of this legislation 
should he to secure the safety of the neonle. 
It had been originated owing to the 
number of incidents which had occurred, and 
in preventingtth*se explosions the legislation 
lad been em&eptiv successful. The Offset Of" 
toe high fire and gravity foets—while these 
insured safety—was to enhance the cost of 
oil, and the point to determine was-what was 
the lowest safety point, and no laboratory 
tost could sstirfaetorily settle this matter. 
He tavourad a relaxation of the gravity test.

that of the fire foist H 
lent now to relax the test

not

It ought fas in. 
proposi tens ware 

mast wait

cheaper and to sell at a___ _ „

Was to be pat in the market * 
The bill was read a second time.

f llH

the .PAmromF&Arp.
Os the order for rsaimnng the titinnmft

debate on the proposed motion of Mr. Image. 
vin, that the House ge into Committee eftiu. 
Whole to oooaider certain resolutions racist 
ing telegraphic commuai cations between tha 
Pacific coast of the Dominion and Asia.

Mr. LANGÈVÎN said having considered 
the circnmatsapas the Government had «rené 
to the conclusion to ask the House to pare 
the resolution!, bet in so doing to strike oottoa 
clause giving tit* ‘ jto| ' “ ^rerê| “r the igiving the tek^aph company i 
elusive privilege, sod to add to the résolu, 
tion a provision giving the company a yea* 
in which to commence operations,

Mr. BLAKE believed/that the 
would receive the announcement mads L, , 
Minister of Public Works with a foaling of 
gratification. (Hear, hear.) He wished to 
know why action was pot taken under the 
General Act.

Mr. LANGEVDf said that the Govtth, 
ment were of opinion that this was the prb. 
per course to pursue trader the circumstances.Mr. CAMERON (Victoria) “------
elimination of the monopoly <___ _____
the objection which the otter day he 
to there resolutions. He was'qaite i 
the feeling of the House was that no firmer, 
etttial advantage should be given to anyone— 
(hear, hear)—and as Mr. Flereiig hsddc. 
voted great attention to this subject, he had 
no objection to the passage of the tnrnntirn 
under altered circumstances.

The < ■■ 
a bill w

PKimTEBHJA,
Mr. MCCARTHY moved the House 

committee on thc*bill to remove doubts as to- 
thu true construction of section 12«f «té 
Northern Railway Company Aet, 1877. "

Mr. BUNTING moved in amendment tin* 
the bill be committed this day mx mbaths.

The amendment waskst:—Yeas, 41 ; toys 
72.

The bill passed through committee,feud 
-was read a third time.

pany of Canada.—Mr.W 
To amend the Act iney •Berating the Mont* 

real, Portland, and BostonRailway Company, 
—Mr. brooks. ,, *

Respecting “ La Banque Ville Marie”—Mr, 
Desjardins.

Te incorporate the “Aesdia Steamship
Company ”—Mr. Longiey.

The bill to incorporate the British and 
Colonial Insurance Company (Mr. Beaty) wad 
read a second time.

THE MERGES REFORMATORY,
Mr. MCDONALD (Picten, N.S.) moved (fan 

second reading of the bill with retenma• to 
the Andrew Mercer Reformatory ter Females 
and thé Central Prison. Carried.

NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS.
Mr. MCDONALD (Piotoe) moved the 

second reading of the bill respecting the 
naturalization of aliens..
Acts respecting naturalization three years’ 
residence in this country and the obeenmeoe 
of the proper forms conferred the rights.of 
British subjects in Canada on aliens are 
themselves of the law. The privileges 
conferred os aliens were, however, reel
to Canada alone, and did not confer the i___
rights as if the parties were naturalised nudes 
the Imperial Acts. The empire bad entered 
into conventions by treaty with vai ' 
nations with a view 
the conferring of tbs rights of

coming from sash foreign. 
» principal object of this bill
„G reftnys-fc.

■P and the 
was to put the law ! 
footing se with the. ..
authorities, who h* had reason to believe on 
the presage of this la* would talcs such mta- 

i necessary, to confer i 
ties becoming naturalized in < 
the:

to 8.08, and possibly 
creased to 8.07. but thee.
«Wtirely experimeutal,>nd they mu
until the question was practically ___ __
"“for the new oeadftieoa fay use of the oik to 
the homes of the people, fle beheved that 
the premia? idea that this legislation had ad. 
vanced the price of oil wee erroneous, and 
pointed out that ft waa generally forgotten 
that the measures had been increased one- 
fifth in capacity when making comparison».' 
The cost of ml in Pprtiwd wre 13 sente, and 
adding freight and return charges, American 
oil would rest laid down in Sherbrooke, 918-10 
cent» per gallon. The price was the samara 
Cleveland, and while there prices should have 
determined the pnoe of Canadian oil, possibly 
somewhat higher figures had been given 
were justified under the circumstances: 
The figure 8.05 waa within the safety 
line, and If experience proved that they 
could go furtiwr he would be glad to 
see the test reduced next session to 8.07. ' 
and still farther if possible. Ha waa con
vinced that We musthàveagravite test, and 
the problem as to its degree should be solved, 
not by discuter tests in tfce Ubratory, but

Mr. ORTON congratulated the Grovern- 

1---- - tttotottie:

1

to the country in view of the ex
pected large emigration, particularly from 
Germany. The foR waa very much on the 
model of the Imperial Act The first part 
bad reference to the status of aliens before 
totaralraattm, and permitted them to hold 
til kinds of real and personal property with the exception of Britishstop^n^^ThJ same 
clause indicated that aliens were not qualified 
to exercise the municipal or parliamentary 
franchise, or to hold municipal or parlia
mentary offices. Another clause dealt with 
the expatriation of British subjects, and pro
vided^ that where a British subject had be
came naturalised by a foreign State he could 
he restored to the rights of a subject. Sec- 
tion 17 provided that until agreed upon by 
convention between Great Britain and the 
particular - State to which the particular par
ties belonged, naturalization in this country 
did not obliterate the natural allegiance of 
a naturalized subject to the country of his 
birth

Mr. BLAKE said that the bill had only 
been to-day distributed, and he was not 
ashamed to say that he had not read it. They 
had arrived, not at the slaughter of the inno
centa, but at the birth of Government mea
sures out of due time, and legislation was 
forced under these circumstance, and it was 
preposterous to expect criticism of the MIL 
Nevertheless some of its provisions as ex
plained were of highhnportance-, but lie would 
not attempt to comment on them with 
the information allotted to him as a viiember of 
the House, or to familiarize himself with 
them. He was struck, however, with one 
statement The hon. gentleman proposed to 
enact. in this Parliament—and he called 
the special attention to this matter of the 
members from Quebec, who appeared to be 
particularly jealous of provincial rights—who 
should be capable of holding real property in 
the various provinces, and this was an 
•negation of power entirely beyond 
their province. They might naturalize 
aliens, and give them the rights of British 
subjects, but they had in no way jurisdiction 
over questions of property and civil rights.

Mr. McDONALD (Pictbu) said he was 
much surprised at the legal objection of the 
leader of. the Opposition, though he did not 
think there was much in the other objection, 
as the bill waa distributed a day or two ago, 
while it was printed over a month since 

I in - the Senate sad sent to each
member of the House. He regretted that 
the delay in the Senate renderedit impossible 

consider the Mil earlier, but it was a mat- 
of too great importance to leave over if it 

amended itself to the approval of the
ter of too 
comma 
House.

The bill was read a second time.
THE MANITOBA BOUNDARIES.

■ Mr. McDONALD (Pictoe) moved the first 
reading of the bill respecting the boundaries 
•f Manitoba, from the Senate.

TOBACCO culture:
Sir LEONARD TILLEY footed the House 

into Committee of Supply.
Mr. BOURASSA moved in amendment 

that this House is of ' opinion that the culture 
of tobacco should be encouraged by the aboli- 
tian of the excise duties upon the plant grown 
in this country-

Mr. LANGE VIN replied that the hon. 
gentleman would net succeed in his object, 
which was to bring influence to bear on the 
next general elections, as the people would 
understand it was necessary to have a 
revenue to meet the public expenses and pro
vide for the public works required in differ- 
dht parts of the country. (Applause.) Be
sides the hon. gentleman forgot to tell the 
electors that if there was an excise duty on 
home-grown tobacco a much heavier duty 
wus imposed on the imported ar
ticle. (Applause.) The policy which 
bad been adopted by the Government 
in this particular related to the policy which 
encouraged the manufacturing industries of 
this country. In the same way that the 
cotton mid sugar industries were fostered the 
cultivation of tobacco was promoted in Ca
nada by a light Excise dnty compared with 
the Customs’ dnty ; and since the adoption- 
of this policy the cultivation of- tobacco in 
Canada had largely increased. (Applause.) 
If our farmers raised this article for 
their own use they had no duty to pay, 
but if they sold it then only wre, a ^^d^ purpore, of *

by the House, as
miry of a very oooaaerable sum. !!, however,

under other circumstances, end notre» mo
tion Of want of confidence. (Applause.)

A division was asked for, and the amend
ment waa lost :—Yeas, 11 ; nays, 131.

IN SUPPLY.
The House went into Committee of Supply.
On the item, $220,000 for Indian annmtiés,
In reply to Mr. Mi)1»,
Sir JOHN MACDONALD said it wre a 

treaty obligation that the Government should 
furnish certain of the Indiana with agricul
tural implements sad cattle. The experi
ment of emplojjing the form instructors had 
been so far re successful re could be expected, 
for the Indians had betaken themselves 
to agriculture with promising results. 
Unfortunately the crop last reason was 
killed by summer frosts, but preparations had 
been made fora good crop next year. An 
endeavour was betog made to get toe Indians 
to take off their eoata and work like white 
men, and considerable progress had been 
made in that direction. The Government 
was also endeavouring to avoid the large and 
expensive assemblies of Indians which were 
to occur when they were being paid, and 
which were always accompanied by carnivals. 
This was being effected by paying the 
Indians, not in large bodies, but upon their 
own reserves. The Indians, he was satisfied, 
were being trained to recognize the fact that 
in future they must took to the soil, and not 
to the produce of the chase, for their support. 
(Hear, hear.) The Government was en- 
dsavouring through their officers to impress 
this upon their mind, and bad so far met

r for the

M AO©ONALD—In the Wood

and in making cuttings 
Canada Pacific railway.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT—Where 
is Sitting Bull now ?

Sir JOHN 
Mountains.

The item was carried.
The committee roes a-’d reported.
The House adjourned at 1.46 a.m.

THE BY-ELECTIONS.

KomtaeUons on Saturday For Bellechawe 
and Charlevoix.

Sr. Michsl Beu.echaz.se, March 12.—Mr. 
Amyot (Conservative), and Mr. Bilodeau 
(Liberal) were nominated for BeHechasse to-

T. Pace's Bat, Que., Match 12.—Messrs. 
Cunon and Perrault were nominated for 
Cljarlevoix county. The. meeting has been 
quiet ; there were no speeches.

A DISGRACEFUL scene.

Chicago, ^farch 9.—The funeral of a victim 
of small pox took place yesterday it the gate 
of the cemetery. Only three pall-bearers 
carried the coffin. They requested a fourth 
to assist, but he refused, The corpse was 
thrown into the centre of a rubbish pile, and 
the pall-bearers commenced a fight, which was 
finally participated in by all present, picks 
and shovels beinz used. A number of the 
mourners were badly injured. Meanwhile 
the coffin was lying face downward, and when 
some female relatives endeavoured to torn it 
they wrenched off the lid and the corpse 
rolled down an incline towards the road, the 
wonfon shrieking, and the men yelling. The 
crowd, fearing the loathsome disease, com
menced a stampede. A health officer after
wards went to the scene.--------- re---------

When a person Is Weak and faint, or 
fatigued and exhausted, there is nothing so 
refreshing and reviving as a little of >7cn-
jfotteh^’T^dyd”batedt<UbJCd

THE HD
jT MAIL, TORONTO,

Official Correspondence on the 
Subject.

RETOBT OF THE FISHERIES COMMISSIONER.
The Protester's Ststeaeits Exhaustively 

Dealt With aad Disproved.

Memorandum for the Right Hon, Sir John
Macdonald, by Mr. W. F. WhUcher, Com-
mimioner Of Fisheries.

Ottawa, 23rd Dec., 1880.
Professor H. G. Hind, of Windsor, Nova 

Scotia, addresses to his Excellency the Gover
nor-General a pamphlet entitled “ Falsified 
Departmental Reports,” impugning the ac
curacy of official statements regarding the 
produce of Canadian fisheries and the fish 
trade between Canada and the United States, 
connected with the proceedings at Halifax in 
1877 under the Washington Treaty; also im
puting deliberate falsification mid fraudulent 
design “during a series of rears” to the 
Fisheries Department and the Department of 
Customs in the “concurrent” preparation and 
subsequent use of such documents.

The Premier desires me to remark briefly 
on the charges preferred fay Mr.' Hind.

These charges, stripped of much verbiage, 
apply mainly to tables of exports and im
ports, founded upon the trade and navigation 
returns, regularly Ibid before Parliament, ad
duced at Halifax, and attesté^ by a com
petent official of the Customs Department, 
who appeared as a witness before the Commis
sion and submitted to cross-examination,

I oull en passant a few examples of the ex
traordinary and wholly unjustifiable language 
applied to the same. Mr. Hind styles them 
“ Forged statistics ’’—records of the different 
provinces “ falsified at Ottawa for specific 
purposes from time to time and from year to 
year,” “Foul play,” “ Midnight work” done 
by “ conspirators,” “State forgeries,” “Re
cords of deliberate official dishonour and 
crime," “ These forced-trade tables, ” “Crim
inating documents,” “False evidence," “Suc
cessful crime, ” “ Villainy,” “Frauds,” “Nu
merous frauds,” “ Brazen-faced fraud,” “Fal
sified provincial records of government,” 
“ Infamy which surrounds part of the work 
of the Halifax Commission. ”

Technical errors»nd anomalies ascribed to 
these trade returns I am not accountable for, 
and do not now discuss, that duty being more 
appropriate to the Customs officials. That 
imperfections and complications in certain 
particulars may eiist consistently with gen
eral accuracy and truthfulness is well under
stood. There is, however, no reason to doubt 
the substantial correctness <A the Canadian 
trade reports.

The faults specified by Mr. Hind are alleged 
to occur among items embraced in the exports 
and imports between the United States and 
parts of Canada not affected by the Washing
ton Treaty, as well as in these products more 
especially derived from the sea fisheries of the 
Maritime Provinces of the Dominion which 
form the subject of treaty arrangements. It 
is to the specific accusation that certain ma
terials of evidence supplied by the Customs 
Department to support the British case at 
the Halifax Commission are false and fraudu
lent that reference is now made.

Thie charge is stated at p. 43 of Mr. Hind’s 
pamphlet as follows :—

“ This much we certainly know, that the 
trade and navigation returns of the different 
provinces of the Dominion have been greatly 
tampered with at Ottawa year after year, and 
forged items introduced for a specific and un
lawful purpose.”

In a letter to his Excellency M. Delfoese, 
printed atp. 66 of the pamphlet, Mr. Hind 
says “ The Canadian export and impôt» 
trade returns covering twenty-six years, and 
presented to you in evidence, are in the main 
forgeries.v

Mr. Hind’s manuscript letter to the Gov
ernor-General’s secretary, date) 11th inst.,
2*2. £“ ÆïSsstïS?
which he characterizes « the “erh^nating 
document” embodying proofs of his indict
ment for “ the villainy this document dis
closes.” He says:—

“It is the key to the use of the fraudaient 
Dominion trade and navigation returns for 
four years, and the nse of the falsified pro-* 
vincial records of Government. It shows be
yond all doubt and cavil the intention to 
cheat and swindle. ”

The paper referred to is a blank appendix 
forming no part of the ease, bat prepared by 
Mr. Mutll, and printed for private discussion 
in formulating that portion of the British 
claim which relates to the remission of Cus
toms duties. Mr. Hind insists that it em
bodies identical arguments advanced by coun
sel, and contains a recapitulation of “false 
fish trade tables” upon which “it is based.”

The purport of this memorandum was to 
establish the extent of the fish trade between 
Canada and the United Sfates, and the effect 
of Customs tax on the same ; the principal 
statements used being derived from United 
States authorities verified by comparison with 
Canadian returns. It is so stated in the sum
maries and tabulations compriaedJu the mem
orandum. A similar blank appendix was 
printed, also for private use, on an offer made 
at the Joint High Commission in 1871 to ad
mit coal, lumtfer, and salt free of duty. Most 
of the tables in that also were collated with 
or compiled from United States returns.

The offset by the United States Govern
ment for remitted duties, claimed to be about 
$400,000 yearly, was necessarily proved by 
detailed evidence of the quantities of duti
able fish imported into the United States 
from Canada under the Washington Treaty. 
This proof was arranged for the American 
Government by official experts, and was 
sworn to by consular affidavit, the com
piler having been unable to leave Beaton. 
It was admitted by the British side 
without insisting on cross-examination, be
cause it was found to be corroborated in the 
niain by Canadian records, except m so far as 
it related to exports from the United States 
to Canada, in which particular material dis
crepancies appeared. The subject is thus re
ferred to in the argument of Canadian counsel 
2? E- *35 of the record of proceedings of the 
Halifax Fisheries Commission :—

“ It may be remarked, before leaving this 
part of the subject, that although the statistics 
put in by the Government of the United 
States, as to the total imports into the United 
States from Canada, approximate very closely 
to those put in by Her Majesty's Government in 
respect oj the exports from Canada to the 
Vnited States ; there is an important dis- 
crapaney between the exports from the 
United States to Canada, as put in evidence 
in table xiv. of appdpdix 0, and the imports 
into Canada .from the United States as put in 
evidence by Her Majesty's Government.”

This has already been referred to during 
the course of the evidence, but the attention 
of the Commissioners is now again directed to 
the explicit admissions of l3r. Young, the 
Chief of the Bureau of Statistics at Washing
ton, in his reports of 1874, 1875, and 1876. 
With regard to this subject, for example, 
he says, at page 15 of his report for 1876 :—

“ During the year ended June 30, 1876, 
the total value of domestic merchandise and 
produce exported to Canada, and which was 
omitted in the returns of the- United States’ 
Custom officers on the Canadian border, as 
appears from the official statements famished 
by the Commissioner of Customs of the Do
minion, amounted to 10,507(563 dollars, as 
against 15,596,53* dollars in the preceding 
year, and 11,424,566 dollars in 1*4.”

The statistics of fish trade adduced in evi
dence on behalf of the United States were 
compiled by the Hon. H. A. Hill, formerly 
secretary of the Boston Board of Trade and 
the Natiorial Board of Trade of the United 
States. Mr. Hill's statements consisted of 
sevehtccn different tables of impdfta and ex
ports of fish and fish products between the 
United States and the British Provinces, ex
tending from the year 1845 to 1877, showing 
also the amount of UuStdms charges collected 
and remitted during the duty and free
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e“ct of duties remitted under the Treaty
of Washington is computed by him at an an
nual average of $340,000. Mr. Hill explains 
the cause of certain differences between the 
united States and Canadian trade returns as 
follows :—- . ’ ’ ’* ,r ?

“It will be noticed that in the correspond
ing years the values returned in the Canadian 
foibles of fish exported to the United States 
are not the equivalent to three given in the 
American tables of fish imported from Can
ada, as it might seem that they should be. 
Tdiis, however, is in concordance with what 
is usually observable in comparing the trade 
reports of any two countries with each other. 
The export returns of the one always varv 
from the import returns of the other, and 
usually the value of the former appears as 
less than that of the latter. The reason for 
this is that the returns of exports are usually 
made up from ships’ manifests and similar 
documents, z often nastily and imperfectly 
made up ; but oh the armai of a cargo at its 
destination, when it becomes an import, and 
perhiHis liable to duty, it is carefully and 
specifically reported upon, Custom house en! 
tries with complete invoice being attached. 
The returns of the authorities in the importing 
country are generally accepted, therefore, as 
showing the time course of trade.”

». * . .• » * »
“ These returns will be found to vary from 

the corresponding returns of Canadian im
ports very much more than the American re
turns of imports vary from the Canadian re
turns of exports, to which reference lias 
already been made, and for the additional 
reason that a very large part of the fish sent 
from the United States into Canada goes by 
rail, and is not reported at all at any Ameri
can Custom house, while it is, of course, en
tered at a Canadian Custom house as soon as 
it has crossed the frontier.”

Whatever discrepancies existed were there
fore mutually explainable, and the very act of 
reconciling them precluded the possibility of 
intentional misrepresentation on either side. 
The United States returns having been freely 
used in compiling the Canadian statements, 
there was no difficulty in understanding the 
ajpjTorant contradictions adverted to by Mr.

After making the ridiculously untrue 
charge that “ The Canadian export and im
port trade returns covering 26 years pre
sented in. evidence are, in the main, forgeries” 
—being so falsified for the express object of 
proving that the balance of advantages 
arising from reciprocal free trade in fish is in 
favour of the United States—Mr. Hind as- 
serta that :—“ Any man of unbiassed mind 
who chorees to form a comparison between 
the forged trade returns and tile true trade 
returns for 26 years must arrive at the 
opinion that they lead to opposite conclu
sions. ” What ia meant by so-called “ True 
Trade Tables” as contradistinguished from 
the regular commerce and navigation returns 
of the (Jmted States and Canada, which were 
used at trfie commission, is a mystery. These 
are the only authentic documents extant. 
There was no question about the volume of 
reciprocal trade i.i fish, but the incidence of 
taxation was disputed on both sides. The 
British argument on this point was supported 
by living testimony elicited from American 
and British witnesses, irrespective of theo
retical views or statistics of trade. Even if 
so disposed it is obvious, therefore, that no 
purpose could be served by either decreasing 
or increasing the quantities and values of fish 
exported and imported during any part of the 
dutiable or free periods.

There are only two methods by which the 
real state of fish trade relations between - the 
United States and Canada could have been 
altered for sinister purposes. The first is bv 
decreasing the quantity of dutiable fish ex
ported from Canada, so as at once to dimmish 
the. value of the American market to Cana
dian dealers and fishermen, and to reduce 
the amount of Customs duties accruing there
on, the remission of which (tight be applica
ble as compensation in part for privileges 
conceded by the treaty. The second is by 
increasing thequautity of fish subject to duty 
imported from the United States into 
Canada, showing thereby the reciprocal ad
vantage of the Canadian ' market, and a pro
portionate sum of duties remitted by Canada 
in reduction ot the offset chargeable against 
her. As the United States import returns ' 
would correct the first, and their export 
returns would disprove the second, any de
ceptions of this nature were simply imprac
ticable.

The statistical tables forming the basis of 
argument on the chief commercial feature of 
the inquiry, having -been derived from ■ the 
trade records of both countries, rflay readily 
be examined in detail and proved bevond 
question. Their general effect being incom
patible with the alleged use for improper 
purposes should be a sufficient answer to the 
charge of tampering with them. This class 
of evidence, however, is intimately related to 
the Whole subject of the inquiry ; and having 
also an important bearing on the future dis
posal of the fisheries question, it is of the 
highest moment to maintain its complete 
reliability. If innocent mistakes exist which 
Mr. Hind has been enabled to torture into 
any semblance of wilful perversion, these 
might be now carefully ascertained and ac
knowledged.

The simple facts above mentioned appear, 
in my humble judgment, to completely refute 
the calumnious charges which Mr. Hind has 
taken infinite pains to concoct, and most un
scrupulously iterates and reiterates in such 
various forms aud opprobrious terms.

Under a sub-heading of “ Mr. Whitcher’s 
Fishery Statistics ” Mr. Hind reverts to the 
topic of his previous correspondence about an 
alleged “falsified table of fish statistics,” 
which he also describes as “a gross forgery ” 
—the “handiwork of Commissioner Whiteber 
and his confrères ”—employed at Halifax, “ to 
win money from the Americans," and subse
quently embodied in the annual report of the 
Fisheries Department for 1877 laid before 
Parliament. The precise alfogsÉion consists 
of omitting “ s million pounds of haddock ” 
from the catchef 7870; “ 100.000 barrels of 
mackesei " from the catch of 1871 ; aud add
ing “100,000 barrels of herrings” to the 
catch of 1874. Mmor “ falsifications ’are 
mentioned generally. The whole are, how
ever, said to be alterations in “quantities, 
prices, and denominations ” correctly given 
m the original fishery1 reports, from which, 
he says, they arc “falsely alleged to bo 
taken.” At p. 56 Mr. Hind considers those 
“fraudulent fish statistics” of trifling im
portance as compared with the “ Forged 
Trade Tables, ” which I have above shown to 
differ but immaterially from United States 
records ; referring to the latter as “of ten
fold more important bearing than the false 
figures representing the Canadian fish catch 
which appeared in the British case.”

In his letter to the Governor-General 
Mr. Hind says “ It is altogether different 
from the fraudulent fish catch statistical 
table annexed to the case of her Majesty's 
Government, already before the public, ana is 
of a hundred fold greater importance and 
mischievous bearing/’ Between July and 
December it has increased from ten fold to a 
hundred fold. The major “frauds” having 
been so easily disposed of, the comparatively 
trivial charge might bo passed over without 

" " Hind hascomment ; but as Mr. i interwoven it—------- «w «am AAiim uiw uitctnuvcu

with all his arguments and conclusions, it » 
dealt with separately.

The case contended that the produce of 
Canadian fisheries had increased during seven 
yeart then passed, and the property to the 
concurrent use oPwhich Canada had admitted 
United States citizens waa improving in pro
ductive value ? also that the fisheries were 
now more profitable to Canadians than during

my ———y,,v uu „ vim, „.ix, wnere a at
tended with the Minister, the British agent, 
and counsel to discuss the case as drafted at 
Ottawa. Owing to the want of competent 
ae*istaiice„in my office the details were con
fused and defective, consequent in slight de
gree to eliminating from the returns certain 
products of fishings not subject to concurrent 
use, and of others unaffected by the treaty of 
Washington. The manuscript table was.some
what hurriedly forwarded to Mr. Ford, in 
London, to mert ljim on his retqrn fretp Can

ada, having been mailed to him 
It was printed in

«.1UU MJ jumeau, or to invanaate toe context, 
although they were unfavourable to Canada. 
Original returns were therefore used at the 
enquiry. Oral arid documentary testimony 
before the tribunal duly established the facte, 
and confirmed the deductions forming the 
final claim.

This is the» proper place to show the char
acter of the fishing statistics annually pub
lished by the Fisheries Department. The 
census returns of 1870 afforded the only au
thentic mean's of testing the reliability of de
partmental statements concerning our fishing 
industry. In the report of the Hon. P. 
Mitchell for the year 1872 the subject Was 
ndticed as follows :—

“ Reference was made in Skat year's report 
to difficulties and necesaqffitoincompleteness 
attending the compilation atudfolly of statis
tics connected with the fishing business of 
Canada. It was also explained that as the 
census returns taken in 1870, then in course 
of preparation, would embrace full details of 
maritime produce, no epécffiUfforte had been 
made through the fishery officers to procure 
complete local returns for official nse. The 
Minister of Agriculture has obligingly fur
nished this department with an accurate 
statement concerning the fishing industry of 
the four provinces of the Dominion, Ontario, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, and. Nova Scotia, 
in advance of its publication by his own de
partment. This statement has been most 
carefully prepared, and proves the more in
teresting from the fact that it confirms in a 
great measure the practical "facetlracy of in
formation on which the immense value of Can
adian fisheries has been generally estimated. 
In the annual reports of thie department I 
have preferred, for obvious reasons, rather to 
understate the money valuÿ"i)f 4lie fisheries 
of Çanada than to incur the slightest risk of 
exaggeration. Consequently on revising the 
subordinate statements embodied iff the an
nual repprts, and checking them by the actual 
enumeration made through the census staff, I 
am now enabled, in placing before the public 
a complete résumé of this important indus
try, to congratulate the country on its fish
ery products being actually greater than they 
were hitherto represented to be.* * ... .

“The actual value of the produce of the 
fisheries in 1870 for purposes of trade, as 
reckoned- in the revised table on a foregoing 
page, is $6,677,392, while the census returns 
state it at $7,223,494. This difference of 
$648,102 is caused chiefly by reckohiug the 
products of fishing in localities from which 
this department had in the same year re
ceived no detailed rqporte, and others in 
which the returns were tocompletc, or the 
prices applied were those received by the 
fishermen on, the spot, instead of the average 
value in the nearest home markets, also the 
fish of all kinds entering into local consump
tion hfd not been accounted. ”

During the preparation-of the ease. Dr. 
Taché, the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, 
whose conscientious ability as a statistician 
is well known, was requested to draw lip an 
independent report on tbo produce of tire 
fishery limits affected by the Treaty of Well
ington. This document is commended by 
the American agent at p. 224 of the Record of 
Proceedings, and that part of it which de
scribes the fisheries reports • as underesti
mating the catch is quoted in full by Judge 
Foster. Mr. Hind also himself adopts and 
commands Dr. Tachés statements. The fol
lowing extracts from Dr. Tachés paperSiervc 
to show the general accuracy of the fisheries 
returns np to that date (1876)

The following memorandum relates to the 
fisheries of the four Atlantic provinces of the 
Dominion of Canada, namely, Quebec, Nova 
Seotia, New Brunswick, and iTinhc Edward 
Island, and, at the saina^imc, gives an in
sight into the fish trade of the whole Con
federation. • It is a "Simple statistical r.rprjij, 
without comment, the standard basis of 
which is the result of tl* enquiry made oil 
the subject in uonuoetion with the last ccn»us
of 1871:—

The census mvostigatiôo of 1870-71 was 
made from place to place apd house to house, 
under authority of a special law and tile 
sanction of oaths, taken, .by the nu mérous 
officers of various graduel employed in its 
laboure. TII» teerUoltortdscbo" carefully por- 
forméd, laboriously aud irvereiy controlled 
ami revised, awl-may betoken; With confi
dence, as having reached-the degree of exact
ness attainable m such matters.

The present paper contains, in -addition to 
what is simply extracted from the census re
turns, condensed abstracts from the Customs’ 
and Fisheries reports, aud estimates deduced 
fromjibeec various sources, the census figures 
of 1870 serving as a common criterion. ,«« * X e .

It was intended to embrace in the follow
ing statements the last ten years elapsed be
tween 1866 and 1875. both inclnsix'e, but the 
absence of general returns of the catch for 
the years 1866, 1867, a*d 1868 from the 
fisheries’ reports, the presence of serious de
fects and intricacies cvnnectedvwith the trade 
returns of 1867, caused by the transfer, in 
the middle of the year, of the Provincial 
Customs to the Dominion Customs, and the 
want of a detailed nomenclature in the re
turns of foi-mer years, make it imperative to 
restrict the general statements to the last 
seven years and some others to the last three 
y eats only.

• * • * «
The figures of the fisheries’ reporte ace a 

very great deal short of the real quantities 
caught every year, as regards cod and her
ring, although coming* quite close to the 
catch of mackerel. The“reaaou is that it is 
specially from large commercial houses, 
which arc priucysMy exporters of fish, that 
the information is gathered by the fisheries’ 
officers : then it conies that mackerel, being 
princtpally obtained for exportation and held 
m hand by large dealers, is found almost ade
quately represented in these returns ; while a 
very large portion indeed of the enormous 
bulk of coil and herring consumed every year 
in the fresh state, salted or dried on the 
coast, fold finding its way to all other parts of 
the Dominion through the medium of small 
dealers and intermediaries, is left ont of the 
returns, the deficiency being the greatest 
where the catch for homo consumption is also 
the greatest, namely, for the Province of 
Quebec.

Nevertheless as these returns are collected 
under a system, incomplete but uninterrupt
edly carried into operation in the same man
ner, every year since 1869, they offer a cor
rect idea, not of the actual quantities, but of 
the comparative productiveness of each sea
son from year to year. The existence of com
plete étatises of the Mi catch of ene year, 
gathered through the regular process of scare- 
rally taken census (1870), renders these an
nual reports available for deductions, which 
being, furthermore, as a whole borne out by 
the trade reports, and such broad means of 
comparison as are furnished by the previous 
censuses, cannot fail to bring a very near ap
proximation to exactness.

Dr. Taché’» memorandum includes also 
condensed statements of exports and imports, 
and exhibits thorough acquaintance with de
tails of the Canadian trade returns which 
Mr. Hind has so grossly stigmatised. ■ A 
copy is annexed.

I venture to say that when the census of 
1881 is completed it will be seen that the 
data on which the extent and value of .Can
adian fisheries are so confidently maintained 
in my reports, from time to time, imperfect 
though they must necessarily be and subject 
to errors more or less serious, by reason of 
parsimonious and ^appreciative conditions 
existing even at the present time, which are 
as embarrassing to-myself as they are injur
ious to the public serviofa, but are altogether 
beyond my control; ere nevertheless well 
founded in broad foots, and have been uttered 
on my r»rt in perfect good faith.

Mr. Hind complains that his earlier repre
sentations were never examined into or al
lowed to receive authoritative attention. 
The contrary is the case. Ho began opera
tions in the summer of 1878 by charging 
Messrs. Ford aud Bergoe with deliberately 
falsifying official returns—-having “ inten
tionally falsified statistics”—and suppressing 
facts to the detriment of Canadian interests 
m the case. Both the British agent and his 
assistant, the-secretary to the Commission, 
H sighted and »ffe,ded him. a. indeed

3
they did some other Canadians who laboured 
earnestly along with them, and through 
whom the success which inured to their per- 
sonal and official benefit was achieved ; and 
Mr. Hind imagined no doubt that such a 
charge would not only render their names 
execrable throughout Canada, but would de
feat their expectations of profit and prefer
ment in England. The gravamen of his 
charge was that the mackerel catch of the 
crucial year 1871, which was correctly given 
in the fishery reports, had been “fraudn- 
loptly” altered by them in appendix A to 
represent a value of nearly two millions of 
dollars less than the real amount, with the 
view of influencing the Commission unfavour
ably towards Canada. Mr. Ford answered 
this accusation in the Foreign Office by re
ferring to the fact of these figures having 
been compiled by my assistante in the fish
eries office at Ottawa. See Sir J. Paun- 
cefote’s letter, dated 12th August, 1878, at 
p. 33 of Mr. Hind’s pamphlet. In the mean
while the same table, which had been em
bodied in the case, was inadvertently re-pub
lished icithoul correction, but with additions, 
in the annual report of the Fisheries De
partment for 1877. Mr. .Hind says he 
“ teas horrÿied” at this—horrified at what 
he calls my “ weakness"—either because 
it accidentally exonerated the British agent 
and secretary, and thereby foiled himself, or 
because it created suspicion of “ complicity ” 
on my part. His having since directed his 
slanderous charges alternately against myself 
and nameless “ associates,” whilst still* in
sisting upon the “ conscious acceptance of 
your (ray) falsified official statistics ” by 
Messrs. Ford and Bergue, renders it probable 
that his enmity now attaches about equally 
to all of us. Failing, however, to make 
such an impression as he anticipated, Mr. 
Hind has since placed on record, and par
tially published, a further elaborate corres
pondence in which he endeavours to create a 
belief in the American mind that the self-same 
“falsified statistics” were concocted and used 
to “win money" from the United States, and 
were afterwards presented to the Canadian 
Parliament “as a trophy of success.” By 
ivhat process of distortion any series of 
figures, originally altered to commit the 
“crime” of understating the produce of a 
principal Canadian industry favourably to 
the United States, 'could be converted into 
“ fraudulent" means of producing an exactly 
opposite effect, it is impossible to conceive. 
The palpable absurdity of this two-fold slan
der is its own best refutation.

Several bulky communications were from 
time to time addressed by Mr. Hind to Sir 
A. J. Smith, who did hot deem them worthy 
of serious notice. On one occasion they were 
referred to mo for perusal ami remarks, and 
were dealt with in the manner shown by the 
annexed memorandum. In a spirit of 
courteous conciliation. Dr. Taché also ad
dressed a letter to Mr. Hind, which will be 
found copied herewith.

Considering the violent and unprincipled 
course pursued liy Mr. Hind, I submit that even 
this measure of attention was undeserved.

The circumstances of Mr. Hind’s engage
ment arc set forth in the annexed copy of 
correspondence beWveeu the then Minister of 
Fisheries and the Premier of-Newfoundland.

If at liberty to refer to the note of the 13tli 
inst., addressed to the Marquis of Lome, in 
which Mr. Hind refers to me as having been 
“ offered a bribe before 1873,” by an ex- 
Mill ister, I would simply say that I cannot 
divine his meaning, but consider the barren 
allusion on a par with his other reckless ac
cusations concerning myself. The occult 
mention of letters in his possession which 
“ arc dreadfully criminating in relation to the 
whole matter,” mid might “grieviously com
promise unexpected friends in high position,” 
is quite harmless, hut if it bad been more ex
plicit lie should have been compelled to prove 
or retract the vile insinuation.

It is inconceivable that any man of Mr. 
Hinds practical experience ami literary and 
scientific ability could be led astray by per
sonal motives so far as to outrage confidential 
relations, and regardless of either probity or 
patriotism to magnify and distort venial er
rors and seeming discrepancies into a tissue 
of “ frauds ” and forgeries. ” Such fntile en
deavours to create distrust in proceedings 
with which he was himself familiar, and in 
which his own country Was especially inter
ested, are alike incomprehensible and inex
cusable. The most charitable construction of 
which the circumstances admit is that ?Jr. 
Hind's too clever faculty of discerning 
“ plots ’’ and “ intrigues " assdfciatrd with 
the treaty of Washington, winch quality he 
has indulged on former occasions, may "have 
been playing some strange pranks wi'th his 
reason I am aware that Mr. Hind entertains 
strong préjudices against the Washington 
treaty, and has publicly denounced it as an 

■“ alarming calamity.In 1875 it was an
nounced in certain British and Canadian jour
nals, on his authority, that a “ startling dis
covery ” bad been made, and that something 
frightful to contemplate might result un
less timely measures were adopted to 
avert the impending disaster.1 This 
announcement was much in the stylo 
of his more recent patriotic exposures. 
The following is one version of bis imaginary 
plot copied from the Canadian Nctcs, of Lon
don, 29th April, J675 :—

“ WS regret to learn, observes the Toronto 
Nation, that Canada is about to be made the 
victim#* an international intrigue. France 
and Austria, at the invitation of the United 
States, are about to enter into a conspiracy to 
cheat us out of the full value ofy^ur fisheries. 
A contemporary from the Maritime Provinces 
reveals the plot. Under the Treaty of Wash
ington, England names one arbitrator, the 
States another, and the two are to name a 
third—if it be possible for thorn to agree upon 
one. If it is not possible, the third arbitrator 
is to be named by the Austrian ambassador at 
London. Now comes the mischief. To 
secure two out of the throe arbitrators the 
States will throw the appointment of the 
third one into the hands of Austria. 
France is to be bribed by concessions as to cod 
bait to influence Austria, while at the same 
time Austria is also to be . placed 
under obligations by the admission into 
the States of Hungarian wine at a 
nominal duty. The plot, however, hav
ing thus been timely exposed, would 
it not be well for Canada to try and frustrate 
it by securing the good services of France— 
since she seems to be the power that alone 
can move Austria. ”

The foregoing reads smoothly enough ; it 
savours also of superior wisdom, besides hav
ing the guise of plausible sincerity. It is a 
fair sample of other similar discoveries. But 

■ such wonderful conceits and artifices as arc 
laid in Mr. Hind’s morbid imagination, and 
hatched in his own suspicious mind, usually 
turn out wrong end foremost They seem 
fated to conflict with facte and results. The 
astounding revelation above instanced was 
precisely the reverse of what the United 
State» Government really wanted, and actu
ally strove to accomplish. Piqued perhaps 
at the “ foul conspiracy ” of events which 
has falsified his astute predictions, and de
frauded him of his startling discovery, Mr. 
Hind avenges himself on the Halifax Com
mission. The effect produced will doubtless 
be about the same.

In conclusion, I would remark that al
though Mr. Hind has persistently assailed me 
in the most offensive manner for nearly two 
years, I have quietly refrained from writing 
anything further than the memorandum al
ready referred to. The recollection that I 
waa mainly instrumental in causing him to be 
employed, and afterwards secured for him re
munerative terms, whilst he was also treated 
by me throughout the inquiry with courtesy 
and deference, ought certainly to have re
strained his pen. Ingratitude is not less 
provoking because it is common. But feeling 

,always conscious of my own integrity, and 
assured of that of my associates, and know
ing the falsity of these unfortunate accusa
tions, I preferred to keep silence rather than 
to reflect upon the motives or to weaken the 
credibility of one among many of the wit
nesses whose testimony was solicited and 
rendered on behalf of Canada in an inter
national inquiry of great difficulty and of
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Graphic Account of the Majuba 

Hill Disaster.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BATTLE

General Colley’s Death—Capture of a War 
Correspondent.

From the London Standard, March 1.
Pbospect Hill, Monday, 6.30 a.m.—8 . 

p.m., Sunday.—I have just returned to camp, 
having escaped almost by a miracle from the 
fate which has befallen a great portion of the 
force which left the camp last night. The 
strength of the column amounted to about six 
hundred, all told, belonging to the 58th, 60th, 
92nd, and Naval Brigade. The night was 
dark, and the march, across an unknown 
country, toilsome in the extreme. We first 
made onr way over the comparatively level 
ground to the foot of the main range of hills, 
but there our difficulties began. In many 
cases the ascents were absolutely precipitous, 
and wherever there was footing for them, huge 
boulders and loose stones, which rolled down 
when touched, covered the ground. When, 
afteriimmense labour and no slight danger, 
we reached the top, it was only to find that 
after a short time we had to descend again. 
Our native guide kept steadily forward ; had 
it not been for him we should never have 
reached onr destination. The task would 
have been exhausting for an unencumbered 
man, but to troops carrying their arms, eighty 
rounds of ammunition, water bottles, and 
three days’ provision, it. was painful in the 
extreme. Daylight was breaking when we 
approached the hill which was the object of 
our expedition. We had started at ten 
o’clock, and had been more than six hours in 
accomplishing a distance which, as the crow 
flies, was little over four miles. We had, .of 
course, made a great detour, so as to reach 
the position from its rear, and so avoid riving 
the alariu to any outlying posts the Boers 
might have thrown out in front of their line of 
position. "

At a commanding point on the hill we left 
two hundred of our force to keep open our 
communication with the pamp. These were 
ordered to set about entrenching themselves 
at once. When We gained the summit of the 
eminence we looked down upon the long line 
of Boer entrenchments, stretching from a 
point" immediately below us to the Buffalo 
river. So far our success had been complete.
It was clear that onr occupation of the hill 
rendered the Boer position absolutely unten
able, as we took tlieir whole entrenchments 
in reverse. Onr own camp, although four 
miles away, looked quite close, for we were 
at an elevation of two thousand five hundred 
feet above it. The enemy’s principal laager 
was about two thousand yards away, ’fiic 
position we had secured was undoubtedly 
one of immense natural strength. On the 
summit was a plateau, so that all the troops 
not actually engaged in repelling assaults 
could lie down perfectly secure from fire from 
Mow. For an hour the greater part of the 
troops rested, a portion, however, helping the 
sailors, who had not, so far, been able to get 
the Gatling gun up (he liilL

At sunrise the Boers were to be seen 
moving in their fines, bat it was not until 
nearly an hour later that a party of mounted 
videttes were seen trotting ont towards the 
bill, upon which they evidently intended to 
take their stand. As they approached, our 
outlying pickets, fired upon them, and our 
presence w as for the first time discovered. 
The sound of our guns was heard at thê 
Dutch laager, and the whole scene changed 
as if by magic. In place of a few scattered, 
figures, there appeared on the scene swarms 
of men rushing hither kbit thither, some ran 
to tlieir horses, others to the waggons, and 
the work of inVpaiiiiihg the oxen and pre
paring for an instant retreat began at once. 
When the tiret panic abated it could be seen 
that some person (n authority bad taken the 
command. The greater portion of the Boere 
began to move forward With tho evident in
tention of attacking us, but the Work of 
preparing for a retreat in case of necessity 
still went on, and continued until all the
vaggons wet&iasptuined and ready to move 
way ; sonic, 'indeed, at once began to with

wi 
aw
draw. -xipiv ’’•msasaai- ■ „ .

At about seven o clock the Bears opened 
fir*, and the bullets whistled thickly over 
the plateau. The inén Were all perfectly cool 
aud confident, and 1 do not think that the 
possibility qf .thé position bcjiig carried by 
storm occurred to anyone. From seven to 
eleven the Rocrs lying all round the hill 
maiutailied. a constant tire. Their shooting 
w as wonderfnily,acciirate. The stones be
hind which our men ip the front line were 
lying were hit by almost every shot. Op
posed to such shooting as this, there was no 
need to impress upon" the men to keep well 
under cover. They only showed to take an 
occasional shot ; and, accurate as was the 
enemy's shooting, up to eleven o'clock we 
had but five casualties. Commander Roni- 
illy was dangerously wounded as he was 
standing close to. General Colley ; he was 
struck by a ball .fired from a long distancé, 
as bo was out of the line of fire from the 
Boors below. Four of the 92nd were slightly 
wounded. Twenty men of this regiment, 
under Lieutenant Hamilton, held the point 
which was most threatened by the Boers. 
Nothing could exceed the steadiness of these 
Highlanders. They kept well undercover, 
and. although they fired but seldom, they 
killed eight or ten of the Boers who showed 
themselves from behind cover.

So far our position appeared perfectly safe. 
The Boers had, indeed, got between us and 
the camp ; but we had three days’ provisions, 
and could hold out until the reinforcements 
came up. Our casualties were; with the ex
ception of that of Commander Bomilly, few 
and unimportant, and all were perfectly con
fident of the result. From eleven to twelve 
the enemy’s tire continued as hot, but as 
harmless, as before ; between twelve and 
one it slackened, and it seemed as if the 
Boers were drawing off This, however, 
was not the case. The enemy had been, as we 
afterwards learned, very strongly reinforcing 
his fighting line, in preparation for an assault; 
and shortly after one o’clock a terrific 
fire, suddenly broke forth from the right low
er slopes of the hill, the side on wmch the 
firing had Ml along been heaviest A 
tremendous rush was simultaneously made by 
the enemy. Our advanced line was at once 
nearly all shot or driven back upon our main 
position. This positio* may be described as 
an oblong basin on the top of the hill. It 
was about two hundred yards long by fifty 
broad. Our whole force now lined the rim of 
the basin, and fixed bayonets to repel the 

e assailants, j The Boers, with shouts of 
triumph, swarmed up the sides of the.hHl 
and made several desperate attempts to 
carry the position with a rash ; each time, 
however, they were driven hack with the 
bayonet. . After, each charge the firing, which 
nearly ceased 
with renewed 
seemed alive

firing over me at the _______
Who were moving down the hill. Upon try
ing to rise I was taken prisoner, and led 
away. On the hill I found the body of Gen
eral Colley sliot through the head.' I also 
saw Captain Singleton, of the 92nd, Severely 
wouqded ; Lieutenant Hamilton, 92nd, 
slightly ; Dr. Lanton, severely ; Captain 
Morris, severely ; and Millar, also severely. 
Captain Maude was killed ; Lieutenant Mac
donald, of the 92nd, was a prisoner, What 
others were killed, wounded, or taken prison
ers I cannot as yet say, buff fear that onr 1res 
both in officers and men is very severe. 
Many are still missing, but probably some 
may turn up during the night, h*ing hid 
themselves in the brush wood on the hills fill 
the darkness fell.

After a conversation with the Boer General 
I induced him to grant me a pass to come 
into the camp and bring ont succour far the 
wounded. They were lying thickly both 
on the plateau and everywhere ■ on the 
descent of the hilL The Bo*s were 
very civil. They took, it was. true, 
a few articles I had about me ; but 
no troops in the world could, on the whole, -r 
have behaved better as victors. Talking 
with me they ascribed their victories not to 
their arms or bravery, but to the righteous
ness of their cause. As to the completeness 
of their victory there can be no question. 
They carried by sheer fighting a position 
which the General .himself considered to be, 
defended by the force at his command, im
pregnable. Even now I can hardly under
stand how it was done—so sudden was the 
rush, so instantaneous the change fttm what 
we _ regarded as perfect safety to imminent 
peril. Up to the moment when they made 
this rush they had effected no progress what
ever ; a few only of our men had been en
gaged ; the casualties were trifling in th* 
extreme. A few minutes later they held thi 
crest of the hill, and our men were defending 
the natural basin in which they had been 
lying in apparent security. It cannot be 
denied that the capture of Majuba Hill is ax’ 
exploit of which any troops in the world 
might be proud.)

suptners,

W, F. W hitch zn, 
Commissioner of Fisheries.

i during the mêlée, broke ont 
l violence, and the air above ns 
with bullets. The troops did 

their duty well and steadily, and trving as 
was the occasion, fought with great coolness, 
encouraged by their officers.

At last the Boers, who had gathered near 
the edge of the slope, made a tremendous 
rush at a point beyond that at which they 
had before been attacking, and where the 
numbers of the defenders were comparatively 
small They burst through the defenders, 
poured mover the edge of toe basin, and-our 
position was lost. The main line of our 
defenders, their flank turned, and taken in 
reverse, made a rush along the plateau to 
endeavour to form and rally, but it was use
less. With fierce shoots and a storm of 
bullets the Boers poured in. There was a 
wild rush with the Beers close" behind ; the 
roar of fire, the whistling of bullets, the yells 
of the enemy, made up a din which seemed 
infernal. All round, men Were falling ; 
there "was no resistance, no halt—it was a 
flight for life. At this moment I was knocked 
down by the rush and trampled on, and 
when I came to my senses the Boers were 
Upon this matter he said that he had also 
been misrepresented. With Joubert was an 
Irish renegade, who appeared to be his chief 
adviser. This person was very offensive and 
abusive, while all the Pitch were varv civil.

CAUSES OF THE DEFEAT.
i

INTERVIEW WITH THE BOER COMMANDER-
LACK OF DISCIPLINE ON THE PART OF THE
BRITISH—THE ENKMT’s LOSS.

Standard, March 2.
Prospect Hill, Monday, 8 a.m.—Contrary 

to our hopes, very few men or officers have 
come in during the night. Many must be 
scattered over toe country, but are -probably 
still in hiding. This morning ten have ar
rived, dropping in by twos and threes. I am 
on the point of returning to the Boers’ camp, 
as I was only released on parole, th carry a 
permission from their General for medical as- * 
sistauce to be sent to our wounded.

Last night there was heavy rain, and the 
weather was cold. Some of the wounded 
were carried in to a farmhouse near the foot 
of the hill ; bnt the majority remained’ ex
posed to the weather, and must have suffered 
greatly. Of the General’s staff, Fraser, Mac- 
gregor, and Stewart arc, so far, missing. I 
saw tho latter after the retreat commenced, 
and trust that he will prove to have got off 
unhurt.

I Mieve that if, after the Boers had made 
tlieir rush, the men liad trusted to the bayonet 
alone, instead of l-uiming in order to givo 
themselves time to load, they could have 
driven the enemy back over the top of the 
hill. M hen they once began to run no one 
could stop to take aim, as their comrades 
were in their way, and any who paused would 
have been knocked down by the rush. Had 
all, when the Boers burst through, trusted 
only to the bayonet their chance would have 
been far better than it was. The 92nd, who, 
formed the front line where the mien attack 
was, stood coolly at first, obeyed their officers, 
and fired steadily, until they were thrown 
into confusion by the flight of the men 
at the flauk—the oSth and t)be Naval Brigade 
—where the enemy broke through. On tile 
other side of the plateau was excellent cove, 
with ojien ground hi front, and a stand might 
have been here made, but the men were too 
much out of hand to be rallied, and all went 
down the hill in confusion. During the ad
vance of the enemy our men hardly caught 
sight of a single Boer. They crept through 
the grass, taking advantage of evêry stone, 
and every inequality of the ground. When 

i driven back by- our fire at one point, they 
would work round unpreccived to another, 
and thence open with- heavy volleys upon 
us. themselves being all the" time invisible.

One of our great sources of weakness Waa in 
the mixed composition of the force. The three 
hundred and fifty men upon the hill belonged 
to four different corps, and did not work 
easily and steadily together, as they would 
have done had they belonged to the same 
regiment, and had been accustomed to work 
together and rely upon each other. After tbc 
Boers bad mshed. in I saw groups of the 
Higiilandcrs standing together and -making a 
firm resistance until all was clearly lost. The 
position, too, was too extended to be held * 
with the force at the general’s command, and 
as no close attack was anticipated, the troops 
certainly were not posted in a proper manner 
for opposing the assault when it wss made.
The position was, in fact, carried by surprise. 
Besides the wounded, some fifty men and 
officers arc prisoners in the Boers’ hands.

One lesson unmistakably taught by the 
fight of yesterday is that it is worse ther 
useless to attempt to tight the Boers with nu
merically inferior forces. In such warfare as 
this, they are, man for man, equal, and more ' 
than equal, to our own. They are as cou
rageous, are infinitely better shots, and are 
marvellously skilled in taking advantage of 
cover. Their coolness under tire is perfect, 
and while fighting individually, all work in 
concert and in obedience to orders.," They 
openly express their contempt for onr infant
ry, but fear onr cavalry and artillery. The 
companies of the 60th which were left posted 
at a commanding point on the hills to keep 
open our communication with the camp, were 
withdrawn under cover of the artillery fir* 
of the camp. The Boers attacked them ee 
the way, but the 60th repulsed them in a 
spirited manner, and came into camp with 
scarcely any 1res.

After the action was over, I heard the 
Boers shouting to our men to come out from 
the brushwood, and no harm would be < 
to them. The prisoners now in their hands 
are three who obeyed the summons, as v 
few were captured on the hill itself. It 1 
impossible for me to estimate with any great 
accuracy the number of Boers moving about, 
after the action. Bnt there were certainly sot 
more, than five hundred upon the top of the 
hill, and, perhaps, as many more on the slopes.
I had no means of arriving at an estimate of 
their loss before leaving their camp yesterday, 
but owing to their care in keeping trader covet 
it must have been comparatively, small I 
should estimate ours at one hundred and 
seventy or eighty, not including prisoners. 
Major Hay, of the 92nd, has come in wounded.

6.05 p.m.—I have returned frttm the Boer 
camp. When there I had an interview with 
Joubert, with whom I conversed for some 
time. He complained of General Colley hav
ing undertaken the movement of yesterday, 
bringing on a battle. Peace negotiations 
were proceeding, and he did not therefore 
look for a hostile movement I pointed oat 
that firing had been going on daily, that our 
pickets were continually shot at, and some 

-hadbeen killed. I did not see, therefore, 
that any complaint could be validly midi as 
to the movement of onr troops. Joubert 
then went on to say that the Trasmul wasl 
prepared to treat for peace, but that this 
could only be made on the basis of liberty.
He asked me to tell the people of England 
that he was sure that they and their 
Ministers meant to do what was right a 
just, but that the English officials and ar 
commanders worked for their own ends, i 
wilfully misrepresented facte. Henoe : 
Transvaal was driven to desi 
feeling that it was hopeless to 1 
England was fighting now for 
for domination ; the Boers for 
which they were prepared to die. ! 
of Battles was with them ; their t 
the capture of the sb 
and the route of the 
said, only one killed and 1 _______

Joubert also said that the people of thi 
Transvaal were quite 
scheme of African C 
thet they were left

.
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