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DELUSION ABOUT GENIUS.
It to a common mistake, especially with 

young men of ability, to suppose that what 
they call genius is sufficient tor success in 
life. They sneer at “ mere plodders," and 
boast that it is only necessary to apply 
themselves for a few minutes in order to 
conquer the more difficult task. We have 
aeen, in our time, many such. We have 
observed them, moreover, in every walk of 
life. XVe have known them as quick 
working mechanics, as brilliant declaimers 
in societies, as witty or eloquent students 
in college. But we have lived long enough 
to notice, that most of them have made ship­
wrecks of themselves forever. The smart 
mechanic, disdaining to work all the week 
when four or five days’ labor would produce 
as much as others earned, who toiled from 
Monday morning till Saturday night, has 
generally acquired habits of dissipation and 
idleness, and ended, sometimes, in the 
penitentiary, but more frequently in the 
drunkard's grave. The showy orator has 
become a lazy lawyer, or good-for-nothing 
editor, or pot-house politician. The idle, 
though able student, has sunk into a " fast" 
young man, and died before he reached 
forty, the victim of his own excesses. As 
we look back on those we knew of these 
clasMs scarcely twenty years ago, we see, 
alas! that almost general ruin has over­
taken them.

That there is naturally a difference be­
tween men in point of ability, we do not 
pretend to deny. This difference is less 
great, however, than is generally supposed; 
and no genius, moreover, is sufficient of 
itMlf, without discipline, and study. The 
difference, we say, is not so great as is 
tuually believed. It is true, that one person 
may excel another in what is popularly 
called eloquence, but generally be ia defi­
cient in something else, as, for example, in 
the purely logical faculty. A witty lawyer, 
able to keep a jury in a roar, may not be 
as competent,to arfue a case in bar as a 
less felicitous rival. An excellent 
keeper to whom long columns of figures are 
nothing, may yet have no mechanical fa­
culty at all; and a good mechanic may be 
a poor accountant. Nature wisely distri­
butee her favors, generally bestowing diffe­
rent specialities, so to speak, on different 
persons. Jefferson was a great civilian, 
but had no talent for war whatever. Wayne 
was a splendid general, but quite an indiffe­
rent legislator. Putnam could head a 
charge
•y

tiled campaign 
nee similar proofs of this difference. These 
are women, for instance, who can cut and 
A, as if by instinct, who seem, indeed, 
natural born mantuamakers or tailors. 
There are others who always bungle, if they 
attempt such things.

Everybody, in fact, who 
has a favourite faculty, or, to um the pro­
verbial phrase, " knack of doing 
thing.” Now genius, in it a true acce; 
is a knack of doing many things; or in its 
narrower sense, is a knack of excelling in 
literature, politics, or war. But as, in the 
humblest life, proficiency, even in that for 
which the person has a peculiar faculty, is 
eeltr to be obtained by practice, so in I 
higher walks of mind, discipline is abwlute- 
ly necessary. The boy who is not to learn 
the stone-cutter’s trade becauM he is always 
moulding figures in dsy, never becomes a 
sculptor unless he studies bard. The 
youthful dabbler in water colors never rises 
to be a great painter, without long years 
devoted to his art. The lad who raaki 
capital college speech, ends in becoming a 
wordy declarator, unless he learns to think. 
It was not only his talent for painting, 
which woo for Raphael the title of” divine,"" 
but the days and nights he devoted to mat 
to ring drawing and composition. The great 
Milton worked hard at poetry, thirty years, 
esvieaveering to perfect hinwelf, before he 
began Paradme Last There is i 

' i name in history of which the 
I be daid. To rely merely on what is 

due, m to ensure failure, and is to 
east away opportunities bestowed by nature 
—it is, ia fact, to squander like a spendthrift, 
«he fortune which, as it were, was given ia

Tnr Crimean Railway.—The Daihf Nrm 
cor ret pondent says, •* Since Inst week two 
additional locomotives (old onrt) have been 
landed at Balsklsva and placed upon the Rail­
way. The little •• Alliance" liaa^eady bexnn 
to run on the line, end, sa she puffirand screech­
es alouz si the rate of eight or ten utiles an 
hour, with her cumbrous tail of tome half-dozen 
heavily laden trucks, intente ia the gapiu* 
wonderment, sod multitudinous are the meayo/- 
laJu ! of many a crowd of Tar tare, Croats, 
Bulgarians, pure-blooded Turks, Arabs, Hindoos, 
and Heaven knows what other nationalities 
besides, whom heavy wages and light work have 
attracted to this Crimean Babel. The wire mpg 
so long used by "the stationary engine to pul| 
the wagons up the incline near Kadtkoi has been 
removed, and the entire traction of the line will, 
it ia hoped, be done by three locomotives now 
upon the rails. If this can ba accomplished, 
the gain to our transport campwarda will be im­
mense, and the acorns ul heavy annuals hitherto 
employed on the line aolely will be available for 
the branch labours through the various divisions, 
and other parts of the camp not immediately 
connected with the railway.”

charge gallantly, or defend a poet heroical­
ly, but bad no bead for planning a compli­
cated campaign. In more bumble life, we
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READING.
Every man and every woman who can read at 

all, should adopt some definite purpose in their 
reading—should take something for the main 
atom and trunk of their culture, where 
branches might grow out in all directions, 
seeking light and air for the parent tree, 
which, it is hoped, might end in becoming 
something useful and ornamental, and which, 
at any rate, all along, will have bad life and 
growth in it.

It must not be supposed that this choice and 
mainterttnee of one or more subjects of study 
must necessarily lead to pedantry or narrowness 
of mind. The Arte ard sisters. languages are 
close kindred ; Sciences and fellow workmen ; 
almost every branch of human knowledge is 
immediately connected with biography falls into 
history, which, after drawing into itself various 
minor streams, such as geography, jurisprud­
ence, political and social economy, issues forth 
upon the still deeper waters of general philoso­
phy. There are very few, if any, vacant spaces 
between various kinds of knowledge : any 
track in the forest, steadfastly pursued leans 
into one of the great highways : just as you 
often find, in considering the story of any little 

The Paris correspondent of the Morning j.huid, that you am perpetually brought back 
Htrold has forwarded to that journal the follow- Unto mndral history of the world, and that 
in* intelligence, which is not mentioned • l»e-1 u,U small reeky place has partaken the fate 
wbete “ Letters from the Sea of Aioff Qf m(,(,(- thrones and distant empires. In 
announce that the English at Keiteh have obtain- ' abort, all things are so connected together 
ed a brilliant succès, with the troops of »•■ . that a mao who knows one subject well, cannot, 
Turkish contingent. They attacked a Russian ■ jf be eeawt fail to ban acquired much In­
division 4000 strong, who were guarding a very sides ; and that man will not be likely to 
large depot of forage. The Russians were pul heap fewer pearls who bas a string to put 
lit the rout, and all the slsrkv desitoyed by fire. | them on. than be who picks them up without 
The Turks only lost a lew men to the a Bur. \ mathod. This, however, is a very poor uiela- 
Tbe loss of the enemy is said to have been very ; phor to represent the matter ; for what I 

It. A very melaneholv event has just taken . -„„id aim at nroduei not merely bolds

, . ___ for be must ban observed how all he
irniag of the Russian mores at Uhetsk, by the mMts seems to work in with, and assimilate 

crews of Captain Osborne’s gunboats, has proba- jW|f to, bis own peculiar subject. During
"■* "**........................ i society, or in action, it

- _ _________ pursuit were something
the other report will not be confirmed. j almost independent of himself, always on the

-------  j watch, and claiming ite share in whatever is
Game m the Crimea.—The Crimea in going on. 

a wonderful country for game. Major1 Agjkin, by recommending some ebotee of
Pnmnkell uf the dflth the other dav with- subject, and method In the pursuit of U, 1 do Campbell, ol the 46th, the other day, with- ; notÇjsh he held to a narrow interpretation
zi ‘ B couple of woodcocks; lhe | „f that word ••subjeet.” For exam pis, I sen
Hon. Captain Keane, R. L„ 11 1-2 brace, imagine aman saying, 1 do not ears partieu- 
with a hare and a few quail. This officer Urlyto investigate this or that question ia 
told me, that he had at different times, I history ; I am not going to paroM any branch 
without neglecting bis duties, killed lOS'ofeeienee ; bot I have a desire to know what 
cot, pie of quail. The French think nothing the meet renowned men bare written;! wUl
of .hooting at «nail birds with ball; and X’fo îSriouT^ h£%£Tred the besl 
the Zouaves are particularly successful at Mprwsiou of thinin nearest to the heart and 
killing toxee, whose skins they of courm 
keep.—[Times Correspondent.]

This year it has been noticed that a 
large quantity of Scotch herrings have 
found their way to Russia, either via Danl- 
xie or Konigsberg; and in at least one 
instance, it ia said, that a cargo was invoiced 
direct from the Scottish coast to Warsaw 
where the importer made a very handsome 
profit. One great inducement to the Rus­
sian population to purchase the herring is 
the quantity of salt the barrels are found to 
contain uodiseolved, owing to the blockade 
salt in Russia being very dear and very 
scarce. The whole quantity nf herrings 
Mat to Russia, directly or indirectly, from 
Scotland, is estimated at 76,1100 barrels.

A Lunatic Decree.—Recently, 
the pstieale of the Leeetie Aeyleu 
formerly a doctor, wee tskieg bis 
stroll for sir sad exercise, he was attracted to a 
house net far from the asylum by the cries ef a 
young girl, who, ia elUnbieg over a fence, bad 
fallen and broken her arm. On entering the 
deer he ascertained that lbs poor, decrepid, bed­
ridden mother end tbs naforanaw girl, whose 
labor was the saly support of the two, wera the 
only occupants. A bey had been sent for a pby- 

naa or surgeon.' The doctor ooeld net witness 
a young gill’s diet rase, as he iaalaely west is 
nk and set and splintered the broken limb. The 
i lady with teem of joy sad gratitude, exclaim­

ed, •‘Doctor, what’s to pay t,r “O, nothing,” 
he replied ; “lam amply repaid ia the satisfaction 
this opportunity has a Horded me to relieve your 
daughter's distress.” «• Thank yea, dear dee- 
tor, sad God bless yea ! Bet when the dg 
are have seal for arrivas, whs shell we my 
the arm—whet name aad rest daces, deal 
••Tell him,” mM ear doctor, “that a patient 
New Turk State Lunatic Asylum did it."— 
TahyrupA.

fancy of maa. A person of more adventure 
aad mere time might seek to include the great­
est writers in morale or history. There are 
not so many of them. If a man were to read 
a hundred neat authors, be wooid, I suspect, 
have beard what mankind baa yet had to my 
upon most things. I am aware of the culture 
that would be required for such an enterprise ; 
but 1 merely give it ae an instance of what 
may justly coats under the bend or the po­
sait of one subject as I mean it, and whit 
certianly would not be called a narrow pur-
P"nu is another view of reading, which 
though it is obvious enough, is seldom tekeu^ 
I imagine, or at least acted upon ; and that is 
that in the coarse of our reading, we should 
lay up in oar minds a store ofgoodly thoughts 
in wall-wrought words, whteh should be a 
living treasure of knowledge always with ne, 
aadfrom which,at various times,and amidst 
all the shifting of circumstances, ire might be 
■are ef drawing some comfort, guidance, and 
sympathy. We see this with 
sacred writiap. “A 
season, bow good is it 
1er comfort on a lower level to be 
from other sources than snared owe. 
work that is worth carefully reading,

i regard t 
spoken ia 
there tea

to 
in due 

almi-

In ant

!”
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of lore.

(Itapa)

generally something that ie worth rummabmiag
2eeurat.lv. A man whom mind to snrietted 
with the beet myiags of the poets of hte coun­
try, tea more independent man, walks the 
streets in a town, or the lanes in the country, 
with for more delight than he otherwise would; 
and to tougbt by wise observers of naturo to eLmira for bi.mlf. fteo. 
with hie proverbs lea greet deal better than 
he would have hew wilhout thmn, and ( con­
tend that a man has something is hiaaself to 
■set troubles and diffieulttee. emaU or great, 
who has stored in hie mind seme of the heat 

whteh have

sorrow to thereby

The Buffalo Commérerai, ia alluding to 
the large earns expended in that city for 

on Christmas day, says that o 
rarest ad four baadrad dollars ia 

an that day.
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Saturday January 12, 1860.

Tna Civil cases tried this Term, were as fol­
low, viz :—

M'Cill, ci. Coriek, Assumpsit ; verdict for 
Plaintiff

J. H. Winslnc, n. Stephen Martin, Debt for 
Rent ; verdict ..ft Plaintiff.

James Stewurt, rr. Francis M'Quade, el ol. 
Trespass ; verdict for Plaintiff.

Edward C. Hay thorns and another, rr. James 
Gay, (Special Jury,) Debt for Rent ; verdict 
for Plaintiff

Tuans happened during this Term one of those 
anomalous occurrences which are peculiar, we 
believe, to Courts regulated by the maxims of 
English jurisprudence. Two women of the 
name of M-Grath, were arraigned on an Indict­
ment for Burglaruuely entering a dwelling 
house of one Adam Murray, and stealing a Caen 
Box with a quantity of money. On being naked 
the usual question,—" Are you guilty or not 
guilty V' they replied "Guilty.” Before the plea 
was recorded, the Chief Justice after a abort 
conference with Mr. Justice Petere, warned the 
prisoners of the consequence of pleading guilty, 
reminded them that their lives were in jeopar­
dy, and that it would be his painful duty if 
they persisted in pleading guilty, to pronounce 
sentence of death upon them. On a subsequent 
day, when the cause came on to be tried, it ap­
peared that the evidence for the crown was a 
confession made by tho prisoners to Murray 
himself, who had induced them to make thto 
acknowledgment under a promise, that by so do­
ing, they would be treated with greater lenity. 
The Court held, that a confession under cir­
cumstances of this nature was not snch evidence 
of the commission of the crime as ought to in­
duce a Jury to find them guilty, and therefore 
refused to allow it. That in order to render a 
confession of the parties accused available évi­
dente for the prosecution, it ought to appear 
that it was a voluntary acknowledgment of 
guilt, and the party staking it uninlueneed by 
either promises or threaie. There being no 
other evidenee, the Court directed a verdict of 
acquittal. This was all as it should be, and in 
accordance with the law ae it had been long set­
tled and noted upon. We cannot, however, but 
think that thto to one of tiroes fallacies which 
are fast disappearing, an end to which will be 
given by the improved methods of administering 
justice in modéra times. We agree with the 
maxim, that a confession of guilt should not be 
drawn forth by undue or improper promisee or 
threats made to the accused, and go folly with 
the law, that when parties are brought before 
ministers of justice, however humble, that no 
confession should be received but one purely 
voluntary, and that the parties should be i 

I, that anymy confession made to a magistrate 
would be used against them on 

iheir trial ; bat we think a difference should be 
made where the eonfeeeion to elicited by an 
advice on the part of one not clothed with au­
thority. Nothing to mere common than when 
parties are accused of a crime, for them to tarn 
round and seek counsel of the bystanders, and 
nothing it also more common, more natural, 
and we would add, more rational, than for 
the person thus addressed, to advise the ac­
cused, that if he be really guilty, it would be 
hie best policy to oonfeee bis guilt, that there­
by be might be better dealt with, and the pu- 
«■basent be made lighter. Now, we think, font 
in all such caws,the evidence should be received, 
but, that when the fast of the guilt of the party 
aeeused reste ssMy ou a confession thus ob­
tained, that in such caw, the promise of lenity 
should be fairly acted up to, aad a modification 
of the punishment awarded. It seems a mock­
ery of justice to have a party some in and eon- 
fees himself guilty, and, when induced to with­
draw the plea, to be acquitted for want of 
evidence. It would be better, we think, in all 
these osaes, to allow the plea to be record», 
and take the circumstances into consideration 
when awnrdiag punishment

Charlottetown, Jan. 7th, 1886.
Mr. Editor ;

Believing that it will afford gratification to 
your numerous readers, to learn something of 
the movements of the Total Abstinence body on 
our Island, 1 venture to trespass upon your 
epaw for a brief notice of a Public Tempérante 
Meeting fold in thto City on the evening of New

The*Central Committee felt it to be bat right 
to bold simultaneous meetings in every prinoipal 
plane on the Island, on the day when the Liquor 
Law would come into operation in the sister 
Province of New Brunswick, in order tegtve 
expression to oar congratulations to the Mends 
of the eaam ia that Province on their haring 
achieved eo great a triumph, as well este Im­
prove a fitting opportunity of presenting to the 
publie throughout the Island, oar strong and 
decided eeerietieh w thto grant end absirblag 

a action of Legal Prohibition.
I am happy to inform yen, that each sseet- 

.am were held in various please, at which, an


