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~ dewdrops disappear. Then, like a flash,

+*of volors are in the sunset among the

- AS THE MORNING CLOUD

BE " "IFUL FIGURE DESCRIBING
OUR VAPORY REPENTANCES.

THE GOODNESS OF A MOMENT

Atmospheric 'Rejuvenation the Appro-
priate Theme of the Preacher Dur-
ing the Torrid Weather—How These
Nature References Strike a Chord
That Glows Deep In Most Human
Hearts.

< Entered according to' Act of Parliament of Can-

ada, in the year 1906, by Frederick Diver, To-
ronto, at the Dept. of Agriculture, Ottawa.

Los Angeles, Cal, Aug. 12—Like a
» wefreshing mountain breeze, dispelling
the heat, this sermon comes with its
suggestion of atmospheric rejuvenation.
© The text is Hosea vi, 4, “Your goodness
is as a morning cloud.”

A saintly old preacher saild in his
latter years: “If'I had my life to live
over again I would preach most of my
sermons from famillar scenes of the
Bible, like Christ feeding the multi-
tudes with the loaves and the fishes.
¥ belleve Bible truths can best be
driven home to the hearts of men by
Tinging the changes upon the old fam-
“liar texts.” That is true {n one sense.
+But I believe also that an easy way to
Allustrate our semmonic themes is from
Bible similes drawn from nature. If
any man is a lover of nature and will

+ wread the Bible intelligently, he will
find the leaves of the sacred book liter-
ally filed with "descriptions of natural
phenomena.  Furthermore, if you study
church history, almost without excep-
tion you will find that the most popu-
lar preachers and the greatest winners
of souls for Christ have been men like
Henry Ward Beecher and John Mason
sand Thomas Guthrle and Rowland Hill
and Thomas Chalmers, who Joved the
flowers and the stars and the birds
anmd the snowflakes, the same as did
David, the psalmist, and Hosea and
Amos, the prophets, and Jesus Christ,
many of ‘whese parables have the aro-
ma of the woods and the open field.

Také, for instance, the life of Charles
Kingsley. Do you' wonder he gripped
the hearts ‘of his hearers and readers
a8 he did when you realize the nature
lover that he was? One night, after

" he had recited to his guests the story
of a Cornish shipwreck, he led his
friends out into the open yard, where
fie stood under the pelting rain and
lookéd uwp at a superb thunderstorm
*as he cried: ‘““What a night! Look!
“Is 1t not splendia? This is a night
when young men cannot talk or think
too much poetry.” It was said that
he knew every nook and corner of his
beloved country, in the centre of which
was his parsonage, One day when
out walking his son asked him if he
rtheught he would ever l.se his love
“for the country, Charles Kingsley
answered: “Nay. If my friends ever
ask you that, tell them that I am now
looking at the mast beautiful scene I
ever gaw.” Does not this sentence re-
veal ‘the inner workings of a nature
loving heart? Did not Charles Kings-
ley get many of his mightiest gospel
lessona by catching the echoes of them
in the falling waters as they tumbled
down the cascade near to his own
home? Indeed, I haye alwayg felt that |
& minister was ot+a fully (developed |
teacher of God unless he &an often
find his text simultaneously from the
book of nature and from the book of
the Bible.

Now, Hosea, the prophet, draws from
nature a most beautiful sermonic sim- |
ile’ He seems to be standing by night
upon one of the hillsides overlooking
the city 6f Jerusalem. That great capi-
tal of the east is crowded with much
wickedness and apostasy. All night |
long he stands there, with the roof ofi
sky for his covering. He thinks of
tow the Hebrew people have sinned
and how thdy have been punished and
then repented and then sinned again.
“Thelr sins followed each other as sol-
diers In a line of march tread in each
other's footsteps. Thus the great |
wrophet of the east reviews the his-
rtory of his beloved people. And as he
weeps and mourns over the sins of the
Hebrew race the stars pale and go
out. Then the sunlight rims the east-
ern hills and turns the early morning
<louds into curtains of gold. Then he
‘Bees the dewdrops glittering upon every
/leaf. Then as the sun climbs higher
: and higher in the heavens and he feels
the day grow hotter Hosea sées those
early morning clouds evaporate and the

springs from his lips the simile of the
vapory repentances of the Hebrew
Tace. “O PBphraim, what shall 1 do
with thee? O Judah, what shall I do
unto thee? For your goodness is as
the morning cloud, and &s the early dew
it goeth away.” Let us in God's name
try to compare the vapory repentandes

~of our lives to this beautiful figure of
the morning clouds.

First we would turn to the meteoro-
Jogist and say: “Oh student of the
cloud land, tell us how these morning
clouds are formed. In the great family

‘. of tlouds have they any individualities
or peculiar characteristics?™ The
prose poet of England, John Ruskin,
wscans ‘thé hillsides of the heavens and

he  writes: “Nature has a thousand

nioblest manifestations of her capablility

clouds. There is no limit to the multi-
~tudes and no check to the intensity of
the hues assumed. The whole sky,
from zenith to horizon, becomes one
molten, mantling sea of color and fire,
Bvery black bar turns to massy gold,
-~every ripple and wave into unsullied
crimson  and purple and scarlet and
colors for which there are no words in
the language and no ideas fn the mind
—things which can be concelved only
while they are visible, the intense hol-
low blue of the upper sky  melting
through-it all, showing here deep and
pure, there modulated by the flimsy,
formless body of the transparent wvapor
~unti¥ it is lost, imperceptible in . its
serimson and gold.” But Hosea, the
prophet, is not alluding to all.clouds
of the heavens when he mentions the
morning clouds, as did John Ruskin,
seanning the whole heaVens covered
ayith gold. He is alluding to one par-
ticular kind-of clouds.’
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morning clouds are scientifically known
as the ‘cumulus’ clouds. Sometimes
they are popularly called the ‘day
clouds,’ or the ‘summer clouds.’ They
are not the cirrus clouds, the white,
feathery masses of condensed vapor
that can be seen far up in the heav-
ens four or five miles away from the
earth, at times seeming to be higher
than the stars. They are not the nim-
bus clouds or ‘the clouds of the
storm,” with darker forehead than the
black skin of the royal representative
of Queen Candace’s palace, who once
Journeyed to Jerusalem. The nimbus
clouds often carry with them the un-
sheathed swords of fire and speak In
the voice of many thunders. They are
not the “status” clouds, whose lower
layers sometimes form the fog banks
lining the seashores and covering the
flelds which are sometimes calied ‘the
clouds of the night’ But they are
the clouds near to earth, which are
produced only in fair weather.

‘“Thus when a bright, warm, beauti-
ful spring morning is about to dawn
and the owl and the nightingale have
gone to thelr nests, when the aurora
has lifted itself above the horizon and
the sun's rays begin to absorb the dews
and the moisture near to the earth’s
surface, then the morning clouds ap-
pear. Then the meteorologist can see
them sporting amid the tops of the lofty
mountains, as sea gulls play hide and
seek with the crests of the waves. Then
the blue expanse of the heavens seems
{0 be a garden in which are a hundred,
perhaps thousands of gtreat bushes
laden with huge snowballs in full
bloom.”

Ah, meteorologist, is that your defini-
tion of the morning clouds?’ Then I
know what Hosea means when he says
“Your goodness s as a morning cloud.”
He means: “You are only a fair
weather Christian. You are only a
Christian when the sun is up and every-
thing {s bright. But you are no Chris-
tion for the time of storms and of
deluge.” Is Hosea calling you a fair
weather Christian, a follower of God
In prosperity, as he was calling
Ephraim and judah?

You say, “I am not a morning cloud
Christian.” Well, if you are not, then
what are you? Can God with all His
omnipotent power put his finger upon
one act of your life where you were
willing to deliberately sacrifice your
own interests or your ease for him?
Have you given to him any of your
money? Have you given to him any
of your time? When you saw his loved
ones unjustly treated, have you been
willing to leap forward and be sacri-
ficed for their sake? Are you and I
ready to sacrifice ourselves for God?
Are we simply morning cloud Chris-

Free to You,
- My Sister

Free to You and Every Sister Woman
Suffering from Woman’s Aillments
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I will muil, free of any charge, my heme |
treatment with full instructions to any sufferer |
from woman's_ailments. I want to tell all |
women about is cure—you, my reader, for i
yourself, your daughter, your mother, or your |
sister. I want to tell you how to cure your- |
selves at home without the help cf a doctor, |
Men canmot understand woman's sufferings.
What we women know from experience we
know better than any doctor. I kmow that my
home treatment is a safe and sure cure for
Leucorrhea or Whitish Discharges, Ulceration,
Displacement or Falllng of the Womb, Pro-
fuse, Scanty or Palnful Periods, Uterine or
Ovarian Tumors or Growths, also pains in the
head, back and bowels, bearing down feelings,
nerveusness, creeping feeling up the spine,
lancholy, hot flash Ees Kkidney
and bisdder troubles where caused by weaks
nesses peculiar to our sex.

I want to send you a complete ten days
treatment entirely free to prove to you that
you can cure yourself at home, easily, quickly
and surely. Remember that it will cost you
nothing to give the treatment a complete trial,
and if you should wish to continue, it w'll
cost you only about 12 cents a week, or less than
two cents a day. It will not interfere with your
work or occupation. Just me 13

tell me how you sulfer if

wish, and I will send you fhe treatment, 'for
your case, entirely fre€, in wrapper, by
return mail. 1 also send you free of cost,
my book ‘ WOMAN'S OWN NMEDICAL AD-
V{sER." with explanatory illustrations sh|
lnglwhy wgmeu suffer, and how they
easily cure the v
éhould” haye i”‘iﬂf‘h'

A . when
“You must have an

operation,” you can decide
for yourself, Thousamds of women have cited
thel‘nnl;e“ with my home remedy. It cures
al or ng. 3 g
To. :othen o: mghfcn. I will exrltiﬂ s
simiple home treatment which speedily ana
effectually cures Leucorrhcea, Green Sickness
and painful or irregular menstruatizn in youn;
ladies, Plumpness and health always resu
from its use. ,
Wherever you live, I can refer you to ladies
of your own locality, who know and will gladly
tell any sufferer that this Home Treata
memnt really cures all women'’s diseases;
and makes women well, strong, plump amn
~robust. Just o’nd me your nds
dress, and the free ten days treatment is
yours, afso the book. Write to-day, as yoy
may not see this offer again, Address £
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| club.”

| totaler? Why, you are beastly drunk.”

tians, unwilling to serve Jesus Christ
except in fair weather, when the sun
is bright and when all things are com-

But there is still another fact to |

re;

Jo! n Eichhorn, the great Germaa

Bible commentator amd critic, gives

of Hosea's writings. He said. “His

| & multiplicity of flowers. Images are
woven upon images, comparison upon |
comparison, metaphor strung upon met- |
aphor. He plucks one flower and throws |
it down that he may directly break off |
| another. Like a bee, he flles from one
| flower bed to another that he may suck

| his honey from the most varied pieces.

i It is a natural sequence that hig figures
sometimes form strings of pearls.” But

| amid all Hosea's poetic pearls and gar-

| lands there is nét one more beautiful
than this of the morning cloud. Why? i
The morning cloud is the first real
beauty that we see in the heavens after
the day has dawned.

I was most powerfully impressed
with this figure last year when up in an
Indian reservation. The evening clouds
and the morning clouds, in the language |
of the meteornlogist, are one. It was |
the evening of a most beautiful day.;
The members of our party had broken |
camp in the morning and gone on 4
ahead, I stayed behind in the woods |
in order to study and write. About 2 |
o'clock in the afternoon I shouldered |
my gun, threw my pack over my shoul-
der and started out to oventake them. |
I walked on and on toward the west. i
The sun, high in the heavens, began;
to drop lower and lower to the edge |
of the herizon. After awhile it was |
like a reflector shining directly at me, |
and 1 had to pull my feklt hat down over |
my eyes to protect them. But no soon- |
er did the sun fall behind the western
hills than it shot its rays up toward
the sky and began to tint the evening |
clouds in the most beautiful colors. |
Now they seemed to be mirrors of fire. |
Now they became great molten lakes of |
gold. Now they were turned into ex- |
quisite lace work. Now they seemed |
to be the great domed heights of the |
cathedrals of the heavens. Ah, it was |
a8 marvelous sight the more marvel-
ous because I knew that within a few
moments, by the atmospheric law of
the west, those hills would be shrouded
in complete darkness. Thus the ﬂgure;
of the morning clouds is the morse |
beautiful because they are the gilded
chariots of the day, which start to rum- |
ble across the boulevards of the sky as
soon as the king of the barnyard has
sounded his reveille to his harem and
the farmer’s boys awake from their
sleep to go forth to do the chores and
to care for the cattle.

“Now, what has the night and morn-
ing cioud to do with our vapory re-
pentanee?” some one asks. Why, do
you not see? The darkness of the night
represents terror or the punishment of
sin. 'The morning cloud represents the
short lived repentence which comes to
some of us just after we have been
punished. Our morning cloud repent-
ances are a great deal like that of
King Pharoah and his courtiers when
the plagues of Egypt came upon them.
God said unto Phareah, “Let my peo-
ple go.” Pharoah would not. Then the
river Nile was turned into a river of
blood, and every challice the king lifted
to his lips seemed to be filled to the
brim with the refuse of the public
slaughterhouse, Then the frogs came
leaping up the palace stairs and crowd-
ed nto every nook and corner, and, as
cobblestones, they covered every street

 and they filled every hallway and bed-
| room. Then came the plague of mur-
' rain, which killed the cattle, Then
| came the falling hail and buzzing lo-
custs. Then came the plague of dark-
ness. So dark was it that all men had
to feel their way around like blind men.
Then came the death of the first-born
in every house. No sooner did these
plagues come than Pharoah would éry
eut: “Enough, enough, enough! O God
of Israel, I have suffered enofigni [ will '
| let thy people go!” But as soon as the

night of suffering and of punishment
| ended the beautiful morning clouds of,

his repentance only kingered a little'
| while, and then they were gone and

gone forever. Do you not see the beau-
| tiful simile of the repentances of our
| lives which come only because we are
| belng punished for our past sins?

l Are you ready to here and now seek !
first the kingdom of God and hls right- '
eousness and have all things added |
unto you? John Gough, the temperance |

| orator, used to tell this pathetic story: ‘;

| In Edinburgh many years ago there
was a clubhouse rented for the pur-
pose of caring for reformed drunkards.
| One night there staggered into thati
house a man who was appallingly!
drunk. “Do you know what place this |
is?” the superintendent said. “This Ia:
not a saloon. This is a teetotalers’
“0I know it sald the man,
“and I am a teetotaler.” “You a tee-

“I know that,” said the man. “I know
I am awfully drunk, but I am a tee-
totaler just the same. I signed the
pledge an hour ago, and I have not'
touched a drop since. 1 have some here
for safety. 1 want to keep the pledge,
but I know I cannot keep it in my
own strength, so 1 have come here to
have you help me keep it.” Ah, the
man was right. Not in his own strength
could he keep the pledge. Not in our
own strength can we keep from sin-
ning. Let us sign the pledge. Let us
resolve mot to sin. But let us run.to
Christ to have him help us to keep that
pledge. In our own strength we are
helpless. Let us be like ¢he olrrus
clouds living high up in the heavens
and not like the morning clouds living
near the soil and of the earth, smelling
earthy. 4

But the morning clouds, in addition
to all their short lived beauty, ara
capable of producing the most mar-

v ptical 1llusi . The atmos-
phere is an elastic invisible fluld which
surrounds our old planet. Its height
has never been determined any more
than the depths of some parts of the
ocean have been fathomed. The at-
mospheric area may be miles high; it
may be hundreds of miles high, But,
no matter how high it is, one fact I8
certain — the atmosphere, among its
many dutles, acts as a protector tn
‘thie earth.  Iticools off the head of the
"sun before the sun rays reach the
earth’s’ surface. It acts as a sus-
shadle, If it were not for the cooling
process off-the atmosphere and the
sun’s rays were allowed to strike di-
rectly upon the fact of the earth. the
sun would burn up this old earth as

. ‘MR®, M, SUMMERS *
‘Box *4 Windsor, Ont.
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quickly as a splinter would be con-
sumed in a Nebuchadnezzar's furnace.
Ao, W = o

ing our way? E
which I want to call your attention in |
rence to the beauty of my text. |
unstinted praise to the poetry imagery |

discourses are like a garland woven of |

,—with their keen, hearty appetites.
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But in passing through its atmosphere |
the sun’s rays may be deflected when |
they meet the morning clouds. The |
morning clouds may act in the same |
way as does a looking-glass in the
hands of a schojlboy. These rays are |
not so much concentrated by the morn- |
ing clouds into one great ball of fire |
as they are sometimes scattered te |
produce the strangest pictures and the |
most entrancing delusions. |
Hermes was not only the messenger‘i
of the mythological gods, but because |
he was also supposed to be the god of
the morning clouds he was called by |
the Greeks the god of deceit, The |
morning clouds are deceiving clouds.
Hermes was the god of the mists, the |
god who was able to deceive by his!
fantastic reflections of the light of the |
sun. But Hermes, with his canvas of
morning clands never drew more false |
pictures than Satan, the enemy of|
Christ, draws when he declares that
the life of a moralist is the life which
shall inherit eternal peace. What says
the Bible? “Do not be a drunkard and |
you shall be saved? Do not be a thief |
and you shall be saved? Do not be a |
murderer and you shall be saved? Do |
not be a libertine or a liar and you
shall be saved?” , no! That was
not the message which Christ gave unto
his disciples. Read the sixteenth chap-
ter of Mark: “Apd he said unto them:
Go ye into all the world and preach the !
gospel to every creature. He that be- |
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved,
but he that.belleveth not shall be
damned.” To live the life of a pure
moralist is not enough. With his left |
hand Christ brushes away the morning |
cloudis of an earthly repentance, and |
with his right hand he points to the
star of Bethlehem, which shines in the |

| darkness of the night, and says, “That,

O s8inner, that is thy guide to lead
thee into paths of eternal joy and peace,
that and that alone.” Oh, my friends, |
will you cease here and: now to rest
your eternal hopes upon the white
fleecy mist of ‘a morning cloud repent- !
ance?

Among the pictures of the late Ve-
reschagin, the great Russian artist,
there is not one which has a more in-
tense interest for art students than
that which was painted above the
clouds. *' The noted artist: wanted to
climb to'the top of one of the Hima-
laya mountains, but the guides re-
fused to. go with him because the dan-
ger was too great. Go Vereschagin did. |
He went alone. He iived jamong the
enow -and ice untd he saw them re-
splendent In thelr most gorgeous colors.
Then' he' palnted his wondérful plcture
entitle@ “Above the Clouds” Higher
than all.the sea of clouds, Vereschagin
portrayed the mighty peaks of the Him-
alayas lifting themselves. Thus may
we be gospel Vereschagins to-day. May
W6 climh the Himalaya heights of Cal-
vary! “Miy ‘we put our hand th Christ's

‘hand ‘afid’ go higher and higher until

We climb above the morning' clouds of
&1 vapory vepentance! ' May wé climk
higher and’higher until'we browse at
the foot of the crossl. .Then may we
paint the mountain peaks of God’s mer- |
cy! We may paint his

of love' ‘anhd’’térgiveness!

like Mosés, ~ mAY" W8'“oomé ‘dc
from the cloud lands &ad' give to ' the
sinful world this picturé,in’the centre
of which we are to be found kneeling
at the foot of the cross! Wilt thou'do
this, O immortal man? 1Is your repent-
ance to be of longer duration than the
morning clouds, or shall we give our
whole nature, mind and soul and
heart, ‘inté his hands td be' made a new
creation, all attuned to hig will, chang-
ed in everything to his nature? Then
shall we know what the apostle meant
when he said, “Beholding as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, we are.changed
into the same image from glory to glory,
even as by the spirit of ‘the -Lord™ May
that be our passionate desire, and then |
we can say with the“psalmist, “I shall
be satisfied when I awake with thy
likeness !’ o
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Secret Diseases of Men’
Come to our office, or write us, and we will make
a thorough and scientific examination of your
ailments Free of Charge. You may have taken
treatment clsewhere without success—we will
show you why it failed. Every man should take
advantage of this opportunity to learn his true
condition, as we will advise him how best to
regain his health and strength and power of
manhood. You need not take treatment after
consulting us unless you desire to. We Trust
¥you until cured.

We make no misleading statements or decep-
tive propositions to the afflicted, nor do we
promise to cure in a week or two when we know*
it will take longer, but we will guarantee a
J complete, safe and lasting cure, in the shortest
posslble time without leaving any injurious effects. For a Ilimited
<ime each disease will be treated for $5 per month until cured. We
guarantee to cure Nervous Debility, Varicocel=, Stricture, Blood Poi-
son, Weakness, Kidney and Urinary complaints. Call at offices or
write for Question List for Home Treatment.
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(WESTERN FAIR

3 An ideal occasion for a family outing.

Daily ascensions of a navigable Air
Ship, always under perfect control. The
most wonderful invention of the age.

Fireworks on a more magnificent and
imposing scale, picturing the great Carnival
of Venice.

Many splendid educational features
for the boys and girls.

For information write

W. & REID, President, e¢
A. M. HUNT, Secretary.
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