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@ District, to nssess the remaining one-third or any
| Jesser number of the inhabitants, if necessary, for
1§ their quota towards the Teacher’s salary, so that the
{} sum to be raised may be fairly contributed by each
i§ and ali. Baut as this general plan may not be found
| applicable to some of the poorer country Districts in
it the Island, 2 clause has been inserted in the Bill
providing that when the inhabitants of a District
4 are unable to raise the vequired sum, in aid of the
“ Teacher’s salary, and that fact be certified to the
i covernment by the Board of Education, and the
| services of the ficensed Teacher can be procured for
the (Government allowunce, or that sum and an
amount in addition less than the proper proportion,
sa such. case the Goverament allowance shall be
wranted and the benefit of the Act extended to that
Distriet.  Another feature of the proposed Bill was
i the abolition of the distinction hitherto mude in favor
| of the Acadian Schools, it being proposed to put
 thicm upon precisely the same footing as the other
@+ Schools in the Island receiving Government aid; and,
it was presumed, that this arrangement would meet
with genernl concurrence in the House, there being
1o good or constitutional reason why oue class or
section of the inhabitants should stand upon a differ-
ent basis, as regards Legislation, from the main
body of the inhabitants, or why the same privileges
should not be extended to all classes and nationali-
1 ties alike. The hon, gentleman then referred to the
aperation of the Act, and to the vast cutlay of money
, whith had been made from yearte vear under it,
aud stated that althovgh the benefit resuiting from it
nad been very great, it had not been quite comnmen-
surate with the expenditure, and he troced it to two
i wnin causes, although appareatly slight in them-
seives,  In the first plage, the original Aet was de-
i dcient in one lnvortant feature, in rcference Lo the
viode of keeping up the number of ssholars tn the
ehoels. It provided, correctly ciough, that a
. wchool should not be established, voless the requisite
Ei number ot 40 scholars were fbund in the Disteict
! hetween certain ages, but the womout they were
1ound, and the School was onee estabiished, that de-
sideratum was lost sight of; and provided u costain
average attendance in the Schools was maintained,
»il was right.  Now this was certainly a detect in
the system, for the numbers in o Distriet aight in-
~rease. or decrease to o very great extent, and i{ such
were the ¢ase, the average attendunce would neces-
anrily be influenced by thut circumstance. The Law,
therefore, should have regulated the average attend-
ance in proportion to the number of scholars in the
Distriet; and this circumstance will, to some extent,
aceount for the second defect in our legislation,
namely, the alterations that have been made in the
Act by repeatedly lowering the standard or average
attendance at the schools, thus infiicting an injury
- upon the great bulk of the schools to meet the case,
perhaps, of a few isolated ones in which the actual
number of children in the District hrd, no doubt,
diminished far below the original number required
by the Statute. To meet this evil it was roposed

the schools should be regulated by ihe number of
children in the Disirict, thus, when thers weve 40
and under 50 childven in a District, there should be
-an average attendane when there were 50,
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children in altendance, and so on in thst proportion;
and, in order to insure this regulation, it was required
that in all agreements hereafier to be entered into
between Trustees and Teachers, the number of chil-
dren in the District should be clearly specified; und
as copies of these agreements were to be sent in to
the Boeard of Education, the means would be at once
afforded of ascertaining the condition of any given
School, and whether it was in a bealthy or languish-
ing condition.  Additional powers and facilities
wore also proposed by the Act to be given to the
Board of Educa"ou to enlarge or re-arrange the
boundarics of Districts, with the assent of the inhabi-
tants, and also with such assent to cenvert two
ordipary Districts into a Grammar Schoeol Districr,
providing that the saluries that would be payuble to
the two ordinary Teachers should be united to form
the salary of a Grammar School Master. And a like
power was also proposed to be given to the Board to
change any comunen District into o Grammar School
Distriet, in cases where the inhabitants were willing
to increase the rate of contribution towards the Mas-
ter’s salary in a {air proportion. This power, it was
hoped, would prove ot advantage to the inhabitants,
cspecially in some of the older and more flourishing
sections of the Island, as enabling them to give u
higher and better education to their sons than the
rdinury District Schools could be expected to im-
part, and would thus prepare them to enter College
with advantage to themselves. Independent of this
machinery, the Bill also contemplated the establish-
ment of three Grammar Schools, one in each capital
of the respective counties, viz: cne in Charlottetown,
cne in Georgetown, and one in Sommerside, to be
placed under the control of the Government, with an
annual salary of one bhundred pounds provided fur
each master, It was also proposed to make an
aiteration in the mode of supervision. It was useless
to expect that any une man could efliciently pertoriu
this duty ; ancther School Visitor was accordingiy tu
be appomnted, and the Island being divided into two
sections, with one Visitor to each, it was not tou
much tv expect a regular quarterly réport from eavh,
and that a more strict and rigid inspection would be
sscured, It was hoped that the efiorts of the one,
in fulfifling bis duties, would operate beneficially cpon
the other, und thus establishing an honorable rivalvy
between them, the interest of Kdueca ion would Lo
promoted.

These were the general features of the proposcd
Bill, the detnils of which the hon. gentleman stated
would be more fully explained in Committee, and he
concluded by moving its second reading.

Hon Me COLES opposed the Bill as the first blow
against the system of Free Education. He believed
that the people were nat wilhing to give it up, because
they were fully aware but for that system the youtis

tof the lIsland would have been nowhere.  The

principle was correct; but under the proposed Bili,
if the parents did not pay, the children would lose
their education.

Hon Mr LONGWORTH was of opinion that if
parents were required to contribute something to-
wards the education of their children, it would be an
advantage to themselves—it would not only induce
them to send their childrén more regularly to school,

but to take a deeper interest in their progress while




