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The Meaning of Kiwanis Membership
Notes of an Address of Welcome by J. Roy Sanderson, Ph.D.

(Vice-President, 1926)

Many different phases of the 
"meaning of Kiwanis have been 
given. This is quite natural, as 
that which the word lx i wan is stands 
for is. like white light. composed of 
many parts, and these parts become 
apparent only under analysis. All 
are beautiful.

Onr motto is service.
Onr slogan—we build.
Onr objective, a square deal for 

the underprivileged child, onr fu
ture citizen.

Service can mean only one thing 
- value rendered to others.
There was a time when the horse 

and tin* mountain stream ran wild; 
there was activity, but not service. 
The horse and the mountain stream, 
however, were harnessed, and for 
many centuries have been of value. 
Horsepower has resulted in a great 
advance in onr material civiliza
tion. So valuable, indeed, has been 
the service of the horse, that horse
power today has become a standard 
for measuring many other kinds of 
power.

As we look ont upon society to
day we cannot but observe many 
men, running wild : there is activity, 
hut no service. Today, however, 
service clubs are doing somthing to
wards harnessing these wild men. 
and directing their energies into the 
channels of service. And. what 
horsepower has meant in our ma
terial civilization, manpower will 
mean to our spiritual civilization.

What limit less power for . good 
there is in the aggregate of human 
heiiigs—so much of which is now 
going to waste, waiting to lie har
nessed and utilized for community 
good !

Kiwanis is a community service 
club, and that means an association 
of men harnessed for social service. 
In Vancouver this means that owing 
to the interest of some 2Ô0 men, an 
almost incredible amount of useful 
work has been done for underpriv
ileged boys in this city, building 
them up into wholesome men. not 
only for their own sakes, but tor the 
sake of the communities of the next 
generation, instead of allowing them 
to rot and to spread disease in those 
commun it ies of the future.

The community life of Vancouver 
has been aided by Kiwanis in vari
ous other ways, t<> which it is not 
necessarv here to call attention.

I he Vancouver Kiwanis Club, 
therefore, as a community service 
dub. looks to ids members to give a 
portion of their time, and possihh 
something of their substance, and a 
great deal of their interest. to com
munity building. This is good for 
them, and good for the community, 
too.

Compared with ordinary stan
dards, the rendering of such service 
may appear almost generous. But 
that is only because we are living 
in an age which is accustomed to 
the misplacing of values. Twenty- 
five hundred years ago in Athens the 
situation was the reverse. “No full 
Athenian citizen had any business, 
or work of money-getting to do. Yet 
the Athenian citizen worked, and 
usually was a very busy man. But 
all his work was for the city, and 
for it he got no pay.* We seem to 
have gone to the other extreme, and 
from first to last strive to make all 
our work count for individual ma
terial advancement. A mean be
tween these two extremes is pro
vided by the Kiwanis. and other 
community service clubs. Kiwanis 
takes men from their individual 
aims at certain times during the 
week, and uses their energies and 
abilities in social aims.

When individuals thus give up to 
community good, time that other- 
wist* might be used for selfish ends, 
do they deserve any credit for so 
doing? Not a bit—except that of 
exercising good .judgment. Altru
istic service is a man's salvation. 
Without it his soul becomes in- 
grown ; it shrivels to over smaller 
proportions until tlie time comes tor 
the reading of his will. Life de
mands expansion, not contraction, 
and one often wonders if we. as men. 
realize that unless we expand from 
the seed of the individual man to the 
fruit of the social man we cannot 
attain to full growthr Would it not 
be a pitv to «lie before reaching full 
growth? Community service pro
vides the opportunity for such de 
velopment to maturity. In such an 
organization as Kiwanis one max 
learn tin* art of expansion, so that 
if the Kiwanis spirit be properly 
assimilated, even one's otherwise 
selfish pursuits become avenues for 
social.expansion.

In the Vancouver Kiwanis Club 
arc representatives of nearly two 
hundred vocations. Think for a mo

ment what this means ! Instead of 
-•>0 remaining within their individ
ual compartments, they come out to 
week I \ luncheons and to commit
tee meetings, and plan to carre out 
Kiwanis work for the benefit of the 
community. In Kiwanis they all 
have an interest in common, how
ever ditt event their daily oceupa- 
t ions may he. On these occasions 
the accountant meets the barrister, 
the druggist meets tin* insurance 
man. the hardware merchant meets 
tin* clothier, tin* musician the phy
sician. I'lie retired man comes out 
of his retirement and shakes hands 
with the publisher ; the sculptor 
converses with the transportation 
mail; the physical director associ
ates with the I Diversity Dean. Each 
man learns to work with ami to 
know all the others.

Again, think ,what a broadening 
influence this has upon each. The 
barrister, tor example, gets an op
portunity to see the real human 
brotherliness which ex.sts in all our 
hearts, especially under the influ
ence of the social atmosphere of the 
club. The lumberman learns, as lie 
sits at table with the artist, that 
there is more in trees than wood. 
The legislator can forget men in the 
mass. ■ for whom lie devises legisla 
t ion. and think of them as ( ieorge.
I toy, or Era nk. each with lis separ
ate individuality. Those who feed, 
clot lie. end shelter our bodies, as 
the\ «gather at our tables, see that 
w have mimIs as well as bodies. 
And 1 hose who have to «lo with t he 
training of the mind, come to real 
ize that hod \ a in I mind a re so close 
I y related that what affects the one 
a ffect s the < it her, t o« ».

In short, association within a Ki
wanis club brings home to each of 
us that none is sufficient unto him
self. that each one contributes his 
part to a community of interests. 
As Kiwanians thus associate t hev ex 
perience a broadening m their out
look upon I ite. a broadening from 
the individual to the community 
point ot view. When we attain to 
the com11ninit \ point of view, then 

i ami tlien only «h» we rise to the 
status of full cit izensh p In this 
way. Kiwaiiians become builders, 
of tlie welfare of the community, 
that larger organism in which each 
man is but as a cell, and tor the 
glory of which he lives.


