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DOCTRINAL SKETCHES.—No, 18. | He is faithfal and just to forgive us our
”ains, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
JUSTIFICATION, | Dess,

Perhaps no single blessing is, in the New | A still more aflecting view of this st ot
Testament, more largely and frequently | °TCY 13 presented to us by Sother am
dwelt upon than the forgiveness of sin-, To which is used 1o describe b U.od et
obtain it for man, while yet upholding and /3¢her, and as such adopts the penitent be-
vindicatiug the divine law, was the object 'ever into His family. . From that family
both of the incarnation and of the sufferings with all its privileges, sin has excluded us.
and death of the Son of God. The gospel | ' © are ‘b'v wovein s s by
which be enjoined His apostles to preach 1o Proctice *straugers n?d foreiguers,” but
eyery creature was “ repentance and remis. | ¢ pardoning love of God makes us «fel-
sion of sins in His name.” In the actual‘ W citizens »w:nh the saints, anfl of the
bestowment of pardon there is made m‘ui__!bouoebold of God.” A Sovereign might
fest ** the riches of His grace ; wherein He |P2rdon, yet dismiss the resiored rebel from

hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and [''® Presence; the Judge might acquit the |-

prudence.”  Statements such as these chal- | Prisoer at the bar, yet decline to treat him
lenge our most devout attention. If thig | 8 ® friend ; but. S father SOt Eecaive hiy
doctrine of revelation be rightly understood, | "étUrnivg prodigal  otherwise than with
we shall doubtless gain the key to the ua. | °PeD ur'ms, melting llgarl, alfd .glla!ung af-
derstanding of the whole “truth as it js jp | [€ction 5 }.lc places bim again in Lis place
Jesus.” And this blming really enjoyed, in the hum’l)', he comfo!-ts ln'm, he eurxc_hen
“ all” other things are ours.” him, he rS'Jole:ﬂ over him with ecstatic joy.

The coudition into which the offence of |A2d 80 with God. + Behold what mauner
the first Adam brought the human race was | Of love - the Father hath bestowed S .
one of condemnation, From this result al] | b8t We should be Shlied the sous of God!
our miseries. That man is feeble, that he How very full of comfort is the SSOuBoe:
is the subject of pain wnd grief, that he is ff]eu’" made in reference to the Saviour, that
doomed to death s the consequence of his | 2% Mauy as received Him, to them gave
forfeiture of the divine favour. But this is
not all. On the same ground he is the sub-
ject of spiritual death, Because he Las
lost the favour of God, he has been deprived
of the seal and evidence of that favour in
the indwelliug of the Holy Spirit. Hence
his depravity. The temple of the human
heart, being forsaken of its God, has fallen
into decay, and has become thie habitation
of every unclean and malevolent spirit.
While therefore (he atonement of Christ
avails to prevent the full execution of the
Sentence, *‘the soul that sinneth it sball
die ;” while it procures for us the gracious
energy of the Holy Spirit to reprove of gin,
of righteousness and of Jjudgment ; and
though, as the effect of all this, man may
‘“repent and turn to God, and do works f hould : .
meet for repentance,” yet until there is a |'°F¢ shoulc presume on a g:jucx'?us:.s't?te
personal embrace of the atouement, a per- ;xlsllrnlg, l}’“l'.“,‘se % e g e’ff'“" {he
sonal acceptance with God through that Jluft r" g “le ll.’y "“lh" ‘.5“"“1. "f‘qf
atonement, man is deprived of auy title to :u.;‘e ore in the !'bcrty wherewith Chris®
the blessings of the New Covenant, and ["'#th madeus free.
stands exposed to the wrath of God. Not
only so, but the longer that he remains in
this condition the more difficult must his
deliverance from it become. His guilt is
continually increasing.  The separation
between his soul and God is constantly
widening. His habits of sin, of sloth, ir-
resolution, aud of unbeljef gradually, but
not less surely assume a fixed and rigorous
form; and the blessed Agent, by whom his
recovery is at all rendered practicable is
* vexed,” * grieved,” and often *¢ resisted.”
No wonder then if His influences are
*“ quenched ;” no wonder if the heart hard-
ened by the deceitfulness of sin become in-
sensible to the monitions and promptings of
the Holy Spirit.

That, therefore, which - changes the con-
dition of man, or his relation towards God,
must be a matter of the highest importance
tous. Divine forgiveness is this saving
act. Letus look at the scriptural account
of it.

It is the sole prerogative of God to pardon
stn.  Against Him  have all our offences
been committed. He alone knows their
number, nature, and aggravation. Sove-
reign over His own universe, and bound by
His own perfections to maintain the order
of creation, no one can suspend the execu-
tion of His laws, much less reverse thejr
peualty, except Himself, Besides, - all
hearts are open before Him, and He alone
can decide whether the state of mind essen-
tial to the reception of pardon has been
reached. No man can forgive sins, then,
but God only. It is God that justifieth.

In this act of divine clemency all guilt is
cancelled. Hereis no distinction of mortal
and vevial transgressions. All unrighteous-
vess is sin. The guilt of one transgression
would as effectually bar our way to eternal
life, would as certainly sink us to perdition,
as the guilt of many. But *“the sins that
are past,” without limitation, are freely for-
given. Indeed the offers of mercy rather
look to the worst offences, implying that if
these are pardoned the others must also be
remitted. * Though your sins be as scarlet
they shall be as white as snow ; though
they be red like crimson they shall be as
wool.”  * Let the wicked forsake his way,
aod the unrighteous man his - thoughts, and
let him return unto the Lord and He will
have mercy upon him, and to our God for
He will abundantly pardon.”

It is in confirmation of this view, and
more fully to elucidate the mercy of God
that the act of forgiveness s, in ‘\fﬂw Tevsta-
ment phraseelogy, styled justification. \'\ ere
the guilt of all our violations of the divine
law not removed, our persons could not
stand in a state of acceptance before God.
But unto this gracious state every believer
enters, and, so long as he retains faith i_u
Christ, in this state he remains. “'hutl is

eant by the assertion that ‘“to him that ’ i T
$orke!h’;mt. but believeth on Him that JUB- ed by ﬂo"l\f“d _JUl‘“h“ l::m:uxl:(l)l:ed lllﬁm Z
tifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for igure.” 5 o snlr. ! baptism—we may say
Not certainly that the sin- | figure, it was a real baptism ¢ may 4
: sod |8 literal baptism—and see how it was per
ner is, or that he can be regarded by God : : Ilt was * shod fith™ 3 ‘ot
as absolutely righteous. But this much at | formed. un i ponred out® "aod it was
least that be now is acquitted of all guilt, | upon, nr“s high
that he is freed trom feogemnation th"“ pa:vel}ﬂnt)lm ;)i:’tauaqi.r think that water
all his sins are blotted out, and that l{? is b t'e ie:(: hﬂ;l‘(‘ i ;)'mbolic of the de-
now treated by * God the judge of all” as | bap mn} :, Spirit, which is a glorious re-
if he had not sinned. And more than  this, 9‘13}*'“" o slo:l sf::iln‘u baptism. But if the
the term justification as it is a legal term is :a' )li’s:l of the HoI;Ghost be'what the: Doc.
doubtless employed to show that though | bap 78 it is—* only a figure ;” then what
mercy has been exercised, it has not been |tor SRys i1y % y b of that

e : is water baptism? The substance

at the expense of justice. Pardon is the figure? or is it a figure of a figure; the
act of a Sovereign_, which though R fully' s?mbol of & §ymbol ; the shadow oF & sha-
clears the guilty might yet on principles of di) vshat’s: thai ?

équity be questioned. But jastification Simon Magus, Mr. Chairman, got the
cannot be questioned. -It Bsencmie: k. e Doctor’s sub:muce the thing itself—the
principles of right and Justice have no fur-  one baptism,” aod little good it did bim
i sl foikadle, T, filishe: gospel | 956 bt ane e g gall of bitter-
sense, pardon and justiﬁgnuo‘n are (t?g. gzss and in ;he bond of iniquity—he had no
" Through this man,” said St. Paul, “is lot nor part in this matter—that is, no part
preached uuto you the fqrgivenes_s of sins, in Spirit baptism—the Doctor’s * figure,”
and by Him all that believe are Jusl.lﬂed.' Pe phe did ot get that mere figurative,
All manuer.of sin, every transgression is ha{low thing, sir, it might have couverted
pardoned, is blotted out, no more to'be e ;ig ,ouly and u;ade a new man of him—he
Mambered sgainscibe belisver.. Rl in this t “one baptism” but not the real one,
very act such reference is made to the death (g:ere is ‘one’ he did not get, that had not
of(;l‘rist‘_by God who accepts 1t in the t ‘fallen upon’ him—that is what the
d'noer’s stead, by the sinner who Rcspts gfsci les got—Jesus being by the right hand
it as his enly plea,—* that God CRE Dy jout £ Gl:)d exalted and haviog received of the
and the justifier of him et Bulierath 6 ;‘ ther the promise of the Holy Ghost he
Jesus ;” nay, more, by lbisJOlut. acceptance hath shed forth this which ve now see and
of Christ the justice of God is *showed |ba =

= : - | hear.” Lo . .
e o deer o M o, fn i sl i

to them that believe in His name!”

The scriptural view of pardon then is
this :—1It is an uct of divine mercy by which
Wwe are placed in a new relation to God,—
absolved, acquitted, adopted into His fami-
ly ;—it is procured for us by the death of
our Lord Jesus Christ ; and it is obtaiged
on the condition of faith alone, of faith in
lis blood, as poured out for us, and of His
resurrection aud intercession at the right
baod of the Father. It tollows, too, that
this act only avails for us so long as we be-
lieve in Christ. Sip always brings condem-
bation. If pardon and Jjustification are
one—as we have shown them to be—then
he who needs pardon again for actual offen-
ces, needs justification too. No one, there-

C.s.
(For the Provincial Wesleyan.)
“ MISAPPLICATION OF SCRIP-
TURE.

In the Christian Messenger of July 12th,
Which a friend has put into my hand, there
i8 & commiinication from Revy. De. Tupper,
under the above heading, beginniug with
these words ; ¢ attempts are often made to
sustain an unscriptural sentiment or prac-
tice by the application of texts to a subject
to which they have no reference, together,
with groundless conjectures.” The Dr.
has verily advertised his own course of ac-
tion in the above statement ; of this tact the
writer can furnish some * remarkable illus-
trations,”

In & public debate on the mode of bap-
tism between the Dr. and Rev. J. T., of
which I have notes by me, Mr. T. read the
words of John in relation to his own bap-
tism aud that which Christ should adminis-
ter; I indeed baptize you with water, but
*“ He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire,”—and showed from Acts ii.,
how the fulfilment was made visible—that
in the amount of the baptizing element as it
appeared in the form of * cloven tongues
like as of | fire,” there could not be an im-
mersion by that which bore the relative
proportion of a human tongue to the human
body, and that the action or motion which
marked this baptism precluded the possibil-
ity of the * plunge” of the subject into the
element. That to substitute immersion for
baptism would require a complete change
in the relative position of the Baptizer and
the subject, and likewise an action so total-
ly unlike the pattern shown as to demon-
strate the immersion theory to be of human
invention—the Doctor’s interrupting voice
cried **That baptism was figurative, only
figurative.” Mr. T. * figurative #” Dr.T.,
¢ Yes,only figurative.”” ~ Mr. T., Mr. Chair.
man, will Dr. Tupper tell me, that where
the Lord Jesus had come from heaven and
so far accomplished his mission of mercy
as to make expiation for human guilt, and
then ascended to the throne of Mediator-
ship, there to receive gifts for men—and
bade his disciples wait for the baptism of
the Holy Ghost, spoken of by Joel, by
the other Prophets and by John, and that
when he did" send it upon them it was no-
thing more than a flgure? The baptism
of fire and of power a fizure? That the
great change effected in their spiritual be-
ing and character ; that zeal and holy cour-
age which led them forth to proclaim Jesus
and the resurrection in the city where He
had been put to death as an imposter was
the effect of a figure ? a shadow, a meta-
phor! That the miraculous cudowmeu%-—
the * gift of tongues’ was the effect of a
** figure.” That the promise of God utter-

He power 10 become the sons of God, even |

the words of John, “ He shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost and with fire,” meant
that believers should receive the Holy
Ghost, but that the unbelievers should - be
baptized, « plunged” into the fires of bell
(!) he read the context, and quoted some
authors in support of his opinions, (and
with the Dr. some authors seem to be in-
fallible, Rev. J. Trotter for instauce —afier
giving his opinion on a certain point, he
asks—“Is not this decisive?”’ See com.
July 12.) Now Mr. Editor, from extracts
from potes of the debate, I think I have
shown that the Doctor painted his own por- |
trait in his letter of 12th of July. f
Mr. T. did not reply to the Dr’s. remarks |
concerning - ¢ the plunge into the fires of
hell,” but to other parts of his rejoinder :

. . . 4
but he said in my hearing afterwards, « it

was not worthy a reply, if I had noticed it $rom the fascinating sin, which wooes from the !

I should have said, Dr, Tupper has been
'trying for two hours to make out an in-
[ stance of Christian baptism by immersion
on record in the Scriptures. He has |
| failed, no instance is to be found there.
l He seems determined to make out a
case, if not by water, by, fire. To make
out this case he has woefully pervert-
’ed Scriplure. by changing a promise in-
10 & threatening; a blessing into a curse.
What is shown to us in the Secriptures as
cloven tongues like as to fire’ is represent-
ed by him to be a lake of fire, and“instead
of the Scriptural words ¢ sat upou them,’
he would put ¢ plunged into.’

I began with the Doctor’s word-painting
of himselt, and others of like faith and or-
der, and will close with words, than which
in view of his strange attempts to make
out a ease of baptism by immersion none
can be more appropriate. Surely a cause
which requires such glariog misrepresenta-
tions and such 8ross perversions of Scrip-
ture iuto with extravagant and unreason-
able conjectures must be destitute of any so-
lid or Seriptural basis.”

P.
August, 1871,

—e--
(From the Methodist Recorder).

THE REV. W. M. PUNSHON AT TUE
METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE.

The announcement that Mr. Punshon would
preach in Mr. Spurgeon's magnificent Taber-
nacle on Tuesday evening in aid of the Metro-
politan Wesleyan Chapel Fund naturally ex-
cited great interest, and the audience, as had
been anticipated, was very large, the great
building being well filled. The lesson was
read and the two first bymns were given out by
the Rev. G ervase Smith, M. A. The whole of
the three bymns sung during the service are
contained both in Wesley's Hymns and ** Our
Own Hymn-book,” used at the Tabernacle
They were, ** Jesu, Lover of my soui,” *¢]
thirst, thou wounded Lamb «f God,” and
‘ ‘From all that dwell below the skies.” The
singing of these hymns to good and familiar
tunes by the immense congregation was ** as
the voice of many waters,” and was evidently
enjoyed by thousands well used to the songs of
Zion. In offering prayer, Mr. Smith did not
forget to ask that Divine Providence might con-
tinue to smile upon the pastor and the people
of the Tabernacle, and that Mr. Spurgeon
might be instrumental in turning thousands
more unto righteousness.

Mr. Punshon selected as his text, Romans
vi. 22: * But now, being made free from sin,
and become servants to God, ye bave your
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
lite.” In a brief ntroduction he sketched the
teaching of the preceding chapters, and refer-
red to the apostle's injunction to boly living as
that which was at once the original design of
the new covenant, and its most profitable ser-
vice. - The subject was then divided under
three heads, to the two first of which the dis-
course was principally confined : First, freedom
which tends to service ; second, service which
works purity ; third, purity which is finished

depraved and
lost; they would never be made free if they
plumed themselves upon anesstral privilege or
upon fictitious character—if they asked the
boon on the filse pretences of real indifference

Wuho-e.‘ivin‘hwpeulo(gmtpriu
as the brightest gem in the nobie’s coronet ;
putting such a spirit into the doing of the
meanest drudgery as 10 ** make that and the
action fine.” Ob ! never forget it! If the beart

or of unhumbled pride. But coming in their is right with God the work will mcline for the

true character, with the iron in the soul and
with the cry upon the lips, the spirit within
them would a0 longer gender to bondage, and
rich and ample should be their ever-growing
treedom.

** Made free from sin,” from the tyraony ot
evil habit, from passions turbulent and unruly,

worship; and in the duty of every day,
it be devoutly done, there will be s sacrifice
which God delighteth to bonour. Intercourse
with the world, such intercourse as our voca-
| tion makes necessary, may be dangcrous. Be
it s0; but danger is Christian discipline, and
ot be who never meets an enemy, but he who

from the ancient reign of self, cruelest and most ™eets and masters him, is beir to the abundant

; from the well-circumstanced

sin which appeals to the wedker nature, into

every wrinkle of which # fits like a cast of clay;

lips of endeaiment, or from the a

glance of beauty; from the imperious sin,
which is commanded from the seat of autbority,
whose grossness custom glosses, aud whose
performance caste demands ; from the disguis-
ed sin, the foul fiend that Ppasses for an angel,
until those who are of heavenly citizenship, de-
tect the imposture from the false sheen upon
the wings : the vice which steals the garmen:s
of the holy, that in cloak and veil it may be
taken for a virtue, until the heollow hypocrisy
is shamed at the touch of some Ithuriel spear.
‘“ Made free from sin” so thoroughly that
there shall remain not & fetter of its bondage,

death; so completely that the tyrant shall be
bruised in the head of his power, and the mo-
tions of sin within shall be repressed as soon as
they rise ; so eteraally that we may be admitted
within the gates wherein nothing can enter
which dcfileth, and stand unblemished in the
presence of the shining ones, and be presented,
passing through the brilkiang ordeal of celestial
fire, * faultless in the presence of” God's
‘ glory.” Brethren, was there ever freedom
like this® It it be true, as it is, that the mea-
sure of the progress of a race is the measure of
the progress of the individuals who compose it,
then the old historic reco. ds of the world must
pale their fame before the story of one soul's
conversion; and grand as are the memories
which linger on the plains of Marathon, or in
** Thermopyls's immortal shade,” or on some
glorious hill top which has been the altar where
in fierce baptism of bibod, a nation has been in-
stalled among the free, they are less inspiring
than that chronicle of ‘grace and struggle by
which a poor, erring, prisoned spirt of man
was made free from sin, and, ** walking at lib-
erty, because it kept his precepts,” had become
a ‘““servant unto God.” Oh may it be ours
through Christ to become partakers ot this
treedom, that with all integrity, diligeace, fi-
delity, affection, we may become true servants
unto God!

The ** service which works purity * was then
dwelt upon. While'the service of sin was bar-
ren and disappointing, the service of God
brought forth fruit—ample, beautiful, remun-
erative fruit. The service of sin—no fruit, the
end death; the service of God—fruit unto
holiness, the end everlasting life. Holiness
was not to be found in the ancient philosophies,
nor in the loftiest systems of morality which
were not based upon the revelation of God.
The two ideas represented by the word holi-
ness were those ot separation and of purity,
aud in the Cbristian system they could nct be
putasunder. The first approach to holiness in
the buman soul must be in the glad surrender ot
all its powers to God; and the same principle
which prompted the devotion to his service
would urge the devoted man to trample upon
all impurity and to root it out of his nature.
*“Fruit” implied cultivation, growth, ma-
turity. The tree lived by appropriation from
everything outside of it which it could press
into its service; and it appropriated in order
that it might distribute. And so the Christian,

i everlasting life. And forcibly pointing out
the difference between freedom and license,
and showing the atter to be the most degrad-
ing bondage, the preacher illustrated the free-
dom of the Cbristian's service by several beau-
tiful illustrations : —

Watch the lark as she rises from the tufted
clover, cleaving her upward way to a height
80 visionless that she becomes but a spot in
the sky. Doth not every pulse of the bird beat
with the glad sense of freedom? But she is a
servant to that higher law of maternal instinct
which draws ber down even from heaven's gate
to the spat where, all carefully concealed, ber
callow fledglings lie. There is freedom in the
heart of the emigrant as be reclaims the forest
for a garden and ‘‘ subdues the earth for s
bome—reigning as a king in the wild wood,
*“ where once the panther lapped the loaely
stream "—but there is an olden memory which
can sway his spirit still ; he is bound by a spell
from which be does not wish deliverance to the
copee which bis childhood's feet have trodden,
or to the mound beneath which his mother was
laid to rest. Did you never read the story
bow, in the days of accursed slavery, a humane
master presented to one ot his negroes the
papers of his treedom, and how the freed one
fell on bis knees, and in the surprise of grati-
tude and gladness vowed a life-long service,
bound not by law, but by love. And if instinct,
and memory, and gratitude, can thus make
freedom and service consist, surely, whea the
mind hath received spiritual discernment, and
understands the analogy of faith, and has been
taught the secret of the Lord, there will be no
contradiction in the terms—the Lord’s freeman
and the Lord's servant—nay, the Lord's free-
man, therefore the Lord’s servant, bound by the
new-found rapture of liberty to a more loyal
obedience than before. The Christian freedom
then, is a freedom which tends to service, and
it is prompted thereto both by the method in
which the freedom was brought about, and by
the nature of the freedom itselt. Freedom from
bondage may be achieved or conferred. It may
be realised by the might of the slave's strosg
arm, or by the bounty of the master’s liberal
band, or yet again by the intervention of a
champion who throws open the doors of the
prison, and bids the oppressed go free.

The greatness of the boon conferred on fle
pardoned sinner acd the infinite condescension
which stoops to accomplish it were then noted ;
and it was shown bow the first step towards

grateful for all external means, generous in the
bestowment of all blessings—in steady, un-
pausing growth, should bear ** fruit unto holi-
oess.” He should be strong in the experience
born of that patience which tribulation worketh
—a more intrepid wrestler for his every fall.
Gazing upon the glory of God's perfect purity
he should grow into the brightness on which he
gazed—assimilated because desiring ; like Him,
because he “ sees Him as He is.” This boli-
ness gathered in the heart, and was evolved
from the character, by the faithful discharge
of duty. How utterly were they mistaken
who,to find it, fled to the seclusion of the clois-
ter or the cell. That was but a sickly growih
which piued in the shade, and to which the sun
gave no ripening and the storm no strength.
There was no room in this crowded earth for
the exotic plants which needed delicate pur-
ture and their own special patch of soil.

Brethren are you tempted in this wise ? You
are toiling for the bread that perisheth. Your
business is commonplace, and has about it no
odour of sanctity. It seems hopeless to speak
to you of unworldliness and of mastery over
evil, and of over-growing purity, and of a con-
stant walk with God. *“They are beautiful
truths,” you are apt to think and to say,
** bigh ideals of charactor which enkindle and
inflame my desire, but they are not for me.
Earth-bound, with nothing noble nor conse-
crating in my life, forced by the hard needs of
my lot to be a trader in vanity, an acolyte, if
Do: a priest, at the altar of Mammon : they are
not, they cannot be, tor me. Let the rest
came ; let me walk among the breezy hills, far
from the strife, and greed, and sweep, and
roar of passion, “covetomneu, and pleas-
ure. There may I bappily, in the eventide of
life, wait and worship ; but not now, not here!”
Ab ! this is precisely the error against which
I wish to guard you. Holiness is not a change-
able garment, to be fittedon to you at the
pleasure of another; it is a comely outgrowth
trom an inner lite, - It is not something which
needs to bave its surroundings adjusted and
prepared; it is something which makes all out-
ward circumstances glow with its own beauty,
and work out its Master's will. If religion will
not avail everywhere, it will not avail you any-
where. It consecrates the coarsest labour, and
glorifies the commonest sel.-denial. At the
toge, at the plough, on the line or on the wave
whetber you legislate in the city balls, or sweep
the city streets, in the presence of the highest,

being made free from sin was te be made eon-

/

P

not & rag of the grave-cloth of the body of

entrance, ¥ palm-branch and
{the crown. Yes! it is the ses vice which works
Ilhp-ricyhth heart where Jesus dwells.
| sequence! and the master
with the messenger. Listen to the mvitation
which has rolled its music down the ages, lift-
ing up many & spirit, that was fainting and un-
glazing the film from many a dyi
unto me, all ye that labour, and
and I will give you rest.”
words a thousand times. Did you ever get
the beart out of them yet ? Ye bave toiled hard
and long,andyou labour has been wearyand pro-

burdened soul. Well, but what follows P Take
wy yoke upon you.” What!another yoke. We
bave only just got rid of one. It is to be, after
all, only au exchange of masters ? Indeed dear
'frien/dupn is all. The rest is not a Sybarite
life, a lite of rapture in idleness. The yoke
must be-borne, but it is one which never frets
the shdulder. 1Is this not manlier, nobler, bet-
ter every way, more fitting for the heirs of roy-
al bleod, to do something, than to sleep, and
dream and die. But till what follows ? ** And
ye shall find rest. Oh strange and exquisite
surprise! A rest promised on the faith of
which we come to Christ ! A yoke imposed so
s0on as the rest is given! And in the very
bearing of the yoke g higher rest earned and
found! Rest given freely from remorse, con-
demnation, sorrow. Labor without weariness
and without ceasing in the new service, and ia
the labor as its resuit, as its wages-—rest in the
completed conditions of the higher nature ; in
the whole soul's reliance working the whole
soul’s conformity, as if, like Jobn, we heard
the Master’s whispers as he lay upon his bosom ;
and then, beyond the fleeting present, the
‘‘rest that remaineth,” the long ecstatic eternal
Sabbath of the skies.

Mr. Punshon concluded with an earnest ap-
peal to his hearers to bring forth ** fruit unte
boliness™ that the end might be ‘* everlasting
life.”

The attendaace, we learn, numbered about
5,500 persons, and the collection amounted to
£107 7s., being at the rate of about five pence
for each persoa.

— —

THE FREE-TRADE HALL MEETING.

We drew attention last week to the powerful’
meeting held at the Free Trade Hall, Manches
ter, on the evening of the 20d inst, Among
the sprakers were the Rev. G. T. Perks, M.
A., and Dr. Jobson. In the course of his re-
warks, Mr. Perks said :

It should not be forgotten that while during
the past yoar we have had to mourn over a
small decrease in our membership at home, we
have during the same period bad to rejoice over
a considerable increase in our membership
abroad, both on the foreign stations and in con-
nection with the Affiliated Conferences. This
fact ought not to be overlooked, and furnishes
encouragement on the ground of the inner unj-
ty of our common Methodism. It is indeed
a refreshing thought that the resl Chureh of
Christ is esseatially one. We may have our
denominational characteristics aad preferences
in relation to our creeds, our modes of wor.
ship, and our systems ot church government ;
but underlying these superficial and circum-
stantial diversities, there is a broad and solid
toundation of truth and coarity on which we
maioly rest, and where we are substaatially one
** There is one body,” and all the parts of that
one body, if there is any life in them, sympa-
thise with each other. If other Churches are
visited with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
and with large accessions of saved souls, we
can rejoice and do rejoice. It is so with
our beloved Methodism. A revival in Ceylon
is felt in Manchester ; a revival in Demerara is
feltio London. Local revivals are universal
blessings ; and why ? Because believing prayer,
which is the richest endowment of the Charch
is thereby increased. Aud it is an unspeaka-
Lle mercy that such an endowmeat is the uni-
versal heritage of God's people. We are
thankful whea God inclines men with large re-
sources and larger hearts to build us commo-
dious and elegant sanctuaries in crowded cities
and in our quiet bamlets; but we cannot all
build sanctuaries. We are thaokful that the

You bave read the|

fitless. Come unto Me, and rest. Sweet word .'l
Heaven hath no sweeter to the hard-toiling undj

given
not the spirit of fear, but of power, of love,
and of a strong mind ; let ns ply our wissionary
agencies, both at home and abroad, with un-
wonted earnestness and liberabity ; let us do
what we can no: only as Methodists and denom-
vationalists,but as patriots'and pbilanthropists,

if to give to the children of the masses a souad

secular aod religious education ; let us do more
thaa ever to foster and diffuse a pure and in-
vigorating Christian literature ; but when we
bave done our utmost let us cast ourselves
upon God. If we are faithtul to the memory
"of our fathers,” to our divine call to the holy
ministry, to the wonderful openings of Provi-
| dence at home and abroad, to the form of sound
! doctrine which we have received, we shall see
{botter days for Methodism. * (od is in the

agrees| midst of ber, she shall not ba moved ; God shall

' help her, and that right early.”
! Our readers will be glad to leam that the
| Rev. Dr. Jobson is fast recovering trom the

resume his usual place in town and among his
brethren and friends in a fow days. Ilis indis-
| position was induced by incssant public services
‘ during the last four months in London, Ireland,
the Isle of Man, and in Wales; and culminat-
ed in the above meeung. Among the words
| reported to us as spoken by Dr. Jobson, when
religious fervour and zeal seemed to rise to
their utmost height on earth, are the following :

The President had undoubtedly realised the
key to the extraordinary meeting in which so
many thausands were then assembled. It was
the old Jerasalem spirit that was among them.
It was, in fact, the Holy Ghost of the Pente-
cost, without whom all material advancement,

framework and nice adjustment of systems of
external agency would be as nothing. As one
bad just observed, they must have the living
Spirit in the midst of the wheels, or all ponder-
ous machinery—and none sooner thaa that of
Methodism— would smash down into ruin and
destructior. The cry of Israel now, as ot old,
must be, ** Where is the Lord God of Elijah P
They must, as did the prophet, bow themselves
down seven times to the ground, until a cloud
like unto a man's band should be seen rising
above the horizon; until that cloud spread and
extended over the whole heavens; and until
i all parts of the Conmexion there arose the
exultant cry, ** There is a sound of abundance
of rain.” The world was dry and parched—
yea, as Mr. M'Aulay had deseribed it from the
death vision of Ezekiel, the valley swept silent
and chill on all sides around, ** The boues are
very many, and they are very dry.” But, see !
in the midst of the valley arises a lite-giving
cross. The command is given to prophesy.
Let them do so prayerfully, crying, * Come
trom the four winds and breathe upon these
slain,” and suddenly there ishould be a rustling
heard on every band—yea, the Lord and giver
of life should quicken and animate them. Bone
should come to bone, sinew and flesh and skin
should come upon them ; life shonld come into
them, and a vast living army should be raised
up even out of the valley of death for the Lord,
Should this Spirit of Life be given, as it would
be in answer to prayer, then the separation be-
tween the Church and the world—between the
living and the dead—would be marked and
positive. Then Christian union and fellowship
in class-meetings and lovefeasts would be a de

light. Then the young would be cared for, and
religiously taught and trained, both at home
and at school. Then poor, unsheltered out.
casts in the highways and bedges of society
would be sought for the Gospel feast, and com-
pelled to come in. And then should Zion en-
large and be established everywhere. Let
then, the watchmen—the ministers o that Con-
ference—around him lift up their voice togeth-
er, and bid all their people awake from world-
liness and listlessness. Let the sound go torth
from that meeting to Zion in all her churches,
circuits, and districts throughout the kingdom
and throughout the world, *‘ Awake ! awake !
put on thy strength, O Zion ; put on thy beau-
titul garments.” Let all Methodists awake
and cry for God to come and save us, 80 that
we might then be instrumental in saving others-
For, if there was a principle which he (Dr.
Jobson) grasped with all his heart and mind
and soul and strength, it was that salvation-
work alone could uphold and promote Metho-
dism. It must have salvation-preachers, not
mere readers of sermons, but preac hers—joy-
ful publishers, proclaimers of Christ's salva-
tion for sinful and perishing mankind. They
must have salvation class-leaders. who should
not be at rest with unsaved members in their
classes. They must have salvation teachers in
Sunday-schools and day-schools, salvation visi-
tors of the sick and the poor. Indeed, they
must all be earnest promoters of salvation.
They must think, and read, awd pray for it, and
the Methodists must not lose their own scrip-
tually-appointed litany in prayer, but let all

Lord of the harvest continues to give us a suc-
cession of godly, cultured, eloquent soul-seek-
iog men toipreach the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God ; but all cannot preach the Gospel.
There is not, however, one of us whether young
or old, rich or poor, educated or illiterate, who
cannot pray. Oh that we could realise the dig-
nity of our calling in this respect, and the illimi-
table usetulness which is placed within our
reach! There is every Sabbath morning, and
perbaps every morning and oftener still, going
up tojthe skies a power which is mightier to re-
generate this redeemed world and to swell the
gathering around the throne than can be found
inall the architecture, music, ritualism, and
oratory of all the Churches put together. Ex-
cuse a personal reference. When I was in
Leeds in 1842 I bad frequently to preach in the

pulpit an old man used to take me by the
band and say, ** God bless yoo my son.” The
benedictionofthuﬁneotdpurimh,tbefaher
ot Thomas Collins, did me more good than a
week's hard study. We want more such help-
ers. ‘‘Brethren, pray for us.” We must
have more prayer. Let us by all means make
our charch organization as perfect as we can,
consistently with the principles of the Word of
God and the trust committed to us by our fa-
thers; let us multiply sanctuaries snitable in

mid the fellowships of the lowest, religion, s

structure and sufficient io number to meet the
miduonbdnu;lotumthuhpd-

little old Leylands Chapel. As I ascended the |

the people say Amen. And they must sing of
salvation, not in see-saw rhymes and tunes,
whether called ancient or modern, but in full-
souled hymaos, and congregational tunes, as of

all munificent money-contribations, and all solid |

At the call of the President, the vast mass
arose instantly and sang together the hymn be-
ginning—

Salvation ' O the jovfal sound !

SMiscllaneous,

AN EXCITING STORY.

We (Madras Mail) have received an account
of the arrival at Aden of the screw steamer
Vizen, under somewhat exceptional circom-
She is a screw steamer of 1081 tons
register, plying between Caloutta and London,
ria the Swez Canal, with cargo and passengers.
She left Madras on the evening of the 15th of
May, having been then eight days out from
Caleutta. Tt was the intention of the captain
to sail direct to Suez without stoppages. Noth-
ing wortly of mention happened during the first
fortnight following her departure from Madras,
Her speed was unusually slow, seldom ex-
ceeding 7 1-3 knots an hour,. and the day's
run did not average more than 170 miles. On
| the morning of the 1st of Jane the Cape was

[ weathered, and the head of the vessel was

pointed direct for Aden, the distance to run
| being then about 360 miles. On the afternooa
[ of the same day two vessels passed close by—
| one a sailing vessel, the other a steamer.
: On June 2ud the discovery was made that
the vessel was completely out of coal. Our cor-
respondent expresses surprise that with the fuel
thus exhausted a steamer which could casily
:Invc given the necessary supply was allowed
to pass within hail on the previous afternoon
without any sort of signal being made to her.
The only inference that we can draw s that the
officers of the ship did rot know their situation
un‘il the very last moment, A council of the
ship's officers was beld, and the plans agreed
upon which were ultimately adopted. At first
sight it would seem that the circumstances
were not very grave.  The ship was within 200
miles of her destination. She was in the track
of all the vessels plying up and down the Red
Sea, and she had masts and sails at her dis-
posal, being rigged as a brig, with twa fore-
and-aft sails, and & set of square sails on the
foremast. But to those acquainted with the
real nature ot the situation there appeared to
be great danger. The vessel was a very bad
sailer. being barely able to go within seven
points of the wind; the wind was, in this case,
less than six points off the course to Aden;
the screw:was found to he stiff, and would not
turn with the water when the vessel was pro-
pelled by the sails; and as & consequeace of all
this, more lee way was beiag made than move-
ment in advance. The vessel was Quickly
drifting out o1 the track, and it was evident
that she would soon be reduced to the alter-
native, it not previously relieved, of anchoring
on the lee shore ot Arabia, or ot sailing back
to Bombay. Against the possibility of the
latter alternative was the fact that while it
would take some six weeks to sail to Bombay,
there were only provisions on board, on the
2nd, for a fortuight's supply, and only water
for one day.

stances

Under these circumstances it was resolved to
make for the coast of Arabia, and anchor there,
and, in the meantime, to try and establish
commuuication with Aden. In the first place,
however, every endeavor was made to lessen
the distance by making the most of the fuel left
on board. Everything in the shape of wood
was cut up aud thrown into the furnaces. On
the afternoon of the 4th the distance between
the ship and Aden bad been reduced to sbout
forty-five miles, but all the fuel bad beea ex-
pended, and the distance of the shore on the
lee bow was not less than fifty miles; and the
ship was a long distance now from the track of

other vessels. The situation had now become
critical to the understaoding of everybody on
board. The ship was a mere log on the water,
drifting with the current towards an inhospit-
able shore. Everybody was on rations, and
only one spar was left for the manufacture
of drinking water. Numerous stories of throats

being cut and vessels plundered on the Arabian
coast began to circulate among the crew and
passengers. The nervousness of the responsible
officer of the ship began to be apparent. At
this stage the progress of tte vessel towards
the coast was so slow, and matters were becom-
ing 80 urgent, that the Captain fitted up a boat
to sail to Aden  The cbief officer took charge
of this with a crew of ten men, and one volun-
tecr from the second-class passengers. He
was to make any arrangements for the relief of
the ship which he might find best on arriving
at the port. The sea was bigh on the after-
000n of the 4th when the boat started, and in
the night there blew two beavy squalls. Many
bearts beat anxiously for the fate of the small
craft which bad been entrusted to the mercy of
Nothing bappened on the next
day. On the evening of the 6th the vessel
came 1o an anchor near the sbore at a distance
as then ascertained, of about 165 miles from
Aden, the motion of the ship having been ret-
rograde as regarded her destination. On the

such weather,

old. They must all sound aloud the Jjoyful in-
vitation—

Come, sinners, to the Gospel feast,

Let every soul be Jesu's guest ;

Ye need not ene be left behind,

For God*hath bidden all mankind !
Methodists must realise Christ as
from all sin, and still sing—

O love, thou bottomless abyss !

My sins are swallowed up in thee,

Covered is my unrighteousness,
Nor spot of zailt remains on me ;
While Jesu’s bloed through earth and skies,
Mercy, free, boundless mercy, cries !
Yea, they must sound forth salvation for all
the world, and sing—
Salvation ! let the echo fly,
The spacious earth around,
While all the armies of the sky
Couspire to raise the sound.
| Let the Methodists of Great Britan and Ire-
!land—yea, let the Methodists of Manchester,
! now filling this grand hall, do it, aod salvatiog
{would God appoint for its walls and its bul-
warks, which should not oaly be strong (o re-
sist and continue, but which should euclose
within its boundary what had been so earnestly
prayed for by Mr. Hall and the assembly, the
childrea of its people.

a Saviour

morning ot the 7th a small expedition was or-
ganized for reconnoiteriog the shore, with a
view if possible to obtaining water, or at least
The captain and one or two passeng-
ers went ashore with two boats’ crews ; about
every otber man had a rifle or a revolver, and
they might be said, when viewed, as a body to
be fairly armed. The party had not advanced
more than a quarter of a mile from the shore,
when a number of Arabs approached from be-
biod the bushes. Not a trace of their persons
had been observable from the sbip. Each of
these men had & matchlock in his hand besides
the ordinary knives peculiar <o the race. The
arrival of the boats had evidently been expect-
ed. Capt. Milne, with great presence of mind
immediately handed bis rif to the person next
bim, and advanced unarmed into the middle of
the Arab group. This judicious condaet pro-
bably averted immediste hostilities. The Arabs
at any rate contented themselves with keeping
their matches alight, and talkiag in an uniate!l-
igible language with the captain. As little or
nothing cculd be made out of this, except thas
the Arabs refused to sell water or give any oth-
er assistance, the party drew off, and while
keeping well together, managed to cut a little
firewood, and carry it to the boats. A diver-
sion bad already taken place at the boats, a

firewood.




