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THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN NATURE.
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tain dull, matter-of-course way, and too
often the'r immense value and import- | —m8 ————
ance are far from being sufliciently real-
jzod. This morning 1 propose to speak
about one of these well-known truths,
and to point out the advantage which
even the simplest and humblest of Cath-
olies possesses over the greatest and
best of those who did not have the light
of faith. This advantage consists in the
knowledge which every Catholic has of
his own dignity and destiny. And in
order that this may be seen more clearly,
¥ shall place in contrast with our knowl-
edge the ignorance and blindness in
which the mind of one of the greatest
and most sincere and earncst men of
past times were wrapped on these all-im-
portant points,

Now, let us go to the writer and |
thinker of whom I am speaking and see
what he has to teii us about man, Her
are his words and the sum and substance
of his teaching : and not only of his own
teaching, but of all he could gather
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thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in ini
quity, but rejoiceth with the truth ;
beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things.
Charity never falleth away.

It wonld be a very good thing for
fault - finders, if we would turn thefe
words of 8t. Paul into a prayer, beseech-
ing God daily to grunt us the very great
gift of true charity, and naming over, in
our prayer, those qualities of the char-
ity which we desire to obtain. Ah,
what happy homes and happy hearts
would be ours, if within them there ever
ruled the charity that is * patient,
kind,” and possesses all the other gual-
ities named by St. Paul.

It would be useful for us, also, to make
frequent meditation on St. Paul's words,
asiing ourseives, “* What is patieut char-

not perversely ?” and examining our
consciences as to our failures in these
reat l’“”"“’i:h“"“ of the past: | ;) tters, and trying to find out why we
ike the race of leaves the race of | g1 peptaps it is really because we
man is. e wind in autumn strews 1.14«- | think we are zealous for God's honor ;
earth with fl‘l leaves, then _”"' spring { and yet “the wrath of man worketh
the woods with new endows.' Allmen i oo "4 righteousness | of God.” We

o hort e spri 804 : 8001 .
are born i r}"l spring season, and 800N §n o4 not do evil, that good may come.
g wind hath scattered thom, and there- T “ - .
P the wood peopleth itself again b ren too, let us consider h.“" we will |
anothor generation of leaves,” | 1Ty to iwr, the very next time we are |
o we have the pagan summing-up of tempted to say some hard, “"'“,'“'“' e |
charitable word., Let us practice say-

wn's life, This is all it appeared to be
worth in the eyes of its great philoso

phers. Men are as valueless as the
leaves which come and go with spring
and autumn.

And what shall we think of the actions
of men, their toils and struggles? Lis-
ten again to our pagan teacher: * Hath
the hall which one gasteth from his hand
any profit of its ing, or loss as it de-
geendeth again, or in its fall 2 or the | WwAS NOT A CURE; A RESURRECTION.
bubble as it groweth and breaketh on .
the air?or the flame of the lamp from | GIRI
the beginning to the end of its history ?"
In other words, the toils and labors of
man, his struggles and aspirations, his
joys and sorrows are of no» more profit to
him than is its rising and falling to the
ball which a man throws, or the bubble
whiech a child blows,

Let us tuen now to the teaching of
the Church. What does she tell us man
is? What in her eyes is the value of
man's actions ? admits,
nay, insists, upon the fact that our so-
journ here is but for a short time, but at
the same time she tells us that we have
a never-enlding existenece, that for good
or evil, for weal or woe, we shall naever
eease to be. She tells us, too, that our
sonls, each and every one of them, came
from the hands of an all-perfect and in-
finitely holy Being, and that this all-per-
feet and infinitely holy Being has given
them to us to take eare of, and that ac-
cording as we take good care of them or
not for the few years we are in this
world, so our lot and state will be for
endless ages. She tells us that these
gouls of ours were made in the image and
likeness of God, and that it is ourduty to
preserve and keep this image and like-
ness in which they were created, and
that it is by the acts of our daily life
that this image and likeness must be
preserve d and kept.

Seientific men say that we cannot set
in motion even a small object, we cannot
throw a ball into the air, without its hav-
fng an effect which reaches to the ut-

ing something kind —or nothing at all
instead of blurting out some violent re-
mark, Oh, let us turn in thought to the
Holy Home in Nazareth;—let us “ go to
Sweetness ;"' —Ilet us learn, of that divine
and infinite Sweetness, how to love our
fellow-men in holy charity. — Sacred
Heart Review.

WHO HAD WASTED TO A MERE
SKELETON MADE WELL BY PRAYER,—
ANOTHER MIRACLE AT LOURDES,

Rene Gaell, a writer in the Nouvel-
liste de Bordeaux, gives a graphie ae-
count of perhaps the most wonderful
cure in the long list of remarkable cures
at Lourdes that have bafled men of
science for fifty years past. We give
here a brief summary of the facts in
this case.

Kwrnestine Guilletean was a strong,
vigorous, healthy young woman of
about twenty-three years of age. Iu
IFebruary, 1906, she was laid low with
tubercular peritonitis. She was bed-
ridden for two months, never fully re-
gaining strength. This was followed
by enteritis and tuberculosis. She
could now take no solid nourishment ;
being con'‘ined to a diet of milk and
“tisanes'' or diet-drinks. After some
months even the milk was abandoned.
She continued in service as chamber-
maid in a house at Thouars, France;
dragging herself painfully about in the
performance of her duties.

But on February 11th, 1908, she sue-
cumbed entirely. The tuberculosis had
spread through her system and invaded
the intestines. Her entire body was
devoured by the implacable disecase,
which spread with frightful rapidity.
Soon it was imposible to move her on
her bed; the slightest touch ecausing
intense suffering. Her attending physi-
cian, Dr. Volla Brochart, states in his
medieal certificate that many physicians
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Her startled gaze rests upon the empty
litter ; and before her, standing erect
is her daughter’s skeleton, resting
lightly on the arm of a litter-bearer, |

and walking towards the Churchof the | convalescence and

Holy Rosary. Following her is a rapid |
ly-inereasing crowd, singing a triumphal |
“ Magnificat,” in an uproar of enthusi-
asm,

A mere skeleton of dry bones covered
with the tightly-drawn skin, without
flesh and seemingly without museles, l
Ernestine enters the bureau of verifica- i

tions, and presents herself before the | soul can be happy in trying to escape
i from Him,

assembled physieians for examination,
which is a long one. She moves about |
apparently without muscles, the natural
means of loeomotion; she speaks, sits |
down, bends herself, performing all the '
vital acts of a healthy body.
At length Dr. Boissarie, usually so
reserved, cautious and non-committal,
presents her to the five Bishops whu‘
happen to be present, with the simple
statement: * This is not a cure; itisa
resurrection!” '
And, when Rene Gaell saw  her twu!
weeks later in her own home, she was |

Tlarvelous

looking for the lowest pric

an exceptional bargain fro

mo t bounds ‘_"* space. S "”"”"”';v”'”‘ { whom he consulted “declared the affec
‘l.\r naY L % <‘ . “I')l "\'-‘Q ”|3Hl | tion absolutely tuberculous, and devel-
;; e actior e "'A“"" > ”(.L‘ ‘IM:“I\IHI" ” | oped to such an extent as to render any
ferent. mne o ‘ 5 ‘_‘1_:\‘{ .;S‘_; { intervention uscless.”
an_ oo o “l:“‘ ppbon ot other wihich On April 13th Ernestine was taken to
wi for all eternity the hospital at Niort, where she was de-
Do not these conside rations open up | elared ineurable. A physician having |
$ous a view of man's digaity and of the | proposed an operation, Dr. Colon refused,
valu andd  importance of his actions, ! declar that the decomposed tissues |
which should render our lives precious | would fall apart at the least touch. The |
inour « wnd renew the warmth of our | frightful malady ate into her obstinately,
attach { to those truths which we | taking possession of all the vital parts
have always taken for granted, and to | of the stomach and intestin Taken
our holy Motker the Chureh, who has 80 | hack to her home, her phy an mar-

carefully preserved them for us ? veled that life could continue in a body
already in a state of decomposition.
I'rom the month of May she fell into
swoons whieh lasted for days, with short
luerd intervals, Death seemed to play
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“LET US GO TO; SWEETNESS."

A touching and very lovely legend

g Stag Sy
yelates that, when our dear Lord was a with its vietim.
Boy in Nazareth, His neighbors, if in In August she begged to join the

gorrow or trouble, would seek the holy | pilgrimage from Poiton to Lourdes.
home where Jesus, Mary aud .l‘m-‘\‘h Her request was complied with by her
dwelt in heavenly poace; and this is mother, despite loud protests from many
what the troubled neighbors would say who denounced the *folly ” and “erime”
one to another: *“Let us go to Sweot- | of moving her in such a pitiable condi-
ness!’ tion. When she reached Lourdes, on

What a celestial thought! How it | August 23, 1008, she weighed abeut
malkes us realize what the boy Jesus was forty-six pounds, her thigh measuring

in Nazareth, and what we Christians ahout eight inches in ecircumference,
onxht to be in the p'aces where we Ior several months her physicians had
dwell. The inhabitants of Nazareth | Use d hypodermic injections to sustain
knew hy cperience that when they  life.

During the procession of the Blessed
tender-hearted, self-for- | Sacrament at Lourdes, on August 27th
nt, gentle, fall of kindest she remained seemingly dead. That
criticisms or sharp, eutting . night they thought she was dying. At
words would come from those mild lips; ‘ 2 o'clock the prayers for the dying were
no ecold, repellant expression would hurt recited over her., But, at 5 o'cloek in
them, in those benignant eyes; an in- the mornivg, her mother, lying close to
finite love dwelt in that boyish heart, :\. her, suddenly caught the faint whisper :
fove that had companion for all men-—a | “1 wish to return to the grotto.” De-
tireless compassion that never failed in spite the doetor's vigorous protests,
its welecome of the tedious; an unfailing | they decided to obey. At 8o'clock on
Tove. the morning of August 28th they re-

Why should not our homes and our | turned to the grotto carrying Krnes-
welcomes be like His? Let us begin [ tine, now onec more apparently a lifeless
now to train ourselves, hy God's help, | corpse. A deathlike immobility has
to say kind things, pleasant things again taken possession of her, DPrayers
about our neighbor : nay, more and | pour forth ; hymns break out about her;
first, to think kind and pleasant things. invoeations, imperious and supplieating,
Lot us make it our endeavor to find out | resound on all sides.
the good that exists somewhere in Mass is just finished, The Blessed
avery one, for there is always “an Sacrament is re-entering the Church.
ange! hidden beneath the eclay.” We Heads are bowed in silent adoration.
are not obliged to make intimate friends Frnestine's mother, bowed down with
of everybody, but we are obliged to have
charity.

And what is charity? St. Paul, in| Tt progt ity oin B Cliee
the famons thirteenth chapter of his ! Mr. Wit STINSON
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still a living skeleton; but the blood
was beginning to circulate freely, the
flesh was beginning to cover the bones,
and local
with intense interest, day by day, her
steady advance
toward normal health and strength,

I will never despair of the salvation

of any soul. It may have forgotten God,
or fallen in the way, or even have
wished to write the warrant of its own
condemnation ; but, God be praised ! no
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