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E with the centuries that are dead. I
am not going to moralize, much less
wo very lengthy in these few observ-
ations. It is & sepson when people
~ Mke o little of every good thing go-
ing, but they do not want an ¢ver-
dose of any one of them in particu-
Jar. What most attracted my atten-
tion was the form of the New Year s
greetings. “A Happy New Year ;'

“smany happy returns,”’ were as
usual the salutation and reply; but,
a8 o rule, each ome had something
to add concerning the ‘‘mew cen~
tury''—and the most general obser-
vation was to the elect that nome
of us are’likely to be present When
the pext century dawns.

—

To my mind this is about the most
powerful and practical sermon — if
properly understood—that could be
preached. In fact, each one, on that
eccasion, delivered, without thinking
of it, a regular sermon, and cach
ene eoually heard one—without, in
all probabllity, paying any attention
to it. What an overwhelming refiec-
sion! I actually believe that were we
to dwell too much upon igs awe-in-
epiring truth, the majority of us

| would go mad. It is well that the
%' world is so busy, that men are not
wllowed by circumstances. to pause
wgufficiently long to become entirely
absorbed "in any one great concep-
tipn. Campbell never wrote anything
more true and more beautiful ihan
\g: «“Pleasures of Hope; '’ right was
that. ‘‘Distance lends enchantment
$o0 the view.’’ No matter how de-
pressed we may feel, Hope ever
springs up in the bosom and sheds
wn - illumining ray upon the ve.ed
avenues of the future. In youth we
Nive in hopeful anticipation of long
years of life and happiness . son.x
Atllnes that hope is realized, often ic
in shattered. In midlife we fc:dlv
Yook onward to a vigorous ol wgze
and whﬂe‘common sense and expe-
rience teach us that this hope is
much more likely to fail us than to
Wecome a reality, still we cling 1, it.
and are contented. And when ‘‘age
somes on with its:winter,’”’ we sLill
hope on; we seem to feel that Lne
term of our career should be like
she horizon that ever reced»s as We
advance. But end there imust be
some time or other; sooner or Iater
—and probably sooner!

I have observed that even the

most unimaginative of men live prin-
cipally on the imagination. I‘orpe-
tually building up castles in the air
that the hand of reality kuocks to
pieces, they go on from year Lo'year,
never, for a moment, reflecting upon
the precipice along whose brink they
walk, It is omnly when we come
down to cold and mathematical cal-
culation that the fearful iruth ari
like the “Phantom of the Threshol
that the genius of Bulwer so graphi-
cally describes. The twenticth
tury began the other day . #h:n its
last hour shall ring, in ull buman
probability not ome of us will be iu
the land of the living. But if thet
were all, we could comsole ourselves
with the thought that ome hundred
years is a long time, and that we
will have ample occasion to enjoy
this life. However, unfortunately this
general conception is omly the sha-
dow of that which each of us may
entertain. The man of thirty to-day
cannot expect to see 1970; the man
of forty can scarcely expect to see
1950—the mid-century; the man of
gixty is certain to be in the silence
of the church yard when 1940 dawns;
the man of seventy may fairly
culate that 1930 will find his place
vacant. And so on we might go,
until we reach to nonogenarianwhose
hours may be counted.

CCL~

cal-

Here then is the reflection suggest-
ed to me by the birth of a century;
I will suppose that I am president
of a company, and that as such I
sign a lease, which is to expire in
1950. Will that lease be remewed at
the .expiration of that term? I can-
not say. All I know is that when
that term is reached, if our company
still exists, another president will
have to sign a new lease, or renew
this one. As far as I am concerned
I will then have spent a number of
yeurs in the cemetery; my Very ap-
pearance will be forgotten; the sig-
rature I now give will be unrecogmiz-
ed by any one interested ; and my
name, itself, will have no signifi-
cance, will awaken no memories,
will be an empty sound — and still
half the century will scarcely be
over. ?

These are sombre observations,
you may say; if so it is the situa-
tion you must blame and not me. I
cannot helpsit if this is the first, last
and only century that I will ever see
come into existence. I would be very
glad to be writing paragraphs for
the ““True Witness’’ in the year
2000; but, while the ‘“True Witness’

may still flourish at that time, and
be a forty-eight page daily, still I
will not be around to enjoy its pros-
perity or contribute to its success.
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RELIGIOUS NOTES AND COMMENTS:

0y U R R
PRIEST IN CONFESSIONAL.—At
the mission for women in Baltimore
ene of the priésts was on the line
of St Ful}cu de- ‘Sales and . there
i lcr‘o mviutlon. to him ‘in

The othcr wu more austere. in’ the
yulvlb——)robubiy having the ‘sterner
duty ‘to perlorm—«kuk sweet and ten-
der in the confessional, if the women
~had only lcnbwn it. Two Jesuit, 5‘»

O ——————

years past, but was deterred ty the
protests of her father. The Princess
is said to be a charming person.

“BERTH FOR FATHER CHIDWICK.
—Father J. P. Chidwick, who was
chaplain of the : battleship' Maine
when she was blown up in the har-
bor of Havana, has been assigned to
the cruiser New York. It is under-
stood that '~ Rear-Admiral Rogers,
whose flagship the New York is to

n. | be, made a special request that Fa-

ther Chidwick ‘be assigned to ‘his

house in 1850, ‘‘fifty years ago,’’
and, added she, ‘‘We were neither of
us very young then.”” The Pope, who
is omly nine years her junior, was
greatly amused.

CONVERTS ORGANIZE., —An or-
ganization composed of a number of
men and women of New York city
and vicinity who have been convert-
ed from Protestantism to the Roman
Catholic faith has just been formed
in that city. The organization was
effected when twenty-two recent con-
verts met at the Church of the Paul-
ist Fathers to informally-discuss the
suggestion which had been made by
several of the most prominent ones,
looking to the establishment of some
sort of an association wherein those
whko had givea up thar former reli-
gious compmections might find mutual
benefit.

The object of the orgamization js
to give the meémbers an accurate
knowledge of the Catholic religion
and to stimulate them to the regu-
lar practice of its duties; to propa-
gate the Catholic faith by personal
example and social intercourse, by
the establishment of Catholic librar-
ies, by the circulation and distribu-
tion of Oatholic literature and the
support of non-Catholic mission work
for the bringing of other Protestants
into the fold; to foster fraternal re-
lations among converts and to as-
sist those who have made sacrifices
for the faith.

CATHOLIC SAILORS.—The
ors’ Oatholic Club, Charlestownm, is
the latest enterprise undertaken by
the charitable bureau of the Catho-
lic Alumni Sodality of that district.
The superintendent will be Albert G.
Ayres, who has conducted a similar
establishment in Montreal.
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A PROTESTANT ON CATHOLIC
PIETY IN IRELAND.

from
of the

An Irish Protestant, writing
his native land to the editor
“Church Times,”’ laments the fact
that the Protestant Church in Ire-
land shows up mnot merely badly, but
almost ludicrously when compared
with the Catholic Church in Ireland.
His words are so fraught with inter-
est that we cannot refrain from put-
ting them before our readers. He
say

It is admitted all round that the
Church of Ireland is not ‘‘a joyful
mother of children; ’’ she has gual-
ity, but not quantity; she does not
attract the bulk of the population.
To understand the reasons for this
one must know Irish history thor-
oughly, not superficially. But as a
matter of commonsense, ‘look at the
matter thus. In a fair-sized Irish
country town, what do you find ?
You find the Roman Catholic Church
with a daily moyning service —the
Mass at 8 o'clocl( regularly; you find
a convent of nuns: a sufficient staff
of clergy, a well-dguipped and organ-
ized staff of workers all round. Look
at the other side of the picture: the
Irish Church with a mere handful of
people; two Sunday services of ne-
cessity scantily attended; as a rule,
no week-day services; the fabric
locked like a jail. How does all this
strike the ordinary thoughtful Ro-
man Oatholic? He reflects on his re-
ligious privileges, his daily worship,
the church always open for private
prayer; the religious community, -in
addition to the secular clergy, al-
ways in evidence, engaged in perpe-
tual devotion and works of charity.
He hears the Angelus.bell twice a
day. He is constantly reminded of
his religious dutiés and privileges in
one way or other. He has a great
respect for many or most of his
Protestant neighbors, but their form
of worship does not attract him, it

'} is too infrequent, too eold, too bare.

He is aware that they’dare not have
a cross on or behind the altar, and
this shocks him. He 'knows they
never go to confession, and that
gives him another pang. He has no
delmﬂw change his form of religion,
outlived Q\leﬂl Elizabeth

Oliver Cromwou, William.

5 of oom

healthy warmth, and to strive to
make a new departure om Catholic
lines, as these lines are understood
by English Ritualists. We fear this
well-meant advice will scarcely be
entertained by the worthy thick-
skinned Protestants of the Emerald
Isle. Of all hopeless, lifeless sys-
tems Irish Protestantism seems to
us to be the most moribund and de-
cayed.—ILondon Universe.

o

TAXATION OF CHURCHES

On this subject the New York ¢ Bunday
Democrat’ remarks :—

The efforts of infidels and secular-
ists to tax all church property show
an hatred
Those who advocate this
from sheer hostility to Christianity
would accomplish nothing the
way of grat ng their spite, even
if they did succeed in imposing what-
ever burden the taxation of churches
might impose on Christians. For
churehes would still be maintained,
be #he expense small or great, and
Christian worship still continue.

If the sword, the stake
hangman’s rope could not in past
times prevent Christians from hold-
ing fast to the truth and confessing
their faith in the of torture
and death, o P burd
that the enemies of Christianity
now will deter Christians

insensate of religion.
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A GOOD EXAMPLE.—The follo
ing action of a wealthy
Catholic is recorded in one of
exchanges :—

With a big white tied
around his waist John D. Crimmins,
the millionaire contractor, of New
York, on Christmas Day, acted as
the host to the 300 inmates of the
Home for Aged Persons, conducted
by the Little Sisters of the Poor. It
has been Mr. Crimmins’ custom for
the last four years to give a Christ-
mas treat to the institution. There
was plenty of turkey, chicken, roast
beef and eatables. Mr. Crimmins’
three sons and four daughters aided
him in waiting on the tables. Mr.
Crimmins was greeted on every side
with ““God bless you'’ when the
dinner came to an end, and the three
cheers which were propoted for him
were given with all the strength the
feeble voices could muster.
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our
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THREE CENTURIES were spanned
by the lives of more than a score of
men and women in the UnitedStates
this week. Twenty and more of the
aged omes were reported well. A
canvass made by telegraph by .a
New York newspaper, revealed this
fact. It showed that there were
more centenarians of Irish birth than
of any other.

These centenarians are well’ over
the hundred mark of the years. Mrs.
Mary McDonald takes the lead, be-
ing 129 years. Documentary evidence
and their own stories leave no room
for doubt as to the authenticity of
the figures. There are many who are
more than ten years over the one
hundred mark, and those who are
only 103 ‘years old are the children
ot the compény

They all have theories of longevity
of more Qr less value. The only rule

on which they agree prescribes abun-
dant !o.d ‘and plenty of sleep.
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PERSECUTIONS IN CHINA.

His Fminence Cardinal Vaughan in
a recent pastoral letter gives the fol-
lowing harrowing picture of the per-
secution of Catholics in China. His
Eminence says

We have received from the Cardinal
and
some details

Prefect of Propaganda, from

other sour of the

sufferings endured by our fellow-
Catholics in China.
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F}énch missionary, Father Clerc Re-
naud, of Past Kiang-Si, as ‘‘I'annee
terrible.”” He tells how in the ' per-
fecture of Kwang-san-fu two  dis-
tricts had been annihilated, four re-
gidences burnt, 200 orphans scatter-
ed, and 8,500 Christians plundered
of all they possessed. Father Guil-
laume, of Shin-henn, writes to his
Bishop, the Vicar Apostolic of
Kwang-tung, that he had been a fu-
gitive since Jupe 27th, owing to - a
rising of the ““Triad,’”” who were
burning Catholic and Protestant vil-
lages indhcﬂmmately 'to the cry of-
“Death to foreigners!'’ In Noi
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Jesuit' m of South Pe-chi-li,
Fathers lsoro Andlauer, Denn, and
Mangin have been massacred, with
8,000 native Christians. In South
Hunan the death-roll records. , the
names of Bishop Fantosati and  Fa-
ther Gamburo, cruelly tortured - on
July 6, and of Fathers Cegidiug ‘and
Stephen, all . Franciscans. In Shan-Si,
Bishop Grassi and Bishop Fogolia,
l"av.hers Elias and Balat, with seven
nuns’ of the Franciscan Order, per-»
ished at different dates. In Mongplia,: *
Bishop Hamer, and Fathers Heirman,
Mallet, and Segers, are  nuinbéred:
among the victims of the " persecu-
tion. Of the number of native Chris<
tians slaughtered no estimate is posa
sible. At Mukden 1,000 were
headed; in Mongolia, many hundndp
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