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PERSECUTIONS IN CHINAhealthy warmth, and to strive to 
make a new departure on Catholic 
lines, as these lines are understood 
by English Ritualists. We fear this 
well-meant advice will scarcely be 
entertained by the worthy thick-

he new century house in 1850, 
and, added she, 
us very young then.

, "fifty years ago," 
'We were neither of 

The Pope, who 
is only nine years her junior, was 
greatly amused. succession, after whigli he was be

headed. Even greater was the con
stancy shown by eleven Christians 
at Kieng-cheng, for they were scourg
ed. torn with pincers, hung up by 
their hair, and fastened with red- 
hot chains. Bishop Renaud, again, 
writing from Che-Kiang, where 14 
chapels were destroyed and 1,400 
families ruined, tells of the suffer
ings of three young Christians, one 
mutilated, blinded, and killed, the 
second buried alive, and the third, 
a catechist, named Abel, first mutil
ated and then slain. Here the mis
sionaries had escaped with difficulty, 
and the crisis was described as "ex
cessively grave." Terrible us was 
tht year 1899. it was but the pre
lude to the still greater horrors and 
more widely spread devastation of 
1900.

As yet a certain amount of pro
tection had been afforded to the for
eign missionaries, and though fugi
tives in many places, their lives had 
been spared. In 1900 all suffered in
discriminately, and bishops, priests, 
and nuns were called on to lay down 
their lives and consummate the sa
crifice made in spirit from their ear
liest vocation. The full history of 
that terrible persecution will only be 
known on the I>ast Day. but even 
the skeleton outlines now before «s 
are sufficient to show that the hero
ism it called forth has never been 
suronssed in any age of the 'Church.

His Eknmence Cardinal Vaughan in 
a recent pastoral letter gives the fol
lowing harrowing picture of the per
secution of Catholics in China. His 
Eminence says :—

Wc have received from the Cardinal 
Prefect of Propaganda, and from 
other sources, some details of the 
sufferings endured by our fellow- 
Catholics in China. The mom tiers of 
the mystical body of Christ, whether 
in England, in France, in Italy, in 
India, or in China, "being many, are 
one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another" (Rom. xii). 
Thev are knit together, in one faith,

Our Curbstone Observer.
CONVERTS ORGANIZE. —An or

ganization composed of a number of 
men and women of New York city 
and vicinity who have been convert
ed from Protestantism to the Roman 
Catholic faith has just been formed 
in that city. The organization was 
effected when twenty-two recent con
verts met at the Church of the Faul- 
■ist Fathers to informally-discuss the 
suggestion which had been made by 
several of the most prominent ones, 
looking to the establishment of some 
sort of an association wherein those 
who had give i up th« îr former reli
gious connections might find mutual 
benefit.

The object of the organization is 
to give the members an accurate 
knowledge of the Catholic religion 
and to stimulate them to the regu
lar practice of its duties; to propa
gate the Catholic faith by personal 
example and social intercourse, by 
the establishment of Catholic librar
ies, by the circulation and distribu
tion of Catholic literature and the 
support of non-Catholic mission work 
for the bringing of other Protestants 
into the fold; to foster fraternal re
lations among converts and to as
sist those who have made sacrifices 
for the faith.

Isle. Of all hopeless, lifeless sys
tems Irish Protestantism seems to 
us to be the most moribund and de
cayed.—London Universe.

I have observed that even the 
most unimaginative of men live prin-

msidering that it was 
New Yeeur, I noticed a 
lling oil in the old 
poeeiW "ooBee” 1»

much of it. However, 
customs of the 

gradually

nie y**'
cipally on the imagination, 
tually building up castles in the air 
that the hand of reality knocks to 
pieces, they go on from year td year, 
never, for a moment, reflecting upon 
the precipice along whose brink they 
walk. It is only when we come 
down to cold and mathematical cal- 

ruth arises

TAXATION OF CHURCHES
ant that the 
are are toeing 
,y the electric pressure of 
css: some ot them are to be 

others are Just as well 
centuries that are dead. I 

oing to moralize, much less 
■ttgthy ih these few observ- 
, is a season when people 
tie ot every good thing go- 
they do not went an cver- 
ny one of them in porticu- 
, meet attracted my atten- 
the form ot the New Year’s 
"A Happy New Year ; ” 

ippy returns,” were as 
salutation and reply; hut, 

each one had something 
onceming the "new cen- 
od the most general obser- 
as to the elect that none 

likely to be present when

SundayOn this subject the New York 
Democrat ” remarks :—

The efforts of infidels and secular
ists to tax all church property show 

religion, 
measure

cula-tion that the fearful 
like the "Phantom of the Threshold ' 
that the genius of Bulwer so graphi
cally describee. The twentieth cen
tury began the other day . a’ijû its 
last hour shall ring, in all human 
probability- not one of us will be m 
the land of the living. But if tho.t 
were all, we could console ourselves 
with the thought that one hundred 
years is a long time, and that we 
will bave ample occasion to enjoy

an insensate hatre»
Those who advocate 
from sheer hostility to Christianity 
would accomplish nothing in the 
way of gratifying their spite, even 
if they did succeed in imposing what
ever burden the taxation of churches 
might impose on Christians. For 
churches would still be maintained, 
be Sue expense small or great, and 
Christian worship still continue.

If the sword, the stake and the 
hangman’s rope could not in past 
times prevent Christians from hold
ing fast to the truth and confessing 

torture 
burdensand death, no pecuniary 

that the enemies of Christianity can 
now impose will deter Christians 
from acting as Christians have acted 
in all ages since Christ came into 

established His

To my mind this is about the most 
powerful and practical sermon if 
properly understood—that could be 
preached. In fact, each one,

the world 
Church.

And, es all the persecution waged 
against Christianity only serves to 
disseminate it more widely, to take 
root more firmly, and in the end to 
multiply the number of true disci
ples, so the petty malignity of tax
ing churches—whose intluence for 
good upon public or private moral
ity, and in promoting whatever is 
pure and true and amiable among 
men, cannot be concealed—would not 
fail to drive over to the side of 

t and ms Church many who arc 
indifferent or lukewarm.

CATHOLIC SAILORS—The Sail
ors’ Oatholic Club, Charlestown, is 
the latest enterprise undertaken by 
the charitable bureau of the Catho
lic Alumni Sodality of that district. 
The superintendent will be Albert G. 
Ayres, who has conducted a similar 
establishment in Montreal.

on that
■ICOW»U“ • ---------------- ....
eccasion, delivered, without thinking 
•f it a regular sermon, and each 
.ne eoually heard one—without, in 
all probability, paying any attention 
to it. What an overwhelming reflec
tion! I actually believe that were we 
to dwell too much upon its uwe-in- 
epiring truth, the majority of us 
would go mad. It is well that the 
world is so busy, that men are not

Here then is the reflection suggest
ed to me by the birth of a century; 
I will suppose that I am president 
of a company, and that as such I 
sign a lease, which is to expire in 
1950. Will that lease be renewed at 
the expiration of that term? I can
not say. All I know is that when 
that term is reached, if our company 
still exists, another president will 
have to sign a new lease, or renew 
this one. As far as I am concerned

A PROTESTANT ON CATHOLIC 
PIETY IN IRELAND.

An Irish Protestant, writing from 
his native land to the editor of the 
"Church Times,’’ laments the fact

Ruv Georgeon, ami Alex. Hin (a na
tive), Bourgeois and Le Guerel, 
Viauti, Agnins and Bu.vuvt, alt 
slaughtered during tin; course of the 
same month. In North IV-chi-li, 
among the Lazarists of the Metropo
litan province, Fathers d’Addosio, 
Dore, Ohuvannes, Jarrigues. Peter 
Nie and HI. Ly, Andrew Ly and 
Thomas Fao lost their lives, and 

died Sister Jaurias, at 
after 45 years of her 

these,

almost ludicrously when compared 
with the Catholic Church in Ireland. 
His words are so fraught with inter
est that we cannot refrain from put- 
ting them before our readers. He 
says :—

It is admitted all round that the 
Church of Ireland is not "a joyful 
mother of children; ” she has qual
ity, but not quantity; she does not 
attract the bulk of the population. 
To understand the reasons for this 
one must know Irish history thor
oughly, not superficially. But as a 
matter of commonsense, ‘look at the 
matter thus. In a fair-sized Irish 
country town, what do you find ? 
You find the Roman Catholic Church 
with a daily morning service —the 
Mass at 8 o'clock^regularly; you find 
a convent of nuns, a sufficient staff 
of clergy, a well-eiquipped and organ
ized staff of workers all round. Look 
at the other side of the picture: the 
Irish Church with a mere handful of 
people; two Sunday services of ne
cessity scantily attended; as a rule, 
ho week-day services; the fabric

ing generous action of a wealthy 
Catholic is recorded in one of our 
exchanges :—

With a big white apron tied 
around bis waist John D. Crimmins, 
the millionaire contractor, of New 
York, on Christmas Day, acted as 
the host to the 300 inmates of the 

conducted

with them 
the ago of 60, 
long life spent in China 
Father Jarrigues and his native 
league, Father Bartholomew 
were burnt alive in the confiagtn 
of the Tung-tang or lias tern Oh 
nt the end of June. The same fate 
overtook Father Dore, while saying 
Muss in the Si-tang or Western 
Church, dedicated to Our Lady of 
Dolours. Father d’Addosio was kill
ed in the streets by Prince Tuan's 
soldiers, while seeking to make hi# 
way to the Pe-Tang or Northern 
Church; and Fathers Peter Nie, a 
native lazarist, Andrew Ly and 
Thomas Pao, native secular priests, 
were either burnt or cut down. Fa
ther Chavannes died of smnll-pox 
during the siege, ami Sister Jaurias 
of the hardships endured in it# 
course. In addition to these victims 
two Marist brothers, the visitor and 
the director, while heroically trying 
to cut the electric wire of a mine 
intended to blow up the Pe-tang, 
were killed by the explosion, toge
ther with several workmen In the 
Jesuit missions of South Pe-chj-li, 
Fathers Isore, Andlauer, Dcnn, aad 

Hnvi> been massacred, with

Home for Aged Persons, 
by the Little Sisters of the Poor. It 
has been Mr.These are sombre observations, 

you may say; if so it is the situa
tion you must blame and not me. I 
cannot help*it if this is the first, last 
and only century that I will ever see 
come into existence. I would be very 
glad to be writing paragraphs for 
the "True Witness" in the year 
2000; but, while the "True Witness” 
may still flourish at that time, and 
be a forty-eight page daily, still I 
will not be around to enjoy its pros
perity or contribute to its success.

Crimmins’ custom for 
the last four years to give a Christ
mas treat to the institution. There 
was plenty of turkey, chicken, roast 
beef and eatables. Mr. Crimmins’ 
three sons and four daughters aided 
him in waiting on the tables. Mr. 
Crimmins was greeted on every side 
with "God bless you” when the 
dinner came to an end, and the three 
cheers which were propoicd for him 
were given with all the strength the 
feeble voices could muster.—and probably sooner!

RELIGIOUS NOTES AND COMMENTS
v- : u < v ——----------

PRIEST IN CONFESSIONAL.—At years past, but was deterred Uy 
in Baltimore protests of her father. The Prin< 

the line is said to be a charming person.

THREE CENTURIES were spanned 
by the lives of more than a score of 
men and women in the United States 
this week. Twenty and more of the 
aged ones were reported well. A 
canvass made by telegraph by , a 
New York newspaper, revealed this

the mission for women i 
•ne of the priests was on 
•f St. j Francis de Sales and there
was il'large gravitation, to him in 
the confessional, soys a correspond
ent in the "Oatholic Columbian.” 
The other was more austere in the 
pulpit—probably having the sterner 
duty to perform—-but sweet and ten
der in the confessional. If the women 
had only known it. Two Jesuit Fa
thers had active charge of the men. 
One was a young, stout man, with 
a beautifully white and symmetric 
fe^eheod, and a most determined and 
emphatic manner, full of sincerity 
and precision. The companion priest 
was an older man resembling what 
we associate with the hermitage, a 
spiritual veteran who has emerged 
from many a fiery trial into a gentle 
•swtfty but most pathetic eloquence 
when discoursing , on the things of 
God, anon terrible and consoling, as 
the discipline rose from the por-

BERTH FOR FATHER CHIDWICK. 
—Father J. P. Chidwick, who was 
chapladn of the battleship Maine 
when she was blown up in the har
bor of Havana, has been assigned to 
the cruiser New York. It is under
stood that Rear-Admiral Rogers, 
whose flagship the New York is to 
be, made .a special request that Fa
ther Chidwick be assigned to his 
ship.

fact. It eho> 
more centona: 
of any other.

These centenarians are well over 
the hundred mark of the years. Mrs. 
Mary McDonald takes the lead, be
ing 129 years. Documentary evidence 
and their own stories leave no room 
for doubt as to the authenticity of 
the figures. There are many who are 
more than ten years over the one 

who are

atrocities, they were far surpass'd 
by those perpetrated in the follow
ing year, 1899, characterized b^ one 
French missionary. Father Clerc Re
naud, of East Kiang-Si, as "1’annee 
terrible.” He tells how in the per- 
fecture of Kwang-san-fu two dis
tricts had been annihilated, four re
sidences burnt, 200 orphans scatter
ed, and 3,500 Christians plundered 
of all they possessed. Father Guil
laume, of Shin-henn, writes to his 
Bishop, the Vicar Apostolic of 
Kwang-tupg, that he had been a fu
gitive since June 27th, owing to n 
rising of the "Triad,” who were 
burning Catholic and Protestant vil
lages indiscriminately ' to the cry of 
"Death to foreigners!” In North 
Shantung a terrible revolt, headed 
by the "Big Knives." or Boxers, 
broke out on November 4th, when 
850 Christian villages were wiped 
out, and numbers of their inhabit
ants massacred. The heroic catechist, 
Wan-Kwen-flie. of Man-chwan, was 
martyred on November 5th. On be 
ing asked if ho was a Christian, and

hundred mark, and those 
only 10J years old arc the children 
of the company.

They all have theories of longevity 
ot more or less value. The only rule 
on which they agree prescribes abun
dant food and plenty of sleep.

SALOONS OPEN ON SUNDAY. — 
The Very Rev. Dean McNulty made a 
tour of the saloons of Patterson, N. 
J., on Sunday last, after Mass, and 
found a number of them selling li
quor. It is expected that he will 
make complaints against some of 
them to-morrow.

He is aware that they dare not have 
a cross on or behind the altar, and 
this shocks him. He knows they 
never go to confession, and that 
gives him another pang. He has no 
desire to change his form of religion, 
which has outlived Queen Elizabeth 
in Ireland, Oliver Cromwell, William 
IH., and the penal laws of some 
hundred, and fifty years' duration; to 
hold to it is with him a matter of 
national sentiment as well as of re
ligious dpty. It is better to realize

a“ #11The writer strongly exhort» the 
leaders of Protestantism in Ireland 
to live a fuller life, to nbaildon the 
negotiations on which they have 
subsisted for the last thf* hundred

among the victims of the persecu
tion. Of the number of native (Chris
tians slaughtered no estimate is pos
sible. At Mukden 1,000 were .be
headed; in Mongolia, many hundreds 
suffered besides those already enu
merated.

Numbers, probably thousands.must 
have been massacred in Pekin during 
the siege of the Legations, either in 
their houses or in the streets, as 
their cries and' shrieks were heard by 
the besieged Europeans in an awful 
night of terror, when a whole quart
er of the eit.v was ravaged with fire 
and sw'ord. But even the death-roU, 
long as it is, gives but a partial

On an average, between 150,000 
and 160,000 Italians leave their na
tive land every year to try their for
tunes in the United States, Brazil, 
and the Argentine Republic This 
flow of emigration being excessive 
and unwarranted, the Italian Cham
ber has just passed a Bill with the 
object of checking it.

POPE AND CENTENARIAN — One 
of the many picturesque and inter
esting incidents, soys a Protestant 
newspaper, of the Holy Year was the 
recent reception by Leo XIII. of 
Doiina ^Carolina Tanturelli, an aged 
lady from Perugia, who attained her 
hundred and first year early in Janu
ary last. On accoufat of her great 
age ;$he Pontiff granted her a pri~

to the ,

recent estimates there 
an 80,000 lepers in the 
prosy, it ie said, wasîmwi


