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THE LABOR OUTLOOK.
From letters appearing i1 the pub
lic press, and from the inecreasingly
large numbers of unemyloyed who

are to be met with on our streets these
days, it is daily becoming more evi-
dent that the coming winter will be
one of hardship for the workingman.

Sinece 1905 bailding operations in
Toronto have been steadily inereasing
until two months ago, when the build
ing permits began to show a falling
off. Notwithstanding the fact that
Toronto has fallen from seventh to
fifteenth place among the cities of the
continent with regard to house build-
ing. vet those engaged in the hunilding
trades have had plenty of work. New
operations, however, especially in
speenlative building, have fallen off
eonsiderably on aceount of the strin
geney of the monev markets in Can-
ada and the United States

There are other causes which labor
men declare have materially affected
the varions trades, namely, the influx
of unrequired ‘mmigrants who, they
allege, are being dumped into Canada
at the rate of a thonsand a day, and
the laying off of mechanics in almost
every eity b big corporations for the
purpose of enrtailing expenses for the
winter,

A glance over the table of bnilding
permits issned during the past three
vears reveals the faet that Toronto
has had its share of prosperity, But
during October the permits were al-

most half a million short of the cor

responding month last ye and

$300,000 less than for the same month
in 1905. Each month for the current
vear, beginning in March, when build
ing operations opened wnp, and then
on till August, showed general in
creases over the corrsponding months
last year, an increase for ten months
of almost $2,000,000

The following table shows how the
building permits issued by the City
Architeet’s Department have inereas
ed during the past three years:-

1905 1906 1907
J:ﬂ- veor B 289,488 $ 492,065 $ 782,166

‘eb. ... 308,295 3441775 781,135 °

March , . 594,025 1,081,397 1,508,530

April . 808,196 1.427,930 2,044,870
May .. 1,104,154 1,502,160 2,457,964
June ... 1,303,208 1,350,142 1,445,525
July .. 1,1 58 1,193,435 1,210,435

Aug. .. 1,417,155 1,271,620 1,207,
Sept. . 887,005 902,801 763,440
Oct. 1,009,005 1,536,509 776,555
Nov. 788,771 1,087,692

Dec 604,950 960,783

Total. $10, 357,950 $13,164,397 $1

There is scarcely any speculative
building going on at present in To
ronto, the great bulk of the permits
issued during the past couple of
months heing for warehonses and
commer~ial bnildings

Mex Ovr or Work

Tt is estimated that bhetween 1.500
and 1.800 men in the building trades
are ont of emplovment, which does
not inelude those who are nct affiliat
ed with anv union. T.oeal labhor lead
ers say that it is a diffienit problem
to form an acenrate idea of the num
ber of men that are idle. but so far
as they ean ascertain “rom reports the
following table would indieate ap
proximately how each union is affect
ed s—

Union Out of
strength, work.

Plumbers 650 120
Carpenters, Amalgamated 1,300 160
Carpenters, Brotherhood 700 75
Painters and Decorators 600 10
Plasterers . 300 50
Rricklayers. becss | il 20
Builders' laborers 935 210
Plasterers’ laborers 220 78
Stonecut'ars .. 178 40
Structura! iron wrkers 150 65
Electricians 130
Stonemasons 260 120

Total 6,360 1,495

With immigration, the elosing of
navigation, factories here and there
enrtailing their number of emnloyes
the influx of farm hands, there is a
congestion of labor in the city, known

to labor leaders as a floating popul

tion. The result is that labor cond
tions are not so favorable for the
Many buile

ings, for which permits were issu

in the building trades

within the past three months, are not
vet completed, and some branch f
the building trades hope to work into
the latter part

next month

The unions that are first to feel the
effects of a stoppage of building oper
ations are the bhricklavers, stonema
sons and stoneenters, whose worl
almost completed when the earpent
ers, plasterers, plumbers and cleetr
ecians take possession of the hnildings
The bricklavers. having a membership

of almost a thousand, declare that the

immigration from England and Seot
land has resnlted in an over-snppl
in the trade in Toronto, and eonse
quently man of them have heen
obliged to seek emplovment elsewhers
So far as the huilders’ lahorers ar
concerned. thev are in hones of hoine
ible to keep husy for fow week
vet, thongh the ontlonk ecenerally t
them is not verv promisine. The car

penters’ locals anticipate a dnll sea
son Manv of the members of th,
Brotherhood organization are leavine
the eitv—this organization heine com

posed ehiefly of Canadian and Ameri

ean workmen, who, aceording to the
loeal husiness agent. have no tronhl
in finding emplovment when thev oo

weross to [(Mnele Sam’s domain

“The registration of the unemplo
d a few weeks ago. when some 500
names were enrolled snfficient ey
lence that lahor will have to face
" said one of the promo
ters of the secheme. ““Manv of thes

hard winter,’

were mechanies who have heen out of
the city for emplovment, but were
foreed to return. The bulk of them
ire plumbers, machinists and other
mechanies who were shipped ont her
vhile strikes were on Some are good
workmen. others are of the inferior
grade. This scheme was inanenrated
in order that the actual eonditions
existing in  the labor market here
might bhe hrought hefore the labor
hodies in the old eountr 18 an inti
mation that Canada is now overstoel

ed with undesirable immierants and
mechanies who arve practieally use

"

less in this country




