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Central Experimental Farm Visited
In the Ottawa Valley section the 

spring season is usually from two to 
three weeks later in opening up than 
in central and western Ontario. But 
this year is an exception to this rule. 
To our surprise when visiting in that 
district about the middle of the 
month we found vegetation as far ad­
vanced at Ottawa as in Toronto, or 
any point west of here. The reason 
is that that part of the province has 
been favored with better growing wea­
ther and more favorable conditions 
for seeding operations.

Situated as it is in this highly favor­
ed section, the Central Experimental 
Farm is looking exceptionally well. 
At the time of our visit it presented a 
most attractive appearance, the trees 
and shrubbery looked their best, and 
the fields indicated a bountiful har­
vest a few weeks hence. In general 
appearance, the Farm has greatly im­
proved in recent years. The orna­
mental trees and shrubbery have 
reached a large growth and give a 
picturesqueness to the landscape that 
is most effective. It is indeed a de­
lightful spot on a bright June morn­
ing, and one would gladly linger 
longer did not other duties compel a 
hastening on.

The work of the Farm has settled 
down to a somewhat regular routine 
each year though none the less effec­
tive on that account. Correspond­
ence has greatly increased, and the 
number of inquiries for information 
and help on a great variety of farm 
topics, prevent the staff from under­
taking much new experimental work 
each year. However, some new ex­
periments are undertaken each year 
and the results published in the an­
nual report. The Director, Dr. Saun­
ders, has this year undertaken some 
important work in testing the differ­
ent grades and varieties of wheat as 
to the quality of flour they will pro- » 
duce. This is much needed. Every 
grade and variety of wheat will not 
make the same quality of flour, and 
consequently of bread. It is most im­
portant, therefore, that the exact pro­
perties of each in this respect should 
be known and the results published. 
The experiment might, perhaps, be 
more conclusive, if the flour of each 
grade or kind were made into bread.

One of the most important and far- 
reaching pieces of work carried on 
is that of producing hardy varieties 
of fruit for the North-West, This 
work was begun several years ago and 
is now beginning to bear fruit. Th ;se 
hardy trees have, for the most part, 
been produced by crossing the Siber­
ian Crab with the apple (mostly Rus­
sian varieties). Over 160 of these 
trees are now fruiting and there 
should be some reliable data forth­
coming shortly. These trees are al­
lowed to grow with little or no prun­
ing, as it is not considered advisable 
to do much pruning in a cold climate. 
A great many of these hardy varie­
ties have been sent from the Central 
Farm to the West to be tested. They 
have been planted at various eleva­
tions, ranging from 400 feet, at Win­
nipeg, to over 4,000 at the Rocky 
Mountains, and reports generally in­
dicate that they have wintered well.

The Central Farm is strong in Hor­

ticulture. Under W. T. Macoun's di­
rection some valuable work is being 
conducted in this department. 1 he 
fruit trees on the Farm, as elsewhere, 
suffered much from the past severe 
winter and const luently a great many 
of the less hardy varieties will have 
to be dug up. It is, perhaps, a case 
of the survival of the fittest, and those 
left will have shown themselves to be 
the ones that will give growers in the 
colder parts of the country the best 
service. Mr. Macoun has been experi­
menting largely this season with the 
hairy vetch as a cover crop for or­
chards. Though not conclusive, the 
work so far shows that this plant may 
lessen the need for cultivating the 
orchard every season. It has the pro­
perties re conserving as much moist­
ure in the soil as it gives off and 
should prove most valuaolc to orch- 
ardists as a cover crop. Most of the 
fruit trees have low heads. This

Sives ease in gathering fruit, the fruit 
oes not blow off so easily, and the 

trees are better protected. A most 
interesting spot is the orchard of 
Wealthy apples. It is “Wealthy" in 
more than name. The orchard was 
planted in 1896, the trees being very 
close together, or 436 trees to an acre. 
Fruit bearing began in 1899. In 1902 
the average net returns for each of 
the preceding four years was $121 
per acre. In 1902, 250 barrels per acre 
were sold off this orchard.

Mr. Macoun is carrying on a very 
practical test in growing vegetables 
under canvas, the main object being 
to ke:p off insects and other pests. So 
far, it has proven most successful, and 
vegetables of all kinds grown under 
canvas were much farther advanced 
and of much more rugged growth 
than those planted at the same time 
outside. And what is more, not a 
worm or pest of any kind was to be 
seen. In the Experimental Farm re­
port for 1903, full particulars of this 
work for last year are given. It will 
pay everyone interested in garden 
work to look this up. In 1903, an en­
closure 62x16 feet, and 6’/j feet high, 
covered with cheesecloth, was built 
for a total cost of $23.98. As such an 
enclosure will last for several years, 
Mr. Macoun estimates the net cost 
for one year at $7.99. Considering 
the possibilities of growing vegetables 
under canvas, this is not a high figure.

Mr. J. H. Grisdale, Agriculturist, in­
tends conducting a series of experi­
ments this season with the various
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