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THE BANK OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

A Branch Office of this Bank was opened at Sy
ney, C.B, on the a7th instant, under the temporary
management of Mr. Ho B. Mackenzie, Assistant In
spector, L

LA BANQUE JACQUES CARTIER.

The business public were much pleased to learn +0
day that the Jacques Cartier Bank, which was compeil
ed to close its doors on 3ist July last, becanse of ti
run upon it, had  resumed payment this foreno
Ihe Bank has disposed of all its branch  establis
wients, and business for the present will be contined
to the head oftice in Montreal.  Depositors to il
extent of over $1,500,000 have agreed to allow thoo
funds to remain undisturbed for a year at least, al
before the expiration of this time it is expected that
new capital will be introduced, so that the m ttition
may be able to cope with all the desirable busin
which is offered to it

I'he task assumed by the Directors when they 1
dertook to secure the depositors signature  to '
agreement referred to above was an almost herenloan
one, and they are to be congratulate Lon the onteon.

Ihe successiul ending of the matter is largely due
to the untiring energy and tact of Mr. Tancrede Bien
venu, the General Manager, who worked late  and
carly in order that the best interests of both shai
holders and depositors might be conserved. Ihe
Bank has in the past filled an important place in the
business community of Montreal, and will doubtless he
favored in the future with the renewed confidence of
its old clientelle, and with a desirable acquisition of
new accounts. We wish the reorganized institution
cvery success,

S

THE YEAR BOOK OF CANADA.

We have received from the Department of Agric
ture a copy of the Year Book of Canada for 1808,
Ihe work, as usual, bears ample testime my to the ex
treme carefulness and skill of its ¢« mpiler, Mr. George
Johnson, the Dominion Statistician,

-
THE CALEDONIAN INSURANCE COMPANY.
Purchases Property in New York,

As one of the results of the recent visit of General
Manager Deuchar, of the Caledonian Insurance Com
pany of Edinburgh, and three of his Dircctors to this
country, Manager Charles H. Post has purchased the
very desirable property at Nos. 50 and 52 Pine streer,
New York. It is the intention of the Caledonian to
crect thereon a fine modern fireproof structure, to he
occupied in part by the company as its United States
headquarters, thus insuring it a permanent and con
venient home. It will probably be twelve stories in
ke'oht The company and its management are to be
congratulated on this move, and no doubt the Cal:
donian's large corps of agents throughout the United
States will appreciate this important action on their
part.
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TORONTO LETTER.

I'he Inanguration of the Toronto Insurance Institute,

I'he Medical Exammation ot Toronto Firemen,

Ihe War Fecling m Toronto,. A\ Loyal Out
burst.—The Competiton o Fire  Insurance
Provincial Insurance Taxes Payable 1st Now,

Dear Ldior. The formation and estabhishment of
the Toronto Insurance Institute, the mitial and m
trodductory stages of which | referred to some months
ago, are now being actively pressed, A\ special gen-
cral meeting was held on the evening of Tuesday, the
17th instant, i the Toronto Board Room,  Some
thirty friends and promoters of the proposed Institute
presented themselves, Very hkely a much larger at
tendance would have heen secured had it not happen
ed to be avery disagrecable wet njght. With  Mr,
KNirkpatrick (Aetna Firey i the char, the meeting
proceeded to business and discussed up to a certain
point the submitted Constitution and By laws, when
a difficulty presented atseli requiring an explanation
irom members of the original committee unfortunate
ly absent.  An adjournment of the meeting was then
made, subject to recall by the Sceretary at some carly
date when the full committee are expected to be pre
sent. It is mtended to have the Institute in full work
myg order at the carliest possible moment. | will re
serve my fuller notice of the objects and proposed
scheme of usefulness of our new venture until all pre
liminary details are completed. 1 will just say that
both Fire and Life Managers and their staff of em
ployees are alike eligible for membership in some one
of the three proposed classes; and a hearty coopera
tion of both branches of insurance as well as  the
Kindred though minor insurance organizations such
as \n'iwh'lll, Plate Glass, ete , 18 desired,

The recent medical examinations made at the in-
stance of the city, of its firemen, by Dr. Sheard, the
medical officer, shows that only seventy per cent of
the men and seven i number of the officers are phy
sically fit for their dutics,  Some one hundred and
fifty four men underwent examination It appears
that several are considered too old to fultil satisfactor
ily the often arduous dutics of firemen.  The result
will be, I suppose, that all the men found so unfit will
have to retive fromthe force Ilhie Health Ofhcer,
morcover, recommends that such arrangements should
be made and rules enforced as would seeure daily
drill and athletic excrcises for the men, and so keep
them in first class condition.  Thus vou sce we are
taking steps to completely reorganize the Fire Brig-
ade on a new model
pointed.

We have the “war fever” up here regarding the
dispatch of the Canadian Contingent to South Africa.
Ontario bubbles over with loval fervor, and Toronto
is the centre of it all.  The selected men from this
Province will have a glorious send off and no lack
cither of “creature comforts” for their trip

The fire insurance situation for the present remains
unchanged as to its business aspeets, The competi
tion of new crop non-tariff offices is most marked and
we hear complaints in all dircctions. That the vol
ume of business lost by Board Companics up to date
is large, T do not helieve, but the drain on the regu-
larly rated business is going to he constant, and will
likely increase in force as time goeson, because the

No chief has as yet heen ap




