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By Ruv. 1. 0. Pake, M.A
THE ANGEL PRESENCE FOR
THE NEW YEAR.
K
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The New Year lies b s, How shall
ke the best of it 7 stepping out upon

v ew path, we should have worthy resolve
The past Ty have

futur fiar

sl Lo sen
the

whule

i Tiigh expectations
e marred, bt the
I\ leed, instead of one path soliciting om
ttontion at the opening of the yoar there
ae two o the one in which divine goidance 1
found, and the one in which there is no light
heaven. 1t is certain we ennnot make
the year 18989 what it ought to he unless we
the path where is found Diving
illumination.  Selecting the other path, we
stope in the darkness, and are sure to
stunible and fall. Our topic
the privilege of the Divine presence through
ont the new, untried year, and throughout
the future our hives What is needed,
young people, is the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit in the soul, and the application of
leavenly principles to all earthly activities,
d this new year and every year will b
prosperous in the best meaning of the term
1. Taere 15 A Divive way. There is a
Divine way for individuals,  Joseph, Abra
tam, Daniel and David seleeted this path
The faithful people of God in bosh Old and
New Testament thmes w guided in the
Divine way, and multitne Christinns
since have been found  walking therein
Those who seek Divine guidance way h
to be led in the vight way.  There is also o
Divine way for nations, and those nations
that seck to walk in the way of national up
ehtness and recognition of God's suprem
will attain perpetuity.
re was steh noway for the Israclites
(a) This way was through the
Nuch are the conditions of our present ex
Every way to greatn to glory,
wd to divinely propared places is the
the wilderness. As the old Latin adage puts

iy I

s of

reatness amnd

wy

wilde ruvss

istene

it Per asporn nd astrn"—through trials
to glory.  This is the law of nature as well
1 grace

(hy Tris van wasbeset with envmivs, There

re always seen and unseen forees oppuosi
the onward and upward course of those who
we striving after trae nobility, and the ac
complishment of the Divine purposes. The
warch of the Iseaclites was opposed, and the
nearer they cane to the vealization of their
hopes, the more mumerons did - their
wppear,  The greatest strnggle often takes
place just before the fiml vietory.  The
valley of decision is the place of stern con
flict.  The fact that the powers of evil eon
centrate their skill and stren
on s o sign that we are in the right way.
() Thix Divine waywas one of wany price
Travelers  must not  expeet  the
pleasures and comforts of home. The mareh
of the Israclites was not a summer holiday
H no doubt appe ften to them as
stern duty. Lr.\ did not pursue the )
beeause they felt like it, but because they
must. We, too, must e prepared for priva
tions,  We shall make progress in this way,
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abstacles we must wiutain o quiet futh,
ol spirit of patient and heroie endurane
(d) This Dicine wiy was contviry o mere
hovmn Liking. Notiee n\.» froquent com
plainings of the people of Iseel.  The
ard's way was not pleasing to them. 1t so

cften opposed their i inclinations
seltish purposes, Gol's way is not our way !
Ours iy appest plessant at fiest, but it
shall be Bittor at the But God's way is
often the revers not exaetly, for
sweet is grneonsly with the hitter
when it is meted out to us. There is hunger,
I There is thirst,
there is elem from the smitten rock
There is perplexity, hut there is an angel to
i

yot

but

water

al protect
Tis Wiy

aren Praces. Al is well that
and this way is well for it brings o
pruved place. Many are willing
they are certain wring rich
The miners and speenlators in the
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well
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veion subimit to privations and havdships
with the prospect of attaining wealth.  Yet,
hopes are often Blasted in werely Tuman
pursuits : bt if we faithfully fultil divine
conditions we shall come to divinely-prepared
places. Palestine was amony the wost fruit
ful and beantiful of all lands, the joy of all
climes, the song of all conntries, the gomdly

hevitage of the host of nations.  How cmin
ently fitting thut this lovely Land should be se
loeted as the vepresentation of the rewand of
the long, wiliderness journey.  The hardships
of the way ended in the poace and plenty of
the Promised Lud. And, Epworth L ers
if we tread the divine path faithfully and
persistently, we  shall veach through the
trials of the way, the Cannan of the realization
of o hopes. We shull be attaining know
of the teuth, strength of character,
command of civenmstances, inereasing useful
to vesist the
nnised  Jand
ward Gl

ness i servies wer
andd to do the righit, the p
of w eomseience void of offence t

wrowil

1
ovil,

and man, There s the heavenly Canaan as
well as the earthly Canaan, - What matters
it though the way be long, and sometimes

hard, we do not walk alone, and the place to
which we are travelling is so beautiful and
Attinetive cunnot fuil to veach it if
we ehey divine diveetions,

BT TraverLess
Favoren witn o Divisg Goane
not tell whether this angel i created
1 or the second person in the Trinity
the angel that was with the chureh in the
wilderness.  Suclis the opinion of Burrows,
suggestions we Tave freely used.  But
The divine nane was

and we

Tris WAy ARe
We ean

oN

was

whose
we lenrn his grentness,

in i, The divine nane s indicative of
the divine character.  The angel was ap
pointed by infinite wisdom, and was com

petent to perform all his important offices,
He knows all the way, anderstands all its
dangers and difficulties, and is able both to
witidde and proteet,  Jesus Christ, our Lowd,
the Angel of the new covenant, is a perfect
wuide s He knows the way, for He walked it
Bimself : He is aequainted with its sorrows
unel Biawdshiips s He s personally inspected
the course 5 and with a full knowle
L He assures the faithinl traveller o
direetions and His personal presence,

Lo ConTineance iy tiE Way DereNos
Urox ane Farnecn Pessvrr oF THE
Drvise Wi 1 promises seed-time and
linrvest, but we only expect harvest as the

vesult of prepared soil and planted seed  We
wist ohserve certain conditions, if we wish
to continue in the way. v begin is not

enongh—we st press on to the end by
patient continuance in well doing, M of
the ancient people did not enter the prom-
ised land, because they failed to recognize
the will of God as their authority in all
things. ** Ye shall serve the Lord your G
and He shall bless thy bread and thy wate

is  law and a promise that applies to all
ages. We must obey the voiee of the angel.
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We must observe cantion, obedience, self
restraint, and the entive destruction of all
that has the remotest tendency to da

the woral nature.  While other puln
let us remmin in the one divine
voices innumerable sound in onr

not fuil to listen to the supreme voice that
hids us k Lis commnds, but hy so doing
this hright new year, we shall lend our aid

to the tolling of the bell that shall

ng in the valiunt and the fre
The Targer heart, the kindlier hand :
out the darkness of the land

i the Christ that is t
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JAN. 8.—A PRECIOUS INVITATION.
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Here is an invitation for all the world

No one is excluded,  Everyone may enjoy
the blessings it offers exeept the one who
deliberately and persistently refuses to re
spond, Al all sorts and conditions
of men are included in the catalogue of thos
“that labor and are heavy laden.”  Some
are thus affected in body, some in mind, and
all in spirit, apart from the great Burden
Bearer, for **all have sinned and come short
of the glory of Gaod
The preparation ne
of this divine
condition as laboring

classes,

ded to take advantage
v realization of our
and heavy laden; o
jon of Christ as the only One who

Ar and a willingness to avail
omrselves of the rest He so freely bestows.

ffer i

rest ;

Al the fitness o ety
w10 feel our newd of Hin

And what blessedness the result implies !
literal illus
1 will give
a bless

will vest you."  This is the
tration, which means wore than *
you rest.” It is not as if rest were
ing Christ could hestow as
ke which wmight be

A present,

after the giver had gone.  When Christ
leaves the faithless follower His rest also
leaves.  Christ's vest is only possible to the

Believer when he possesses Chirist's prosence
and is obeying Christ’s precepts.  Rest i
not so much what Clivist gives to us as wha
He is to us, and so He says, not ** 1 will give
you rest,” but rather 1 will vest you." 1t
i5, i one sense, the sublime rest to the
when that soul s in harmony with the will
of its Creator and Redecmer.

Do not imagine. young people, that this is
the rest of inaction, neither that the thorns
shall be converted into roses, nor that the
trinls of life shall be removed. 1t matters
not in what cirenmstances men are, whether
high or low —never shall the rest of Christ
be found in ease fication ; never
throughout eternity, will there be rest found
in a life of freedom from duty ; the paradise
of the sluggard, where there is no exertion,
the heaven of the coward where there is no
diftienlty to be opposed, is not the rest of
Christ. . The Redeemer gives rest by giv
us the spirit and power to hear the burden.
Now let us present an outline avo
which thoughts may he clustered :

WO KINDS OF PERSONS INVITED.

Wi

lready seen that these two clagses

have
include the whole of mankind. But view
them in detail -they that labor and they
that are heavy laden. These two expressions
cover the active and passive sides of our
need.  The former refers to work which, by
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