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Cht Dominion PntbyuiKa OBLIGATORY VOTING.
We are greatly gnitihed to olwerve the 

question oi obligatory voliiig u coming 
iutt practical politic». We do Dot su y 
"compulsory voting,'' because we du noi 
think the phrase happy. There ie noth
ing more ot compulsion about thin propose 
lion than there ie in vompuhtory jury duty, 
eompulaory paying ot debts, com pu hoi/ 
leaving park dowers alone, or eompuleory 
avoidance ol depositing your garbage on 
your neighbor's lot.

The great lesson to be taught the 
strueted and the venal, is the lesson that 
•very qualified elector is a member and 
partner in the sell-governing community; 
and that, therefore, the tranchise is not 
a chattel to sell, but a duty to perform. 
That lesson cun be powerfully promoted 
by making it legally obligatory on every 
quahiied elector to east his vote (except 
because ot illness or other valid reason; 
or pain ot the stigma ot distranclnsvinenl 
tor a certain number of years tollowmg.

The bulk ot the individual electoral 
ruption centres about what the exiwit 
workers term "getting out the vote." The 
cure tor that is to lay upon ouch elector 
the duty of getting out his own vote.

FAMILY RECONCILIATIONS.
An old grudge of twenty one yuuiw' 

standing is l.kely to be just a U t Uitin .ill 
to handle, for it i» not likely to improve 
with age, and especially u u be a tuin.lv 
quarrel, the mint difficult at all reeoncilkl
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Alas, how easily once loved 
sc|ta rated, how unkind ami ungmeiuw 
words aiv spoken, all because the devil is 

«■lid the more 
in .ubeyunce! 

iv wne trouble in the house of 
Kubckah which culminated in a 

general breaking up of a once happy- 
home, a bitter ot rangement of two bro
thers who hud fed from the same breast, 
and tor twenty-one yeeie Jacob and bàsiu 
neither e|iokv together nor saw each other, 
ihink ol brother# not «qicukiiig together 
ami yet Jacob and tisau were not the only 
une» who lived to regret the tolly of their 
ways, for death lias often come when it 
was too late tv ' cconie reconciled. It is 
indeed, a pitiable to behold thoeu
who at one tune were uvarly devoted to 
each other become enemies, tor neither 
the one nor the other is happy, and both 
sutler iMiii, and especially the transgrev 
•or. In fact, it take* two to quarrel, and 
it the one or the other will but keep 
quiet, the trouble will soon die away. It 
is better to purchase peace at
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RUSSIA EMERGING.
During Uic war between Japan and 

llweia. THE LX UNION PRESBYTER 
1AX, lake uAher journals, drew 
Htwk of piiiloeo]diy to forecast the 
of even*#. We pointed out the outcoina 
wvuhl probably be a severe defeat fo/ 
Kusp-.u; but tliat it woirkl in a sense be 
Russia* uaitivmtl salvation; that ecti- 
go\ ci nincut couhl only come through au 
overwhelming humiliation, and the ex
treme* pressure of eireuiuetaneew. It 
has turnvNl out a# we predicted: A Rus
han Parliament js today in session! 
Urudc, untamed and unsettled this lirai 
legislature uuturaJly is, 
peeted, but we are bo 
Irnve been evinced already a moderation, 
a courage, and a parliamentary skill 
wiliiuh give promise of helpful enactments 
and sane guidance ot public opinion.

It is nol always easy tv dieueru the 
linger ol 1'rovidciicv in dark dispensa
tion»; but if ever suoli tiscerliment were 
clear, it looks to be #0 in the case and 
alter results ol the recent war. The au
tocracy ot Russia needed u strong check; 
tile whip o: flagellation was Japan; the 
result, the rising ot Japan (as an ally ol 
Christian Britain) into a powerful inter
national factor; and, quite as important, 
the dawn ot legislative evil-government in

Ottawa, Wxdnimday, May Si, 190b.

We learn lioiu a summary published by 
the Library Journal that Mr. Andrew Car
negie lias given to Ins own and other 
i raw more t lia 11 *4U,UUU,UUU lor libraries. 
East Uni
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a great
price than to have war. Jacob could well 
«Bord to scud présente to Esau, for he 
could no longer bear the tbougnt of différ
ence between him and lu» brother, and it 
i# better to pay the price ot humility, the 
price ol taking the first step toward 
conciliation, than to be at enmity one with 
another.

Uenix *>owde is about to publish at 
The Oxford University Press a book of 
value to English authors, it is entitled 
"The King's English." It deals with quw- 
♦ions of vocabulary, syntax, "airs and 
racer, ' punctuation, euphony, quotation, 

grammar, meaning, ambiguity, and style. 
Puseagiw are cited from well-known author* 
and their erroi* in 
pointed out.

as might be ex- 
und to say there Let the innocent take the first step, for 

it is easier tor such to go to the enemy 
than for the enemy tv go to the other. 
Beside#, it is Christ's method, and also 
hie command, for the nearest way to Clod 
is by the way of your enemy. If "you 
bring thy gilt to the altar and there re 
meui lie reel that thy enemy hath aught 
against thee, leave there thy gift and go 
lust to thy enemy and be reconciled, and 
then come and offer thy gift." Sometimes 
Uod strikes a hard blow in older that lie 
may bring about a reconciliation, just a» 
when he smote Jacob in the thigh and he 
went forth limping, hiuiseli made humble 
and the heart ol his brother Esau touched 
and softened at his brother » affliction, »o 
tliat when they met, they met us friends, 
us brotheiv. Sometime» the blow ot aick- 
nvws, or of death enters the home, and 
thereby Uod brings about family reconcil- 
lation. Why wait until driven? Why not 
be at peace one with the other before Uod 
is compelled to strike the hard blow? 
Hid more like Jacob of old get down 011 
their knees and pray to Uod, there would 
be more happy meeting of enemies. In
stead of advertising differences to an un- 
synijNithetic world, go and tell your trou
ble to .Jesus, and ask him to help you, 
and peace will be awured. Be at peace 
one with another.

grammar, syntax, etc.,

l*or the moderatorship a number of 
nominations h ive been made, the names 
most prominently before the Church being 
Oi. OuVal of \V innipvg. Or. Summerville 
ot Owen Round and Or. Falconer of Pk- 
luu, N«S.,j the last named being 
by the largest number of Prvsb 

ke 11 hood

inen-t lulled 
yteries will 

succeed Or. Armstrong 
in the chair of the highest court of the 
Presbyterian Church.

in all li

In Alderman Armstrong’» article on 
“Changes 111 Eleven Year#," in last 
week » issue, a mistake occur* which de
mand» correction. It will be noticed that 
among the dejiarted leaders enumerated 
by the writer, Or. Win. Gregg# 
i» mentioned. We are glad to be able to 
say that iBe venerable octogenarian, so 
far from hiving pawed to his reward, 
was it the List meeting of Toronto Pres 
bytery appointed a commissioner to the 
General Assembly at London; 
there our worthy corretponden 
an opportunity of apologizing to Dr. 
Gregg in person fur the error into which 
he was unwittingly betrayed.

Obedient to direction# of the Synod, 
the following commissioner» met on 
Thursday evening last in Knox church, 
Moose Creek: Rev. J. Hty, Renfrew, 
convener; Revs. Dr. Kamwùy. Ottawa; 
Or. Mow alt and Prof. Uruicksbanks, 
Montreal, and Me-*r*. John K. Reid, Ui 
tawa; and 11. Montgomery, Morrisburg, 
elders. The only absentee was Rev. O. 
Currie, ot Perth, who was unavoidably 
detained. Negotiations were continued 
MuwuuwwfuUy till midnight, when ad
journment was had till Friday morning. 
Upon reassembling the go#i>el of peace 
wue preached, with such good effect 
that a reconciliation was effected and 
an agreement signed, by virtue of 
which l>r. Wat to 
church niemlic-rslilp. This agreement wa» 
lead to the congregation of Knox churcn 
lust Sunday morning by Rev. A. A. Moi 
neon, of Kirk llill; and thus a queatioi. 
which greatly troubled the local church, 
the Presbytery and Synod, has been et 
teutually settled.

1and while 
t will have

Til* lllcttinK of «he W. F. M. S. 11
>\ innâpeg iras in every way a great nuc- 

Tbe attendance—over 5U0—was a 
record-breaker. OI the personnel ol the 
convention The Free Pré» .peak, in 
the highest term». On this «ihie-t our 
Western contemfiorary write.: "’hey are 
women with : Incise gifts, hut with the 
common gift of eloquence which ha. been 
enhanced, perha|M engendered, by exer- 
ci«e of mind and tongue. From the in
itial addle.., given by Mr». Mefiwen. 
a talented woman o4 the Western prair- . 
lea known for her gracious ways and ca
pacity to toil at caddy and blithely 
to I lie eloquent and eery aide closing 
word, of Mrs. Mcffucslcn, of Hnuiihon. 
there was manifested a spirit of gentle- 
ness, strength and charity, inch 
church court ever eidled.”

It ia no use miking God to ahow ua tbs 
way of life unleea we .tort out iu search

Bleseed ia h. that plane* and nurture* 
a good thought. It -will ever lie a idea 
sant try sting pine, for th. children of hi. 
brain.

The Lord Jesus Christ would hmve ua 
think of lli. salvation a. s force within 
ua tliat make. . man the master of thing», 
the master ot circumstance* Listen to thé 
exultant huent ol St. Paul, “In all thaïe 
things I am more than conqueror in Him 
that loved me." Tliat i. the Gospel ol 
Jesus Christ, the finding of an authority 
that sets the man ia hie right pomthm to- 
wards everything will which he hn tc do. 
-Mark Guy Peaime.
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THE LIVIN(i AGE of .April 28 reprint
ed from The Nineteenth Century a etrik- 
ing but somewhat iiewimiutie article 
"The Reading of the Modern Girl." THE 
LIVING AGE 
clever consideration of the other side of 
the quention under the title “Do Our Uirls 
Take an in ter eat in Literature ?”

for May IVtli contains a

*


