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fatherless children. Very often minister's
wives are unpaid pastor s assistants.

‘Pue Sabbath schools and young people's
committees propare and oversee all work
for the traiming of the young,

Assembly, Synod and Vresbytery funds
pay all expenses of the buisiness of the
church, such as distribution of probation-
ers, statistics, preparing hymn books,
printing, ete. No other business 1s s0
econonucally managed as church business
The reason is, minuters pay much of the
expenses out of their own pockets. Mea-
agemen® costs 3 1-2 per cent.

The action of Orangeville Presbytery is
timely and it is to be hoped thai similar
steps will be taken by other Presbyteries,
for methods of finance in many Presby-
terian congregations stand greatly in need
of reformation. The weekly offering sys-
tem for all purposes, wh dopted,
has demonstrated its efficiency.

A CHRISTMAS THOUGHT.

Our school histories need to be re-wriv
ten, not indeed omitting the greal wars,
but setting forth the awlul cost and sacri
lice 1uvolved.  Let the pupus know by
tue hospitals, the soldiers’ homes, Lhe peu-
slon lst, Lue greal army of widows aud
orphaus, thut even victory 1s not all gion-
ous. How many know that the govern:
ment of the United States spends over $8,
V00,000 per month upon its navy; or rea
lize that if thus vast sum lor only one
year were used for bwlding up men, in-
stead of preparing tor the work ot destroy-
ing men and property, each one of six
nullion alliterates over ten years ot age
wowid get a three years' schooling? ‘ALhe
world 18 slow m learning what Longtel-
low taught uity years ago:

“Were bhalf the power to fill the world
with terror,

Were Lalf the wealth bestowed on camps

and courts,
Given to redeem the buman mind from
wrver,

There were no need of arsenals or forts.”

A dist bed Knglish Ci dian, Prot.
Goldwin Smuth, in an address lately de-
livered to the convention of trades and
labor unions of Canada at Uttawa, spoke
of “'the enormous waste of labor in tur-
nishing the implements of strite,” and

ted out the fact that the
means devoted to the prosecution of the
recent destructive war in the Kast had
been “wrung from labor.” Une of the
United States statisticians, Mr, Atkinson,
has estimated that each family of tive peo-
ple pays for the expense of wartare
twenty-five doliars a year. 1s it not wick-
ed, says The Interior, for a country that
has no enemy to fear, to spend so much
money on armaments? Battleships and
forts cannot protect us from the army ot
illiterates within our own borders. s it
too much to hope that in some not very
distant day the more advanced nations of
the world will vie with each other, not
in the size of their standing armies and
the number of their warships, but in the
number and efficiency of their schools and
libraries and other institutions for the
good of the people, as well as in the work
of helping to uplift and develop the weak-
er races?

Philadelphia Methodist: Much so-ealled
supplication of God has such a metallic
sound that it is evident the lips are but
an articulating prayer machine. The
whole being 1hould be under tribute in
the worship of God. “The kingdom of
heaven suffereth violence and the violent
take it by force.” It is the fervent pray-
er of a righteous man that availeth much.

The men who make the wars ought to
fight-them Let czars and autocrats go to
the front and there will be fewer wars.

*CHRISTIANITY AND PATRIOTISM

In this bhour of crisis in the history ol a
great nation when the eyes oithe whole
world are directed towards Kussa, tus
little volume of lssays lrom the pen ol
Count Leo Tolstoy has appeared most op-
portunely. Al through the late war with
Japan and now during the suvsequent so-
cial revolulion every expression i opLowl
from ‘Lolstoy has demanded tue atlenuon
and respact of the press of kurope. In-
UEEU UNE Ol Lae essays 0L Luis Voile oou-
Ladls LS Views on Lue war, b aled tor

LITERARY NOTES,

THE REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF
THE NEW TESTAMENT; By Geo.
Matheson, D.D,, LLD, F. R. 8. K
Edinburgh, Hodder and Stoughton,
London. G. B. Upper Canada Lract
Society, Toronto. Frice $1.75.

Those who have been fortunate emough
to read Rev. Dr. Matheson's two volumes
on “Representative Men of tbe Uld Les
tament,” wil be n:: wd humn x:ut
lus “Kepresenlative en oW
1 1, 18 now lable for the read-

tue London lunes. It 1s not vhat the
views ol the venerable author have receiv-
ed even general acceplance.  Loat is ren-
dered umpossible by the lar-reacuing, al-
wost revolutionary character ob his essen-
tial Weas,  Bul everyone who knows any-
thing of lolstoy and lus wrtings must teel
sowethiug ol the maguetisun and  great
carnestuess ol the man, who stauds as one
of the most strking hgures i the ranks
ol modern wen of letters. s portrait
which forms the froutpiece of tius volume
pictures at once 'us great strength and
sometbing ol the uelect of his powt ol
view.

The first of the several essays, Clristi-
amly and Patnouswm, gives us a sort of
summary of Lolstoy's views on war, gov-
ermment, the press, the clergy, ete.  't'he
central ea ol Lhe essay 15 L0 prove Lnat
“Patriousm in its true seuse has neither
waterial nor moral grounds tor existence,
that 1s to say, that 1t 1s compatible with
Chrstianity,  Llus 8 a strange, almost
startling doctrine in our country where so
much is wade of patrotism. At first we
are tempted to believe the man foolish o
talk thus. And yet, as we read on, we
feel that there 18 a deep truth lymg be
neath what he says. However, we still
believe that this 1s not the last word.

ing public. The first two volumes were
fine speciment of Biblical literature, thor-
vughly evangelcal 1o toune and as thor
oughly orthodoy as any devout Presby-
terin could wish, furnisiung at once very
lusuructive and  exceedingly enleria uing
reading, in marked contrast with many
semi-relgious works of fiction which
from tune to time are placed on the book
arket.

‘Lhe new volume, “‘Representative Men
of the New Testament,” is qute equal
L 1ts two predecessois and equally as
deserving of the patronsze of the read-
ing public. In bis preface ube author re-
nunds lus readers that the tirst twu vol-
umes of s gallery of portraile exhibited
“phases of character,” whie the mnew
volume exhibits “revolutions of charac.
ter'’—tbe “studies are wental, not criti
cal nor historical.” The list of por-
traits indicates the scope of Dr. Mathe
sou's pen-portraits.

John, the expanded (the Baptist);
John, the self- 5 Nathanael,
the invigorated; Peter, the emboldened;
Nicodemus, the instructed; Thomas, the
convinced; Philip, the disillusioned; Mat-
thew, the exalted; Zaccheus, the con-
scious-struck; James, the softened; Dar-
nabus, the chastened; Mark, the steadied;
Cornel the trans-pl d; Timothy,

What he says is colored by
and conditions which we can scarcely ap-
preciate, and the patriotism which he de-
scribes is not worthy of the name. 1At
seems to be little or more than what we
wowld call jngowsm, that poor, gaudy,
bollow mwckery of a real, pure luve ot
country that 18 so greatly to be desired.
We agree with Lolstoy that we are better
off without that kind of patriotsm, and
y#'- We Deleve Lial wuere s & Jove ol coun
Ly, like Loat of Jesus or DL, Law, wiucn
18 one ol Lhe wost beauulul expressions of
Chrsuamty and in no seise iLcolsisient
Wilh umiversal love and brotuerbood.
However, though forced to we

the disciplined; Paul, the illuminated.
The above is a striking gallery of por-
traits. The author, in beasutiful and
chaste languag iot the ag
which each Lfe brings to the men and
women of our . Buch literature can-
not but be helpful. We have no hesita-
tion in commending this volume to the
reading publie.

A FOREST DRAMA. By Louis Pendle-
ton, Author of “The Sons of Ham,”
ete. Poole Publishing Co,, Toronto.

Th‘f volume is not exactly thrilling,
but it describes some rather exciting
situations, and is on the whole romantic

must still adout that wo are quite ‘a1 sym-
pathy with the task wuich Lolswo, s thus
Blriving to  perioru. Lhere 18 muc. w
dduure, much to lay 0 ueart i Lue su-
IulAlng words trom Liis strange wan, in
his rude peasant garb. llus essay, a8
well as the others 1 the senes, 1s well
worth reading by all, wbether mterested
wm lolstoy mmself or not.

The Oldest Country in the New World,
Everybody is talking about the high-
class special excursion which the Grand
Trunk Railway System are organizing
for Mexico, and which will leave Mont-
real 9.00 a.m., Januvary 29th, 1906, in
special Pullman cars on the “‘lnternation-
al Limited.” These cars will be attached
to the private train that will be occupied
throughout the tour at Chicago the fol-
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end ng—a tale of Canada’s west-
ern wilds in which tourists, French hab-
itants, lndil}u and escaped convicts play-
ed a prominent part. All's well that
ends well—the heroine of the piece was
united to the man of her ohoice after
passing through a kidnapping experience,
and the escaped conviet was sent back
to England to suffer for his misdeeds.
On the whole a very readable book.

A CHRONICLE OF CHRISTMAS by
Jeannette Grace Watson, the Saalfield
Publishing Co., Akron, Ohio, New York
and Chicago. This is a compilation of
Yuletide literature, beautifully printed
with colored borders, rough edges, etc.,
making a most acceptable gift book at
this holiday season. The scope of the
work is seen in the table of contents,
which includes  sections from well
known authors, while the story of Christ-

lowing 1 P

in rate. Tour will last about forty
days, and will cover the most interesting
portions of the “oldest country in the
New World." Apply to any Grand
Trunk Agent or to J. Quinlan, Bona-
venture station, Montreal, for all infor-
mation, descriptive matter, rates, ete.

*Christianity and Patrioti with Per-

tinent Extracts from Other Kssays by
Count Leo Tolstoy. Translated by Paul
Borger and others. Chicago, The Open
Court Publishing Co., London, Kegan Paul,
Trench, Trubner and Co., Ltd., 1005.

mas is quaintly told by Jeannette Grace
Watson. Price $1.00, boxvd.

Presbyterian Standard: One reason why
the people are instisting more and more on
the management of their own public uliti-
ties is that the high prices for water,
gas, etc., bear hardest upon the poor. It
makes ong’s blood boil to think that such
an essential of life and of health as water
should be made to cost more through in-
terest charges on bonds that some high
financier manipulated in order to line his
own pockets with the proceeds,




