* THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN 89

ed that, on the coming Children's Day, each
sckool shall rally round the Century Fund
elandard by adopting the following resolu-
tien:—

The superintendent, officers, teachers and
scholars of ——— —— Presbyterian Sabbath
6chcol, resolve:—

1 To volunteer for active service on be-
half of the Century Fund

2. To remind each other about the scheme
and to seek God's blessing, specially on ths
first S8abbath of each month,

3. To be gathering throughout the year, so
that on the next Children’s Day our con-
tribution may average at least ——— for
each member of the school,

4. That under the guidance of the teachers
and friends at home the scholars shall work
and deny themselves, and thus bring gifts
that have been largely provided by them-
selves,

6 That contributions to the Century Fund
ehall be additional to those which have
hitherto been given in this school.

The form of the resolution is here sug-
getted, as being that which may be used by
the comn. tee in preparing a large card,
whick may ve displiyed in each school that
identifies itself with the movement, and it
is the hope of the committee that minis-
ters ard superintendents may so present
the matter that such a card shall have a
prominent place in each of our 2,500 Sabbath
schecls, R, CAMPBELL.

Renfrew, July 28th, 1899,

Can Preaching be Made Interesting ?

The question itself, at any rate, is an in-
teresting one. Ministers are not the only
ones who ask it. It Is a quostion which
haunts not a few people. There are some
preacherg who will carry it away with them
into the woods or other place of vacation
resort. And likely some members of the
congregation will turn the same question
over in their minds while the preacher is
away.

Can preaching be made interesting? Firet-
ly, that depends. There is no music that
wili interest the deaf, There is no food that
suits the dyspeptic. There are two parties
to the transaction. It is necessary to take
inte the account not only the party of the
first part, but as well the answering party
of the second part.

The preaching of Jesus did not affect all
alike; indeed, apparently, there were some
who, strange as it seems, went off as though
it were all nothing to them. Yet, as a rule,
it is certain that the preaching of Him who
spoke with authority, did arrest attention.
No arrow missed its mark. And there was
no throwing qut of words at random. He
who knew what was in man, and was in-
stant in seeing the meaning of every mod-
ern Instance, the pertinence of every occa-
cler, the advantage of every element of
timeliness, made no mistake: in suiting the
word to the opportunity. A d there are still
fome preachers who, in their measure, have
the same qualitles, Somehow thelr preach-
ing iIs wonderfully apt to interest people,

Can preaching be made interesting? That
is another way of saying, can people here
and now be made to see things as they are?
The Gospel of the grace of God in Christ
for us men Is in itself a fact that Is in-
finitely interesting. It comes home to the
business and the bosom of men as mnothing
elee can. It has to do with everything that
is deepest and highest in human nature;
With everything that is most vital and com-
monest In the daily concerns of life; with
everything dearest in human affectlon; with
all that is most serious and consequential
Ir one’s relations to others; with all that
Is most steadying, most sustaining, most in-
spiring In men’'s outlook toward the future,
For a preacher who actually knows what

it is, and has daily experience of it, and
who sees, sees with his heart as well as
With his head, what it must be to others
also, the wonder would be if he could not
make it interesting to them,

Of course thL:re are the elements of time.
liness and pertinence which the preacher
has got to heed. As we have said, Christ's
words never missed their mark, They wera
always to the point, always timely, always
Intensely apt. The same thing was true of
the preaching at the Pentecost, as it has
also been of the preaching in e v Pente-
costal period in the history of Christianiry
from that day to this, That preachers whs
have such power to awaken and to lead
men are profoundly, pung:ntly, totally in
earnest, is to be taken for graniel, That
I8 only another way of saying that ihey
are reul, and no make-believe, ns sham.
Fut over and above all that, cthers is the
spiritual sense, the mental alertness which
makes them as it were instinetiv:ly match
their mode of appeal to the instant mood
of the hearer. We all know what it is to
be addressed at times in an out-of ®oris
way. The photographer when he would
catch the image in his camera takes the
plate that has been duly sensitized for ths
purpose, He, moreover, uses it in the tine
of it. He would only be playing the fool
with himself, his instrument and the parson
before him, were he indifferent to thoss con-
ditions of success. The fisherman wh) suc-
ceeded, dropped his line where the fish were,
not where they were not. The Young fel-
low from the city who had spsat the day
on one of the inland lakes of Michigan “with-
out a bite,” gave an explanation ih.
Bood as far as it wen:, when he said, “We
didn’t seem to catch their attention,”

Can preaching be made inte: sting? In
other words, can the preacher of ty-day,
who has Christ's message to deliver, manage
€0 to deliver it in these times of number-
less distractions, and in the mids: of other
ahsorbing mental pre-occupations, as to ar-
rest public attention, and hold it to the
realities of the soul's inner life and the laws
and interests of the spiritual world” Cer-
tainly, not easily can this be done, Success
In every instance will be a victory, He will
want to be utterly honest, totally in earnest,
and withal be willing to pay the costs of
€uccess in the assiduity of the all-round
preparation of himself for it, It will not be
by scamping his work as a student. It will
no: be by throwing away his notes, nor yet
by using his notes. It will not be by try-
Ing to Imitate somebody else. There are no
pulpit mannerisms, no unnatural tones, no
pulpit drawl or awful explosive half-whis-
pered cadences of voice, that will help him
In the least. Some may succeed in spite
of these unrealities of manner and affecta-
tions of tone, but the odds are heavy against
them. For, in these times, at any rate,
manly men like the preacher to use manly
tones and speak straight out in pure, clear,
fresh, wholly vital, soulful, and so manly
and convincing, utterance; as if he meant
gimply and exactly what he is saying and
all that he is trying to say. Whatever else
may become outworn, the essential Gospel
of Christ can never be out of date; it will
[forever be, from the nature of the case, the
latest thing there is, and the right delivery
of it thle most continuously sensational,
Paul understood the case when, in his let-
ters he urges his dearest friends to pray for
him, that “utterance” may be given him,
that he may speak the word “boldly, so as
Iought to speak it.”

Can preaching be made interesting? Not
long ago a young minister out West, intent
on making, if possible, the message which
was burning in his own heart interesting
to others also, was moved to put it into the
fcrm of a parable or story. “A sower went
forth to sow.” The story was told in the
i , directest ible way, with not a
word that did not fit the purpose and help

tell the message. Having preached it, he
printed it. Pecple began to buy and read
and talk about it. It was carried across ths
€€a and printed there, until within lass taan
a year now as many as two million copies of
I, It is said, have been sold. It has there-
fore probably been read by three times that
aumber, unti! there is nobody but kas heard
of the book, “In His Steps—What Would
Jesus Do?" Helped by a fine genius for in-
tellectual and spiritual sympathy and taught
by the ever-glorious Spirit himself,the preach-
er in this instance was enabled to make
bhis way of putting the message match the
ropular mood of the moment, and to strike
irto startled resaponsivencss, on both sides
the Atlantic, the thoughts and faclings of
mer that were already “in the air.”

No, the gospel of Jesus Christ has not lost
its power or outlived its timeliness. Yes,
preaching con be made interesting.—The In-
terior,

—_——

Literary.

During the summer months, fruit is 1 sub-
Jeet of no little importance, and maiy in-
teresting and helpful hints have been given
for the bene3t of the consumer or the pre-
scrver. Of the fig as grown and ucilized in
California; of the melon and its relatives;
of the proper serving of various fruits—their
usges on the menu ancC recipes nroviding for
present and future consumption, is informa-
tion to be gained from the August issae of
Table Talk. Other topics of interest are
“The Barly Training of Children:” “Cook-
ing in Stoneware;" "Dishwashing as it
Should be Done;” “Walking as a Fine Ant,”
ete,, ete. Table Talk Publishing Co., Phila-
delphia, Pa.

The August number of Ev'ry Month is to
hand. “Midsummer Modes,” with the latest
hot weather fancies, and the “Garden in
August,” will appeal especially to the women
who love either flowers or fashions, The
fifteen pages of popular music which con-
tinues to be the prominent feature, is un-
usually attractive in this issue, and whoever
purchases or subscribes to the magazine
may congratulate themselves on obtaining
more than their money's worth in securing
“Treasures That Gold Cannot Buy,” a sen-
timental song by Will A. Heelan; “The
Oceanic March and Two-Step;” “Plantation
Echo Song,” with its characteristic dance;
and “Violet Gavotte.” To give two voeal
and two ‘nstrumental pieces of music, clear-
Iy printed on good paper, w'th all the illus-
trations, stories, interviews, ete., for 10 cents,
is certainly most liberal of the publishers,
Ev'ry Month, 1260 Broadway, New York.

A valuable handbook descriptive of the
New York Metropolitan Museum of Art and
the treasures contained therein is now In
press, and will soon be issued under the
title of “The Treasures of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art of New York. The book
will be profusely illustrated by beautiful
full-page hailf-tone pictures, many of which
are of subjects never before reproduced,
from photographs taken by the official pho-
tographer of the museum. The text is ably
written by Arthur Hoeber, the art critic of
the New York Commercial Advertiser, and
his description covers all of the collections
now contained in the museum—architectural
casts, ancient and modern sculpture and
plaster casts, Greek, Roman and Egyptian
antiquities, paintings and drawings of all
ages, porcelains, arms, laces, embroideries
and tapestries, musical instruments, Amer-
ican antiquities, coins, golc and silver orna-
ments, etc, ete. This attractive book can-
not fail to stir up a new enthusiasm in the
contents of the great museum, and will be
pleasurably received by lovers of art and
sightseers all over the continent. It will be
on sale in the museum, as well as in all
bookstores,  Size, 6x9 inches; cloth; sixty
fllustrations. Price, $1.50. It will also be
issued a little later in a popular edition, in
paper covers, at a much lower price. R. H.
Russell, 3 West 20th street, New York,




