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Notwithstanding all this, the story 
inc and well-told, and cannot fad to have a 
wholesome and helpful effect on the youthful 
reader. It is embellished with a number of ex­
cellent half tone illustrations.

“John Splendid," by Neil Munro, (Copp. 
Clark A Co.), is a good piece of work, and will 
give the writer a first place among Scotch story­
tellers. This is not a sensational novel, with 
a complicated plot, that keeps the reader in 
breathless suspense. It is, rather, a well-told 
tale, a piece of real life. The Highlanders have 
found in Mr. Munro one who knows their home, 
their language and their spirit, and who can 
interpret it so that those who do not know the 
Gaelic can feel the warm pulsations of the Cel­
tic life. John Splendid, if not exactly a “hero," 
is a living men, in whom the reader can take en 
interest, end who represents e certain human 
goodness which is disposed to think lightly of 
theology. The theological side of things is, how­
ever, well maintained by Gordon, the lowland 
Pun/ban parson, who shows that he can sutfer 
as well as preach, and that behind his stern 
theology is some recognition of love, human and 
divine. The “Argile" of this story is a tragic 
figure; m him “the native hue of resolution is 
dcklied o'er with the pale cast of thought." and 
he is quite out of harmony with his rude sur­
roundings. Sufficient, however, to say now that 
this tale of the “Little Wars of Lorn" is really 
a piece of good literature, and besides being an 
interesting story, reflects in a subtle way the 
strife of human passions, and the development 
of character. Is not this for ever the highest

“The Pilgrim's Progress." Quarto, 204 pages. 
Mew York: The Century Co. *1.30. Ecutoou 
de luxe, $5. Seldom has a famous book been so 
adequately illustrated as the new edition of 
“Pilgrim's Prc cress," with illustrations and dec­
orations bv t 'e brothers George, Louis and 
Frederick Rhead. The original drawings, exhib­
ited first in London find afterwards in New 
York, attracted unusual attention in both cities, 
and a general desire was expressed to see them 
reproduced in ornneotkm with the text of llun- 
yun’s classic—the most popular single book ever 
written in the English language. 1 hev are not 
only highly leeoraitive, but they reflect with 
remarkable fidelity the spirit of the book itself. 
There are thirty-six full-page illustrations, and 
twice as many smaller ones, with headbands, in­
itials, etc. The type in which the work is print­
ed has been carefully chosen to harmonise with 
the style of the pictures and decorative borders. 
Perhaps, after all, the moat striking thing about 
the book is the very low price at which the 
regular edition, printed in brown ink on heavy 
paper, is sold—a price that puts it within the

is interest-
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the Selkirk settlement, the rivalries of the old 
trading companies, the acquisition of Rupert's 
I .end by Canada, the troubles arising therefrom, 
the material progress of the country and the 
rapid development of Presbyterianism through­
out the whole Northwest after the organization 
of the Province of Manitoba. It is a book that 
may be read with interest by any Canadian of 
any denomination whatsoever. We noticed a 

pie of errors whidh eacttjied the eye of the 
proofreader. On the very first page it is stated 
that Dr. Black “had reached the age of sixty- 
two” when he died, whereas, on page 154, it is 
correctly stinted that “sixty-four .tears was his 
allotted span." Again, on page 104, the names 
"David Gunn" end “Donald Gunn" are given 
in a single paragraph, where obviously the one 
pe-son is referred to. The book has po-G-niti 
of Dr. Black and Rev. James Ni «bet, and 
other illustrations.

"Friendship." by Hugh Black, M.A. Toronto: 
Fleming H. Revel] Company ; Montreal: F. E.
Grafton A Sons.

Friendship is as old as humanity, and has been 
a favorite theme for poets and ph'lomjnhere 
since the very beginning of literature. It filled 
a large place in the writings of the ancients. 
The writer of Samuel gives a notable illustra­
tion of it in the beautiful storv of David and 
Jonathan; and Pagan writers or high rank such 
as l'iato. Aristotle, Epictc’us and Oicero, treated 
the subject with philosophic seriousness. In 
modern times, though it inspired the "Lyndas" 
of Milton, and the “In Memoriam" of Tenny­
son, it is aimarently. but not really, an obsolete 
sentiment. The author of this charming little 
work, who is one of the ministers of Free St. 
George's, Edinburgh, and said to he the most 
popular preacher in Scotland, holds that, al­
though "the Christian ideal of love, even for 
one’s enemies, has swallowed up the narrower 
ideal of philosophic friendship, the sentiment 
is not obsolete. “It is as true now as in Aris­
totle’s t me, that no one would care to live v.ith- 
out friends, though he had all other good things. 
It is still necessary to our life in its largest 
sense.” Our author treats the subject from as 
many points of view in nine most interesting 
chatters. The hook itself is « thing of beauty; 
end we <W: conceive of no better gift book, 
from friend to friend, at Ohrietmastide, or, 
indeed, at any time, than this beautiful little 
iVuminated volume. _______1HI

1 he Copp Clark Comivuiy, Limited, dr. Talk­
er's popularity as a novelist must give pi 
to every Canadian who takes an inteisat in Can­
ada's literary development. It is not so many 
years since the publication of “Pierre and li'i 
People," and every succeeding volume hu mani­
festly enhanced the reputation of this clever 
Canadian writer, until his works are now as 

known in Britain and the United States 
will ind­

well
as in his native land. That reputation 
fer nothing from the present work, which ex­
hibits all the author’s skill in character sketch­
ing and plot construction, and his fidelity to 
loea’ color. The scene is laid chiefly in the 
Islend of Jersey, but partly in France and for 
a short while in Canada. The time extends 
from about the commencement of the French 
revolution to the downfall of Napoleon Bona­
parte. We cannot tell the story nor even in­
dicate the plot, which, however. Hinges largely 
on a secret marriage. It is enough to say Dial 
the book is uniform with the author's previous 
w* rke; that it has a very necessary glossary of 
Jersey words and phrases, a map of tlw island 
and a reproduction of Ouless’e en<*raving of Cop­
ley’s famous painting of the "Battle of Jersey," 
row in the National Gallery; and that among 
its 428 pages there is not a single dull one.

“Paithfinding on Plain and Prairie: Stiirine 
Scenes of Lite in the Canadian Northwest. 
By John McDougall, with illustrations by J. 
E. Laughlin. Toronto: William Briggs; Mont­
real: (' W. Coates; Halifax: 8. F. fluent is; 
1898. The adventures related in this most inter­
esting book have the somewhat unusual merit 
oi being true. The author was a pioneer mis­
sionary in the Northwest, long before Confed­
eration, when the Hudson Bay Company ruled 
the land; when vast herds of buffalo roamed 
the plains, and the Indian tribes constantly 
sent out war parties for plunder or revenge. 
The jieriod covered is from 1865 to the autumn 
./ 1868, and it is supplemental to the author's 
previous work, "Saddle, Sled and Snowshoe." 
Books like thus are not only interesting on 
account of the stirring incidents they relate, 
but valuable for their faithful representations 
of conditions which have iiassed away forever, 
and the like of which can nowhere be seen the 
vide world over. The buffalo is extinct, the In­
dian is corralled in reservations, the rule of 
tiie Hudson Bay Company is abrogated, and 
Canadian law prevails from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific.

“The False Chevalier, or the Lifeguard ot 
Queen Marie Antoinette.” By W D. Lghtliall. 
Montreal, 1898: F. E. Grafton A Rons. We have 
m remon to doubt that, as stated in the pre­
face, this story is founded on a packet of worm­
ed ten letters and documents found in an old 
Trench-Canadian house on the banks of the St. 
Tjiwrence.” Mr. Lighthall has made the very 
best use of his meagre material, and has pro­
duced a novel which is a really brilliant addi­
tion to our Canadian literature. The story is 
easily outlined ; but it is its wealth of incident 
and its realistic illustrations of French and 
French < Vinadian social life at the close of the 
eighteenth century—It opens in 1786 
in the midst of the Terror—that makes 
tensely inis resting. Germain Lecour, 
a wealthy Frenon-Oanadian merchant of very 
humble origin, but himself handsome, ai-com- 
plishv-1, well educated and with superior natural 
abilities, is amt to France in charge of a con­
signment of furs, but chiefly to see something 
--•f the land of his fathers. There he attracts 
the notice of a wealthy, childless, old nobleman, 
win» has seen service in Canada some thirty 
years before. He invites the handsome, high 
si irited young Canadian to his chateau and ulti­
mately makes him his heir, after learning all the 
details of hie guest’s origin and social rtaitus, 
which are unreservedly communicated by him. 
The old ehevnlierta introduction of his protege 
to some courtiers of high rank as “Monsieur Le- 
ccur, of Repentigny in Canada.” lead# the latter 
to assume that his name is Lecour de Repeo- 
tignv. an appellation indicative of noble birth 
end territorial possessions. This title, whidh 
eame to him by accident and which Jw and 
ambition impelled him to retain, was destined 
to bring on all the serious consequences which 
form the matter of this story and to change * 
light-hearted voung man into a de*| wrote ad­
venturer." It gave him entrance to court, a 
place in the royal hunts, a commission in the 
Queen’s Bodyguard, and an opportunity to win 
the love of a Montmorency; but ultimately it 
brought him to disgrace and the guillotine. We 
trust we have said enough to induce many of 
»ur readera to test for themselves the merits of 
‘ The False Chevalier."

and ends 
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"The Psalms and Their Story,” by William E. 
Barton, D.D., the Pilgrim Press, Boston: (two 
vils.) Interested in questions of the higher 
criticism without feeling that that interest re­
quires him to adopt all the conclusions of the 
most, radical critics, Dr. Barton has endeavored 
in this book to aet forth the conclusions to 
which careful and conservative men have coins 
regarding the date of the Psalms and the his­
torical circumstances under which they were 
written. With the frank acknowledgment that 
m the case of very manv Psalms it is utterly 
impossible to fix a date that is more than bare­
ly probable, he, nevertheless, hs.i placed every 
Psalm in the circumstances in which it appears 
most likely that it was written. The remit is 
a l>ook whioh, while entirely papula- in stvle 
and enlivened here and there with Dr. barton's 
clwaoteristic humor, will he of very great value 

everyone who loves the 1’snlmn and devras 
make them most profitable to himself.
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“The Day’s Work.” By Rudyard Kipling, 
ironto: George H. Morang; New York; Don­

ley A McClure Co., 1898. Most, if not all, 
the dozen short stories in this volume have 

already ajipearcd in various periodicals, and re­
am re no special criticism. They are oil good, 
if we except the first, which we confess we found 
rather tiresome: a 

“The Tomb of His 
Humor, and

of

nd the best is probably 
Ancestors,” which is full of 

in the Kipling style. The 
bound, and has a

"The Little Lame Lord, or The Child of Clo- 
verlea.” By Theodora C. Elmalie. Philadel­
phia: The Union Preee. This is a book of the 
Little Lord Fauntleroy type, though hardly in 
the same class as its model. Indeed, it wall 
scarcely stand serious criticism. The little 
Lord Carnegie, who from his cradle is not only 
irreproachable, but aggressively good, upsets al> 
our modern theories of heredity. Hts father, a 
descendant of an impoverished race, is a care­
less, improvident man of the world; hie mother, 
the beautiful daughter of a wealthy soap-maker, 
is selfish, without any affection for her daugh- 

ot only selfish, love

heirt

quite in __
well printed, well 
of illustrations.

“Chatterbox," (Dana, Eaten A Co., Boston), 
fo- 1898, is, as usual, full of interesting tales of 
adventure and home life, anesliiss of well 
known people, and riddles upon which the 
children may try their inge mity. Six colored 
niâtes are added to the many illasVatiins. 'I hi# 
book will make an appropriate Christmas gift.

“John Black, the Apostle of the Red River: 
or. How the Blue Banner was Unfurled on 
Manitoba Prairies.” By George Bryce, M A , 
LL.I)., Professor in Manitoba College, Mani­
toba. Toronto, 1898: William Briggs. It would 
lie imiMosible to find anyone better fitted than 
Dr. Bryce to write the biography of the Apostle 
of the Red River. He, too, was a pioneer Pres- 
bvterisn missionary in Manitoba and was inti­
mately associated with Dr. Black from 1871 to 
the death of the latter in Itsa. n 
fore, every advantage in the way 
and his experience as a writer has enabled mm 
to produce a most interesting and valuable work. 
Besides the apnrrelative biography, he gives us a 
vivid sketch of the fortunes and misfortunes of

is selfish, without any a 
ters. and with a defective, or onlv selfish, 
for ner son. Hie maternal grandfather is 
pons, egotistical and purse-proud, with a heart 
hardened against his own only son, while the

He, too, was e pio 
' in Manitoba and 

Dr. Black L
1882. He bad, there­

of material, 
him

“The Princess and Joe Porter, (Dana, Es­
tes A Co., Boston), is another diarming -tory 
of life among the boot-block vrv/.y of New 
York, by James Otis, who always i 
Inactively for the young. The hoik ;s bemti- 
fully gotten up, bound in grey linen, contains 
many illustrations, making it a dainty gift for

writes at-naraenea agsin«t ms own only ton, wnue tne 
maternal fmindmother i« a good-natured, sub­
missive old lady, without any distinctive quali­
ties. The motive of the nurse, Rhode Grange, 
too for abducting the child, seems inadequate-
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