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aropuU.s},t.(l in the Douunio,, (i.-ologioal Survey Ueport for 1880 I gu),-
nut a lottor fro... Capt. Adan.s, of tl.o whaler "Arctic." of Du..dee, who hashad 3.. years experience i„ Northon. waters " a ,.,an of singular ability and
of kee.i powe,-s of obstTvation "-says ,ny correspondent

:

"Ships n,ay enter (Hudson's Bay and Strait) fro... the 2{>th to the 2r.thJune al«.ost yearly, and the straits .....ai.. ope., till the young ice forms about
Oct. 26th. hi rou.,d nu,nbersthe Straits are open four ...onths a year, even
whe.. ope., navigatio.. at «aster.. e.xtrance is so.neti.nes dirticult, because the
current fro.a Luvis' Strait carries ice across the ...ouths of Frobisher, Cuiuber-laM and Hudson s Straits. The ice is n.ostly ' one year's ice,' with Polar ice
between, but ,n limited quantity. Bergs are ..un.erous, but ean be easily
avoidecK Open water is always to bo found on North side of Strait, espeoially
under Resolution Island when the wind is northerly, but son.etimes, although
open water ca.. be seen under Resolutio.. Island, thi^ same wind, by tighten!
the .ce, closes the c.trance fron. the outside. In most years a steamer!
although unfortifaed, may n.ake the passage without fear."

Whaling vessels are strouir]y /orlijied with double ti.nbering at bows and
round the sides, to prevent their being easily crushed by the ice. .

Since publication of " Our Northern Waters," I have procured a descrip-
tion of the harbo.-s on the North shore of the Hudson's Straits, made by Capt
Coates who was in the H. B. Co's. service from 1720 to 1751. The list istaken from a manuscript copy of a work called the "Geography of Hudson's
iiay, and is given verbatim el literatim :

" Geography of Hudson's Bay," issued by the Hakluyt Society, 1852.

Edited by J. Banon, F. R. S.

Capt. Coates sailing H, B. Co. Ships, 1727-1751.
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^Yo'^^"/*'
approach the meridian of Cape Farewell wo dilate to southward

into 58 or further to avoid ice, which hangs near the verge of the cape most of
the summer for the same reason we take care to get up to northwards into
bl 30 north latitude when past the cape, to avoid ice and a more sensible
current near the Labrador coast.

Cape Farewell is in Lat 59° 49' N.

Cape Resolution CT 30' N.

Long. 64" 30' W.
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You are carefully to avoid being entangled in ice before you have entered

31

'^^.


