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4^2 The Minister of State

-^t appeared the U,^„., ^ ^'
i«conv-enic„c« of .ml An'Z' "'"'', "°' «'^='P'= the-h h. .e.i„..o„ „„p„ca:f^/Ce t Se^ L°He was admitted by the eldrHvl"m into a drawing-room that t.^i '"'T^"^'

^^^« showed
of^bnghtness and comfort

^''' ' P^'^^^"^ impression
What namp dr?" ^i i

to last? At length his strS.o^ ^ ''^°">' ^^ suspense
oot on the staif, thei^the 1 7'"''^^^'' ^^ sound of a

Jiall outside. He rose his ui i
? '.''°'"an's dress in the

opened, and Florence w^.kS n Hi
^,''"^. ^^^""' ^he door

breathless never-to-be-foro-nl" •
'' ^'^^'^ stopped. For one

pencied. The two lool °d ftfaci other ' >i 'f""^ ^^
«""-

vvitiaout a word Florence advanced h^M
^^'^ ^^^^'

^^^"ibands He took them ea^erlvS "^'"'^ °"^ both her
were his Queen's ^ ^' '^^"^^nS" over them as if they

guuu oi you to allow me " wac fi.«They meant to say so mvrh Z '^ T .
response,

awake planning speec°ie for^h?
°'^''''- ^^^^^ ^^^^ lairi

when it came this was all tl?ev f^Pf^'^e moment, anc
mmute they stood dumh V^^^ "'""^^ ^^^'"^^' of- For a fu'
out being awi°°of'r'unc1^Tcl',:f' ?> ^^'^ ^^"^^ -^
change had conie over he? Shi '^ ^.]?'' "^^^^ what i

iwably beautiful; bu the beautvL""'' f''^ 1^" ^^^'' "^^on,-
days. So an ancrel mio-ht in

' ^ 7/^ "°^ ^^^^ beauty of othe
fresh delicatelv round d fa elldt' ^^^^^Stribulatfon. tQ
very vyhite, the e3^es had cea ed t.T^ ^^"" ^"^^ ^°"? ^"^
pathetically large- and therff, ^^ fiance and had grown
once had been fimples 'E.;V'"'li"r-°^ f^^^"^^ -'-«
Its lustre. Yet she was surnassin^l ? "^."/

l'^''
^^^ losing]

beauty than had oncelnr^ptZ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^S^e'
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