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fusion or to bring to naught. ‘‘Politics” is an archaic
form of ‘‘Policies.”” Who among the Allies has any
hesitation in asking God to bring to naught the tor-
tuous policies, the nefarious stratagems of our great
antagonist ? ‘‘Frustrate their knavish tricks'—the
only fault to be found to-day with these words is that
they are too mild to meet the present situation. The
Latin original strictly means ‘‘their evil schemes.”
When I think of the enemy’s reckless disregard of the
law of international good faith upon which alone civiliza-
tion can be built up ; swhen I think of the atrocities
they have perpetrated, that are paralleled only by the
atrocities of their ‘‘natural ally”—it is Bernhardi’s
term—the Turk ; when I think of the women and
children laid as sacrifices on the reeking altars of
human passion ; when I think of the stealthy death
that from the sky above and from the sea below comes
upon non-combatants, on innocent women and chil-
dren ; when I think of poisoned wells ; when I think
of enslaved populations ; when I think of the callous
and calculated disregard of all the laws that the
humaner peoples of the world have sought to enforce
in order to mitigate the horrors of war ; and when I
remember that these outrages have been committed
by an enemy without shame, without any present
sense of wrong-doing, without any apology, but in
pursuance of a deliberate policy of “‘frightfulness,”
I can without hesitation sing with heart and voice
“Frustrate their knavish tricks.”” And for ‘“knavish”
you may even substitute * fiendish.”

Now a few words as to the present significance of
this great anthem.

(1) The National Anthem has come to be the deepest
and truest expression of the fundamental patriotic
sentiments of the British people. As a race we are
not always able readily to express our deepest feeling.
It requires the agony of a great peril, or the exaltation
of a great triumph to make the Briton vocal. In the
last hundred years whenever Britons have been in dire
and deadly peril, or whenever they have won a brilliant




