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which the alarm reached, were so much afraid of being late in the fleld that
they put in requisition all the horses they could Und. and when tht-y hadthus made a forced march out of their own country, they turned their borrowed steeds loose to find their way back through the hills, and they all Kotback safe to their own sUbles. Another remarkable circumstance was the
general cry of the inhabitants of the smaller towns for arms, that theymight go along with their companions. The Selkirkshire Yeomanry made aremarkable march, for, although some of the Individuals lived at twentyand thirty miles' diaUnce from the place where they mustered, they were
nevertheless embodied and la order in so short a period that they were atDalkeith, which was their alarm-post, about one o'clock on the day sutiwd-
ing the first signal, with men and horses in good order, though the roads

/
JJ^e/e in a bajl state, and many of the troopers must have ridden forty ,,r

I tlfty miles without drawing bridle. Two members of the corps chanced tobe absent from their homes, and In Edinburgh on private business The
lately married wife of one of these gentlemen, and the widowed mother ofthe other, sent the arms, uniforms, and chargers of the two troopers, thatthey might join their companions at Dalkeith. The Author was very much
struck by the answer made to him by the last-mentioned lady, when he paidher some compliment on the readiness which she showed in equipplog her
son with the means of meeting danger, when she might have left hiu; a fair
excuse for remaining absent. • Sir.' she replied, with the spirit of a Uoman
matron, none can know better than you that my son is the only prop bywhich, since his father's death, our family Is supported. But I would
rather see him dead on that hearth than hear that he had been a horses
length behind his companions in the defence of his king and country ' TheAuthor mentions what was Immediately under his own eye and wltliln hisown knowledge

; but the spirit was universal, wherever the alarm reached
both In Scotland and England.

The account of the ready patriotism displayed by the country on this
occasion warmed the hearts of Scottishmen in every corner of the world
It reached the ears of the well-known Dr. Leyden, whose enthusiastic loveof Scotland, and of his own district of Tevlotdale, formed a distinguished^rt of his character. The account, which was read to him when on a sick
bed. stated (very truly) that the different corps, on arriving at their
alarm-posts, announced themselves by their music playing the tunes pecu-
liar to their own dlKtrlcts. many of which have been gathering-signals for
centuries. It wis particularly rememliered that the Liddesdale men before
mentioned entered Kelso playing the lively tune—

O whs dare meddle wl' me,
And wha dare meddle wl' dm I

My name it la little Jock KUiot, «
And wha dare meddle wi' me I

The patient was so delighted with this display of ancient Border spirit
that he sprung up in bis bed and began to sing the old song with such vehe-
mence of action aad voice that his attendants, Ignornut of the cause of
excitation, concluded that the fever had taken possession of his brain • nud
It was only the entry of another Borderer. Sir .iohn Malcolm, and the .x
p.anatlon which "e was well qualllled to give, that prevented them from
resorting to means of inedlrnl coercion.

The circumstances of this false alarm, nnd Its consequences, may !«• n.i\v
held of too little Importance even for a •. )te upon a work of fiction : hut at
the period when It happened It was hailed by the country as a propitious
omen that the nntbmat forre. to which much must naturally have lieeu
trusted, had the spirit to look In the face the danger which they had '-ken
arms to repel

: and every one was convinced that, on whichever >-' xi
might bestow the victory, the Invaders would meet with the most . r-
mined opposition from th« children o( the soil.


