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until th« «p«wiiinc time i-oidm amuiid. It happnnMi that the Su|ii-riiit«ndnit

of Fiaheritt w«» in the Maritime Provinmii when thi» iiifnniuitioii wa* reMired,

and I had him iiiitruoted tu vinit the poml and look into the matter.

There were on Tucaday of thi« week lomcwhat over 2,400 Mimon in *ha

pond, between 300 and 400 of which were affected. The dineaae taken the form

of a fungn*. The fint indication ia the rerooTal of the iiralea from the back

of the neck. They are evidently eaten off. Then a white funRUit d«>veloi», which

rapidly tpreada down the head to the eye* and raakea the fish Mind. It tub-

aequently appear* on dkff eat part* of the body and on the estremitie* of the

fina and tail. The fiah di*ea*ed were betrinninir to die, which indicate* that they

will not hwt more than a week or ten day* after they become affected.

An examination of the pond revealed no reason fur any unhealthful con-

dition*. Neither did there teem to be anythi.iR through which the water wa*

ricwing before it reachol the pond to cauHo it to be unhealthful. Some fish that

were in the towing pontoon* which had recently been taken from the fishermen's

nets tu be placed in the pond, were examined, and on a few of them the first

stage of the disease nbove r««ferred to was in evidence.

As it seemed possible that the scale* might have been removed from the fish

striking the top of the pontoons, one of the fishermen's nets was visited and

w''.en lifted there were three salmon and a grilse in it. Two of the salmon were

large fe '>ale* weighing about fifteen pounds, and they were perfectly Wealthy,

but the X lird. a small male weighing S or 6 pounds, was apparently affected, as

the scales were eaten away from th^ back of the head and he had an unhealthy

app« irance.

It would appear from the above that an epidemic ha* broken out amongst

the fish in the river, and in view of the importance of the matter it is deairable

that a capable bacteriologist should be immediately sent to the pond to thoroughly

investigate the whole matter. I may add that this pond has beer in operation

for many year* and in no instance in the pest has any such trouble been experi-

enced. The tide enters the pond, and at each high tide the water is slightly

b^ckith.

I shall Ik> obliged if you will give the matter immediate consideration and

wire me whether the Biological Board can at once arrange to send a properly

qualified man to investigate the matter. If it cannot, it may be possible for

the Department to arrange with that of Agriculture to send an officer from the

laboratory at the Experimental Farm here.

N.B.—Since writing the above a report ha* just been received from the

oflicer in chai^fe of the Port Arthur hatchery, in which he state* that a disease,

apparently of a similar nature, has broken out amongst salmon trout in the

Nipigon river. This is the first time that the department has heard of any such

disease there.

A few days later I received a statement from Dr. Huntsman, the main points of

which are contained in his report on this outbreak of salmon disease, now being

published.

On the arrival of tlio si)ecimens of fish sent by Dr. Iluntsman, tliey were inimiHli-

ately examined. They arrived in good condition, packed in ice, and w; le -med in

the usual way. After examination of the organs and the flesh near tlie 'ed spots

or where the fungjs was growing, pieces of the various organs we.e excised with a

sterile knife, and cut open with a second sterile knife, and a portion of the pulp, etc.,

of the organ removed by mnins of a sterile platinum loop. In a few cases pieces of

the organs were taken out, seized with the forceps and scorched in the flame, and then

cut open with a sterile knife and u portion iemoved to sterile i)etri dishes. In all

cases the m.-iteriai was mixiMl with beef peptone salt-water agar, and from the various


