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Chapter Si.rtccn

trembling arm at her. " Von tJiink an ap-

peal to my love will save hiir ! Fool !

"

A'irginia's breath caught in her throat.

She straightened, clutched the neckband of

her gown. Then her head fell slowly for-

ward. She iiad fainted in her lover's arms.

They stood exactly so for an appreciable

interval, bewildered by the suddenness of

this outcome ; (ialen Albret's hand out-

stretched in denunciation ; the girl like a

broken lily, supported in the young man's

arms
; he searching her face passionately for

a sign of life ; Me-en-gan, straight and sor-

rowful, again at the door.

Then the old man's arm dropped slowly.

His gaze wavered. The lines of his face re-

laxed. Twice he made an effort to turn

away. All at once his stubborn spirit

broke
; he uttered a cry, and sprang for-

ward to snatch the unconscious form hun-
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