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liciiiK rcpn'scnicd by one tiicnihcr, 'I'. W. Davis. 'I'lic Xorth-Wost
Council was alxilisliod ami the LcKislativo Assoinhly i'stalilish(»(i in

the saiiic year. This AsscmMy iiiiist not l>o coiifusfHl with tlip body
of that name iir)W existiii)!; in Ailicila or Saskatchewan or in the Kastom
Provinces. The Licutcnam (iovcrnor was i)rosi(lcnt of the Council;

there was no l'!xecutiv{> Council whose advice he was houml to take;

there was merely an lAccutive Coniniittei". which had no ))o\ver to

control the Asseniiily in regard to ilissolutioii or el(M'tions rosjiectinn

that liO(h. In \S&,' constitutional changes w{>re enacted hy the

T-"ederal (lovernnient which in the uiessaKC of the Lieutenant ( Jovernor

in oiienitiK the sessio'i that year nave "a <'oini)letely responsibie .sy.stein

of Kovertinient." I'or the first time a live Kxeciitive Council was
chosen anil departments created for the better administration of public

affairs.

The successful issue of tlii' stru(?Kh' ''»' responsible government
has but one ({""l in Canada. It has by some niysteiy of our system

and genius of om- statesmen always led to tmion and co-operation.

It was so in the North-West Teiiitmies. In the closing >-ears of the

19th century- almost a centiuy after the Constitutional Act -the

strUKKlo for res])onsiliie government had been won in the terms of

Lincoln's imnioital e])itome of democracy: "( loverimieiit of the peoi)l(>,

by the ])eo])le, for the ])eople."

The next steji in the evolution of the North-A\'cst Territories was
provincial autonomy, which was granted by the Parliament of Canada
in l!l()."). The territory was divided into two iirovinics and tlieCiovern-

ment piovided for each bv the .Vlix-rta and Saskatchewan Acts respec-

tively.

It should be noted here that an Im])erial ( )rder in (.'ouucil was not

necessary I latify the asreenient between the ( Jovernments of Canada
and the '!

< rritories as in the case of British Columl)ia and Piince

Edward Island for the rea.son that Canada owned the territories by
virtue of the jnu-chase tliere<if from the Hudson's Bav Comiiaii\- in

1870.

This briuRs us to a consideration of a special feature of the terms

of til" admission of the three ))rairie provinces into confederation —
the ownershi)) of the lands in each. Hy ^I'l'tion 100 of the British North

AmiM'ica Act the ownershi)) of ])ublic lands w.as vested in tiie iirovincos.

A diffei-ent ])olicy was followed with respect to Manitoiia, Saskatchewan

and Alberta. It was held l)y the Federal government at the time of

the union of Manitoba that the (Jovernment of Canada was in duty

bound to administer the lands of the Noith-W'est, jiurcliascil iiy the

money of Canada, for the benefit of the wliole Dominion, and if they

were tiansferred to the province the federal government would be

surrendering a trusteeship imt)osed ujion il by the terms of jiurchase

from the Hudson's Bay Comi)any. Tiie ]iui-chase y>( Uupert's Land
and the North-V\Cstern T(>riitory hail iieen con.sunnuated for the

national iiurjwses to be oxecuted by building a railway across the

continent, formulating an immigiation policy with the lanil of the

Noilh-WesI as an adiacliou and of equitably i\tiligui.>hing the title

of the native half-breeds and Indians to the public domain. Such


