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• rullway iri>ns-

« ht>n that can be

Province. Prom euily aoverntiTit
reports and Burveyi carrieU on
dental to Ihp C. P. H. project In

part of Uritltth ( olumbia, It wu» coti-

cluilvely provi-a tlmt nut only In the

North Thompton co*intry, hut In joldin

Cartbuu, ri'J>rfS»'iilf«l no alily and *>ffl

clently by the gentl-'men whom we »«
here to-day. there wait Ruch a land of

promlne im would readily J Bttfy rull-

way conatructlon a« Incidental to th'
'"

development. We Unow the dispu

an dl'ficultlfB that aroiie over tl.

final adoption of the routt' for the

C. P. K.. but while we had us a matter
of record to acknowledge these thlnw"

to be true, at the aamv time we must
acknowledge that all the early dis-

coveries and lnve8tUatlon» Into thin

part of the Province amjily prove thU
to be Indeed n ve.-y rkh and wealthy
section of our glor' Province, and a
portion that •'

development b> •
portatlon 80 sooi

provided for.

In addltl'ti t<J the very valuable
country of the North and Soutli

Thompson, we have that tiection be-

tween Kamloops and the Coast, which
is still capable of enormous develop-

ment. Who is there with nny Intlnjate

knowledKe of the rich benchlands of

the North Thompson, the valle;- of the

Fraser, or the frult-produclnK areas

In the vicinity of KamliHips, that will

ask for proof of the statement that

these Important sections of the country
are not by any means developed to

their capacity? Where we have a
City of Kamloops to-day containing a
population ot two or three thousand

—

perhaps my friend i oppoBlte will say
Hve thousand—people, we should easily

have with a full development of the
great farmmg areaj tributary to that

centre, a Kamloops of fully ten thou-
sand people. The wonderful bench-
lands of the Thompson River and the
Valley of the Fraser—the lands of the

dry belt as well as the lands outside

that special section—are only In the

Infancy of their development. It Is

amaring to find from the Investiga-

tions of those technically proHclent to

speak with authority, that their con-
clusions as to the wealth of the .'jil

In this particular region of Uritlsh

Columbia nie In the very highest

degree favorable. But still we have
to-day the Kamloops of two or three

or perhaps four thousand people; and
we still have the Spence's Bridge—the

Liytton—the Ashcroft of twenty years

ago. It Is true that of late, by reason
of the general westward movement and
the development to some extent of our
fruit lands, some little progres has
been made, but nothing In proportion

to the rrlnttve growth that the natural
conditiOMr and potetitlulltles of tlioHe

regions In i|uestl>>ii amply justify.

The explanation Is simple. These
sections hav,' not advanced— tliey could

not advance—twcauso there has been
aitoided them no compelltlun— i..-. auwe

the p'-'-t'le have hail nu nlternalive

compflitor for their buainesH ,l!ivh

would have provided them with the

means of selecting the vehicle that
would take ihelr various commodltlea
and pr>d>-.ts to the natural market*
and al.-'. would enable them to market
the ,irodL:>;ls of their Industry at a
fall trannporttttion price. The route
selected will traverse this Thompson
River Valley, and will <iulckly proiluce
development on a large scale, while
giving com|>etltive rates, and undoubt-
edly will produce al-so In the near
future horh population and wealth.
Much th- ime conditions and much
the same ..ixunients apply with re«pfct
to the country lower down towi-rd tl:

Coast, where the surveys aireiidy
accomplished by the Canadian North-
ern li.ive already led to a great deal
of activity. And tliLs brings us to
Vancouver Island, and the line to
Barkley .ound. There ha.s Ijeen a
great deal of criticism aiil .'-keptlcisni

expn -sod will, regard to thl.-* section
of the PMud. .,1 the first place there
was a -^ 'tlon of the people, a very
small at n, I am glud to say, who
freely pi ted that our negotiations
for the ItK 'poratlon ot the I-'tland

portion of the line with the Mainland
Section would never amount to aiiy-

thing, because, they said, the charac-
ter and the configuration ot the West
Coast would prove almost prohibitive
to any scheme of railroad building In

that quarter. I am particularly glad
to be able to dissipate once and for all

the criticism to which I have just refer-
ricl. With regard to the construction
of this 'Island section, let me say that

the projeilors of the road were from
the beginning desirous of having an
Interest In the Island — they were
anxious to have some particljiatlon In

the development of this glorious Is-

land of Vancouver. And thjy were
not by any means uninformed as to

the conditions prevailing here, and
already possessing some knowledge
of Vancouver Island, they were quite

ready to embrace the Vancouver Is-

land section without any variation of

the terms proposed for the construc-

tion of the other portions of the sys-

tem. They were aware of the config-

uration of our Island coastline, and of

the difficulties that have been referred

to with very considerable tendencies

toward exaggeration. They were aware
also that the different sections to be


