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the land question, +ha Cormigsiondrs were raferred to the

documents connected with the matier printed in the Annual
gk ; :

Rnpdrt for last year, inthe apirit of which thay were r-@uestm

' ad 1o act. They were Teminded that the Government consid-

ered it 2 matter of paramount importance that is the sattlm-

ment, of the 'land queation, nothing%éhnuid be done whieh

conld militete against the raintenance of friendly relations

between the Dominidn Government and the Indians of British

Columbia, and they were officially enjoined as lgftlé as

boasiblo to interfere with any exiating tribal arrengerents

and ﬁ.vticularly, that they ware to be caraful nﬁt to ﬁ;s-

turb the Indiane in

the posses~ion of sny villages, fin?ing

\
8tations, Par-trszdinhe roats, settlemsnts.or elearings which
% ’ ¢ é - 1 E

they mipght oeeupy, snd to whieh thay might be specislily

stiached.

The Commiasionurs‘wnrn, morsover, warned against
\ \ ; )
makingnany attempts to cause any

violent or sudéden change

|
in the habits of the Indians, or to divert them from any

legitimate pursuits

and ceenpations in which they might be

profitably engafad, but rather to encourage tham

in any

branch of industry in which they were so employed.

The Commissi nars were instruneted to gonfar in all

‘mﬁﬁters with thae two Superintendents in British Celumbia

neme ly, with Dr. Pywell of Victorie, end Mr. Leniham of

Naw Westminoter, and thege gentlemen were dirsdted to co-

operate with and as-ist the-Qcmris~ionors in the axecution

of their important labdmrs. Finel'y, the nscessity of

bringing their "abonrs to 2 eloge as soonas

peasiblepractioable b

with & view to the sarly adjustment of thie prave

entroveray,

ves strongly impressed on the Conmiraionqrm. L

It may be here remarked that a1l tha Commigsioners,

appointed have heen dor many

usars pest resident in Brit ish

Columbia, - na thoroughly 1denti fied wit¥ that Province. .
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