
the p¶suQo-bavic narne -rossor tFignumska,--wnose enui
in W lnifles th~at its owner is femnate. To be sure, lt vryon
is attund.t >schiInguistlc stietie>s ehat forsome eeit
will come as a surprise wben a few Unes dlown they readth
phrase "according to ber cblkulations.» But at least they wil get
the point in the end.

What is worse is wben peopie do not, miss -the point but:
rather reject the point altogetbier. -In the French editiori of
Scienifc American <Fbur ka Science) my "Prof essor Bignumska"
was tumned into "NIons1eur le professeur Grnnombersky." Not
only was the sex reversed but cleariy the translator had
reconfzed what 1 was up te, and had deliberatei1emoed ait
teiltale traces by swtching the ending te a mauline one. I was
disapponed. On the otber band, i was pleased to see that in tbe
Geèmian edition ($pektrumn der lssenischaft) the professor's
femininity rernaîned intact: she was cailed "die namhafte
Kesmogenisn Giosszablia." Net only ber-naine but aiso.her tifle
has a femmn n difl£.

Ibis practice of relrring io members of some professions by
explicitly feminine anid masculine words çertainiy makesfor
trouble. What do you do wben you are taiking about a rnixed
gtoup of acters and adtresses? Uniess you want te, be verbose
you bave fiie choie but te, refer te, "acters." Wby does a word
such as "waiter, " with the completely nori-committal ending
te refer te, a maie? W. are bard put te corne up with a neutral
terrn. Certainiy "waitperson" is an awfut concoction "See"is
the best 1 bave heard. On the other hand, it hs nice te sec
"stewardess" andi "steward'> gradually being ieptaced by the
general term "flight attendant."

Do ugla IL Holsider

Crme and assertion
lu s wrong for a man te say be is certainof the objective truth

of anyp.roposition Wnes b can produce evidence whicb
logka ly justifiles that oertainty. Tbis is what agnosticism asserts.

Agosciou and hltdlaWuty

CoId war
Uniess the sigiare very deceiving, the U.S.S.R. is preparing

for war against thie western demnocracies. Indeed, as Burnbam
rightly 53atS* the war is aiready happening in a desultory way.

GeogeOrwell, 1947
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It was reported in the )an. 13 issue of the
Gatcway that 1 said that the number of warheads in
existence "lies in the hundreds of thousands." Whpt
i actually said was that the U.S. presently has 11,000
central strateigl nuclear weapons and 22,000 euro-
stra eic nuctear weapons, totailing about 8,00

me~os. The USSR has 7,500 central strategic
nuc ar weapons and 8,00 euro-straiegic nuclear
weapons, totabliin l11,000 egatons.These weapons,
in addition te thos of the U.K., France, and China
(and perhaps ethers), contribute te a world total of
overý50,00. And if the present rate of developmient
continues, the U.S. alone wili have an additionai
17,000 nuclear weapons by 1990. Th. Soviet Union
can b. expected te match this increase if their-
cconerny can stand the strain.

If the "hundreds of thousands" figure is
reprinted in the Gateway, say in 1995, it wili probabiy
b. çgrrect.;G'mven thcl present nuclear situation,
there i a 50« probability that the Gàateway will be
hèe at tit time. As i mcentioned at the Council
meeting, that is an optimistic probabîl4t.

Brian Mlligan
Canada Peace Research Education Assoc.

Disciplinary action for,
not against, f ree speech

.1 am astonished bythe views of those writers
wohave written to you recently concerning the

disturbance at the Hilie-sponsored forum of
December 3. It is obvious that these correspondents
either were net at the forum and thus do not know
what wcnt on, or if they do know what occurred
cither iack the intelligence or ýthe objectivity to
understand the issues. There is one fact which is
blyond -dispyte - thc purpose of those who
disrpted tdi. forum was toprevent it front being
hcid. Tbey dld net want the speech to happen, an
they shut it down. To now argue that efforts to
censure this type of conduct is an attack on freedomn
of -speech, as Mr. Gerard Hayes has argued, is so
luicrous that jt does net deserve comment. What
does bother me about the letters which you have
received in. support of Mr. Oscar Ammar and bis
colicagues is théecase an which the writers ikm the
main issue - that is the right no speak, to iisten and te
associate - and get sidetracked by their pet peeves,
wbethcr it b. dcfaced posters, booths or what have

you Wen th American Civil Liberties Union
dfnded the right of the Nazis te march in Skokle

2and test a lot ot members as a resuit), what was an
ise was not the merits of being a Nazi, but the

liberty that ail citizens have no speak. i am af raid than
your readers do flot- undcrstand this and are

prprdto grant freedoms net for its own sake, but
only to prooe their individual ideologies. i can
onlyop that theï-, understanding matures or that I
neyer have te be subjecn to thieir decisions or
judgments.

Lewis Kiar, Professer of Law

Sbouid Oscar Ammar be punished for his
actions if he is proven guiin? The law states that
anyone who infringes on the rights of eters should
b. punished. That holds truc for Mr. Ammar, the
pecoe who deface posters, and everyone in our
sockety. If my bouse isbroken Ino, tamdes net give
me tie right te break ino other peopie's bouses.
Theoefore te inpiy that Mr. Ammar's actions were
justlfied (by simiair acts taken against the A.S.A.> is
flot valld.

Terry Volpel, Arts I

You'"ve corne a long way
S On beh aif of the Engineering students, 1 would

1ke te thârnkail the. iovly young ladies wbo'have
turQ.ipated in Engineering Weelc. Imis se nie to.
tinaliY sec woen activelii invoived in University
functions. What cncrgy and enthusiasm these
princesses and.their entourage have expended in

makina campus lite Detter for ail. Ti nfk Dack tfirty
years:Who couid have imbagined female students
mnaking such advances toward f illing these justiy
responsible rotes in academic institutions? Incredi-
blc, isn't it? Year after year a ncw crop of girls are
willlng to showe'm what a University eucation can
make of a woman. Shouidn't there be some officiai
honour bestowed on these activists? Do the
Engineering students sufficientiy appreciate the
time, effort, and whatever cisc that these girls ae
giving up 0on behaif of good oie' Engineering Week?
Perhaps aspecial certificate ought to be prescnte
toceachiyoung lady forher exuberant performance.
The certificate cou Id read:

We the Engineering students do greatly
admire the efforts that ou, Ms. D. Siond
have made in making Engineering Week
indescribably exhiiarating, and we can
assure you that you have embedded in our
minds what the true place of women is in
University life.
A most suitabie honour. So littie ladies, stand up

for your rights and demand the appreciation that
you so desperately need and deservel

Vîcki Parker, Commerce'Ili

Man ifesto

FLODDSS - 1-cocration *for the Lioeratîon of
Oppressed Doctor of Dental Surgery Students

For the safe rcîurn of thte Father of Modern
Dcnitistry, Dr. G. V. Black, to his residenoe on 5th
floor Camneron Library, we the people of FLODDSS
dcmnand the foiiowing fromn the U of A at large:

1. Ncw Dentistry Building with-
a. Private walkway to HUB jàa a ive
b. Elevators

*c. No Pharmacy students
2. Incrcased enroliment of Hygiene students
3.' 50-foot-h igh monuient to Dcntistry in the
center of quad
4. Thic recognition of Dentistry as the ultimate
profession

These demnands must b. met, or the sum of $2.18
be provided in mail coinage. If not, G. V. wiil "Get
the heat". Contact wili be made with the Gateway
whlch wiii act as our neutrai liason. Cooperate, and
everyonc wiii b. "a head'" of the gamne.

LETTERS
Letr uthe Editor should b. a maximum of 250 words.

etesmust b. signed, and inctude faculty, year and
p.oenumtbcr. Nanonymous letters wilI b.printed,,

5kàuh w wilii withhold names. Ail letters shouid be
tedIf possilge or neatly prlnted. We reserve the right to

-etLi(ibcl and krigth. Letter do not necessarily reflect
tevesof the Gateway.


