Fourth year BFAs in fine form

Fencin’ an’ Feudin’

Dreaming and Duelling
Studio Theatre

review by Lisa Trofymow
On the program is printed in bold type a
“Warning: Language may be offensive to

some.” So if you see John and Joe Lazurus’

Dreaming and Duelling at the Studio Theatre
(Corbett Hall) before March 29th, don’t gasp
and don’t chicken out. While the dialogue
may or may not be the “poetry of toads”—
according to one source—the production is
superb.

Since the set is static, the play depends on
its actors. Raul Tome (Joel), Greg Coltman
(Eric) and Tani Sablatash (Louise), all fourth
year BFAs, give fine performances.

The duelling sequences—whether with
foils, coathangers or beautifully mimed
sabres—are excellent: there is real excite-
ment; real danger. It is not hard to believe
that Joel and Eric are top fencers on their
high school team—and I've taken basic fenc-
ing. It’s easy to just slash at one’s opponent,
but good fencing involves a technique and
an attitude which takes years to develop.

Joel and Eric are two characters who fence
so seriously that they develop secret French
swordsman alter-egos. They even duel a
scumbag jock named Skelly over Louise’s
love and honor—values which seem out-
dated in a modern high school milieu.

Giant tarot cards hanging above and

behind the set are lit successively and fore-
shadow the main characters’ fates.

The wild, eccentric Joel lives out his phallic
fantasies through fencing. Raul Tome moves

about the stage with a cat’s ease, and he
fences with such style and intensity that his
obsession with the sport is quite clear to the
audience.

Tania Sablatash plays Louise as both tough
and vulnerable. Louise weathers taunts about
her birthmark without self-pity yet is bewil-
dered when Joel tells her she “transcends
beauty.” The birthmark becomes the sym-
bolic focus of the love of Joel and Eric.

Mike Evans, in one of two supporting
roles, plays Skelly. Though not an acting
student, Evans proves dramatic ability par-
ticularly during the duel between himself
and Joel. And although he’s quite slender,
Evans conveys Skelly as a brawny bastard.

Perhaps the weakest character is Mrs.
Thorpe, the fencing teacher (Marie Gynane-
Willis). She is protrayed as being so high-
strung and hard-edged that it is difficult to
sympathize with her. And unfortunately, her
lines are too often bitten short or inaudible.

Dreaming and Duelling should appeal to
almost anyone (as director Carl Hare proba-
bly knows). There is plenty of action and
good characterization. The plot is simple,
the subtext is complex. It is ashame that a few
individuals in the opening night audience
were offended by a few fucking profanities.

Laughing Stock is a potpourri of grggles and laughs. Individually and as a group, they
have performsd in many major centres in Canada and the USA, including two-and-a-
half weeks OFF-Broadway in New York in April 1984.

Laughing Stock combines the talents of some of Western Canada'’s leading young
comedians. This six-member group have had their improvisational techniques well-
honed by years of TheatreSports participation.
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