
Swoosh! élC

f antosic Four and tevint wave of aoomees

Çpéer-nbén. Coics kept on rt'i al i
rakiUsg in 1th chsdurînthei.sltes an

most te eveflies.ig¶%Î¶<bucs. At ls
Peakpermn comcs gld b a ven

o illionreaclers wthSpidern-tiot so
far behind.

1 But by 1979 thi miee starting ta
bottom iout as the ZZtmta eeteen-year-
od grop starte tô tosbink, and no futureý

surg ofreprducivefurvor .seemedeminant enther. The. aqèof zeraopu1iio*
ttawed. The, comic industry hiad lositsW
market, for good.

Tiles that had held film Wdcae
vanishei, and otiiers l on férdear Ife..
Mad magazine saw is readersbip bit
adolesnt-s and heati for the. baabos6oms of
N'ational La rio. Insidets are predlcting
tisedemise oth sairical patrlarch withln

Btas can b. expected the. comic
Indutry ouldhîkdly sit idly by anidwatch

the. p slsps rol in, witb their lvehhods
at sake.,The. big wigsat Mrvel andi DC

movd qnckyandthe i.direction
was sImpef yOU cari t finda new market,
1f ùi our a"id Mmt.

Aller a fiteen year chiltibooti, the
Industry bita painful ande xpensive puber-
ty.The cot*ich were after a more demari-

digad soptUsticated audience, noa more
Iitstuff. Thi. heavy artil.ry camne out. And
1982 was the. year pf the. big charge.

Tii. fiit tblpg thilr4utedttwas ta
iip upthe'quailtof the b=ck *o after
yemrs andi years af easy sales hadgrôwn
railier fat andi slopy~. New Miaa was
needel, and fs. erteyaitmo
deceoiwritens' and artists hadlefthe
cônsksifr Mbre lucrative fleids 70odnaw
them back iîo the di. foli n, first D C
then Marel, inunoced pmw ontacsain

prfi sanrsqsstms wfereby artist andi
*nters got a piece of the, action.

%0ýhebg br st about s4ranllh-
b 4 thittes, and cU ers i e superniari1TmAmenlca, Spider-wom,

hieWlèrd War~, adS ok
the bun.

Better piper andi printIng processes
wete lottrodoCld, the âge af newsprint and
four colon lnks was ain ,oing,gone. Epic
congca, fanfare co= Vs edtheway, foilow-
ed by swarrs* of Baxter stock comics anid
the large ôverslzed graphic navets ail with

a~ssylsemi-slossy caver quality pipe
rou0hout the book. The aider nire

ksnowmng rea eder eanded abetterlttok-
lng produciand Ne ot it. Heàlai~dfrit.
Giablc noveis cost about eht bucksu.,nd
buxter stock congca seil for about two and a
hall dollars.

Evén distribution metbods were r.-
vanipedin search of a new read.rship. Wlih
the adveritaf, numerous conié boakitsosspringing uail aver ithe
UlniedSlates and Canna (Drk S'arand
Kobbit are lwo such shops ýnagenton),.
the. publishers movéd t6ward direct sales,
te. comic books soid only in specialty shops.
Marvel *as the first ta go this 'route,
offering Ka-zar and Moan Knight through
direct -sales onra few years back.

Specialty shop irect sales affer a
few aidvantages, (1) corivenienice, namelY
wlth fite/subscriptian services, discounts,
çuaranteed comic suplies, access ta new
releases, and f résh in aviation etc. and (2)
freedom f rom tii. comic code: witb the
deatli of the. candy store sales, congas can
be a fittie racler, id slightly mare -ex-
perimental In their efforts.

Probably within the. next five or, six
years, the majonity of comnic books sold will

Devia comic s eialty shops.
Other efforts ta squeext every possi-

ble buck out, of comics include the. recent
rash of toy tie-îns, where a ta y campany
mnanufacturer. a lin. af toys and the conic
peaple put out a comnic book series ta
match. Many such tie-ins are soon ta bit the.
stands <or are already on the. stands>
induiding: Crystar, Mastersof the. Univers.
GI Joe, Mysterions, Swordquest, anc1
Atariforce.

One thing forwsre is that the. industry is
piayngfonteeps.ise housecleaning at DC
adMrvel ii leaving no comic book
untumned. Old estabffshed comics are
being totally re-vamped, smre beyond
recognition. Langer> - mare complicated
plos, more intense character
developmnents with aduit type relations,

and stry Iiasthatollesicarry overfrorn
titktt,,le. Lois Uane dumnps Supermani,
Peter Parmmii. outiand Bruce Wayne

Two tifles that have really rowrs up
the. Legion ,aofSuper Heros (Paul
Levlt/KelttbGiffen) ad the. NewT-een
'Titans (Marv Watt mar/George Perez)
who's cast of furuies mar.ry, fight, argue
and develop8.0. and ail the otier ups and
in-betweens of supenbumnan exlstasnce.

Other tities that- you, cari, hardly
recoguiiue anymor. idude-,Wonder
Womnan (Gene Colin> w.th the. new log
and 'a returri ta the, mîlitary lifete Ue,
Fourties. laredevil (Klaus Janson follaws in

Miller'. shudows>1 fantas:k. $ our (J
9yçne), an~d Woric s Finest Action Coni
mad Superman have add.d a, few n
bumps and ernds ta the. adventures ofi
qriginal mani ln tights.

The buclc doemn't everi stop the
what wlth the unpredictabiity of new ti
and the. expense of tlevelopIng an

L'Express in S.U.B. *

*~ Now Open 7:00 arn 9:00 pm
Licensed 3:00 - 9:00 pm.
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Attention ail regIstr<d graduate students:

The U of A Graduate Students' Association requires
members to serve on the following bodies for 1982-
83:

*G.S.A.Executive
*Graduate Faculty Counicil
* eneral Facultles Counili

If you are interested contact the G.S.A. offices at 2175 or
attend the March 8th Council Meeting, Back Room, North
Power Plant at 7:30 p.m.

Notice is hereby given that the Ann.uni Meeting of the
G.S.A. will be held on Tu.sday, March 22nd at 7:30 p.m.,
Back Room, North Power Plant.

----- ---- ---- ----- ---- ---- ----
-- - - - - - - - - - - -

ENJOY THE BEST

Coffee & Tea
at

~1vA 1V
H.U.B.- MALL

Monday to Frîday
7:30 a.m.

Seturday

Sunday

to,9:30 p.m.

9:00 a.mf. to 5:30 p.m.

10:00 a.m. to 5 :30 p.m.
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Cafi
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Che
Dan
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Edry
Edrr
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